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CU CU R BITA C EA E 
ORTHOGRAPHIC AM BIGUITY CLARIFIED

Acanthosicyos Welw. ex Hook. f. was published in 
Benth. & H ook.f., Genera plantarum  1: 824 in Sep
tem ber 1867 and although Welwitsch described the 
genus it only appeared in Transactions o f  the Lin- 
nean Society 27:30, two years later.

The type species, A . horrida was published as a 
descriptio generico-specifica in accordance with 
Art. 42.1 (Sydney Code) but this was an orthogra
phic error. Art. 75 in Ex. 1 of recommendation 
75A. 1 is quite specific that the classical gender of

-sicyos is masculine and this should be retained in 
the epithet as A. horridus.

The name has been published correctly both in 
Index Kewensis and by Jeffrey (1962) in Kew Bull
etin 15,3:340; but it has been consistently misused in 
the South African literature.
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FA B A C EA E
A NEW SPECIES OF RHYNCHOSIA  FROM THE RICHTERSVELD

Khynchosia em arginata G erm ishuizen , sp. 
nov., R. candidae affinis sed floribus longioribus, 
foliolis emarginatis, infra punctis luteis glandulari- 
bus differt.

TY PE.— Cape Province, 2816 (Oranjemund): 
Richtersveld, Numees, west side of ridge north of 
Numees Camp (-B D ), McDonald 703 (PRE, holo.; 
ST E -U , iso.). Figure 5.

Robust, erect, much branched woody shrub up to
0,75 m tall. Branches and branchlets densely white 
adpressed tom entose, interspersed with conspicuous 
yellow resinous glands; old stems glabrescent with 
bark flaking off in irregular pieces. Stipules free, ad- 
nate to base of petiole, up to 3,5 mm long, white 
adpressed tom entose on the outside, glabrous in
side. Leaves trifoliolate; leaflets broadly obovate, 
(4-) 5-11,2 (-12) x 3,5-8 (-9) mm, emarginate, ob
tuse at base, with dense, adpressed strigose white 
hairs on the upper surface, sparsely white adpressed 
strigose mainly along the veins interspersed with 
conspicuous yellow resinous gland dots on lower sur
face. Petiole up to 11,5 mm long, white adpressed 
tom entose, interspersed with yellow resinous glands.

Inflorescences axillary, few-flowered racemes up to 
65 mm long, including a 25-45 mm long peduncle, 
white adpressed hairy, interspersed with yellow 
resinous glands; bracts caducous. Flowers up to 
17 mm long. Calyx 8 mm long, 5-lobed; lobes un
equal, 4-5 mm long, the upper pair connate, white 
adpressed strigose, interspersed with yellow resinous 
glands. Standard yellow with conspicuous purple 
veins on the outside, obovate, 15 x 10 mm, eared at 
the base, glabrous. Wing petals yellow, oblong, 
eared, 13 x 3 mm, sculpturing absent. Keel blades 
up to 17 mm long, yellow, purple at the apex, shal
lowly pocketed. Stamens up to 17 mm long, 9 fused 
into a staminal sheath and the 1 vexillar stamen free; 
anthers uniform, 1 mm long. Ovary ovate, strigose. 
Style up to 18 mm long, filiform, slightly thickened 
and incurved in the upper third; stigma capitate, 
hairy. Fruit a rimmed, flat, slightly falcate 2-seeded 
pod, 30 x 8 mm, straw-coloured, often streaked 
with purple, densely tomentose when young becom
ing sparsely tom entose, interspersed with yellow 
resinous glands later.

CAPE.— 2816 (Oranjemund): Richtersveld, Numees (-B D ), 
Jurgens 52; Jurgens 10114; McDonald 753; west side of ridge


