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Senecio linifolius L. (1759) was based on a South 
African collection in the herbarium of J. Burman 
(Wijnands 1983). Linnaeus (1763) later published the 
replacement name S. longifolius L. for the species to 
avoid homonymy with his new combination S. linifo-
lius (L.) L. (1763) for a Mediterranean species based on 
Solidago linifolia L. (1753). These two nomenclatural 
steps transgress two articles in the International Code 
of Nomenclature (McNeill et al. 2012): the replacement 
S. longifolius L. (1763) is superfluous and illegitimate 
(Art. 52), and the combination Senecio linifolius (L.) L. 
(1763) is a heterotypic later homonym of S. linifolius L. 
(1759) and therefore nomenclaturally illegitimate (Art. 
53). The name S. linifolius L. (1759) is therefore cor-
rectly applied to the South African species. For the Med-
iterranean species, the earliest available name appears to 
be Senecio malacitanus Huter (1905).

The illegitimate Senecio longifolius L. (1763) has, 
however, been widely taken up and used in the taxo-
nomic literature (e.g. Bergius 1767; Willdenow 1803; 
Candolle 1838; Schultz 1844; Harvey 1865; Juel 1918; 
Bond & Goldblatt 1984) and has also made the transi-
tion to the popular literature (Batten & Bokelman 1966). 
It is only recently that the name S. linifolius has been 
applied to the South African taxon (Manning & Gold-
blatt 2012). As currently understood, S. linifolius is a 
small shrub from the Eastern Cape, with the leaves clus-
tered apically on basally leafless stems and abruptly dif-
ferentiated from the inflorescence bracts. The terminal 
synflorescences are distinctly pedunculate, loose cymes 
with the capitula subtended by four or five supplemen-
tary bracts (bracteoles) and containing five ligulate flo-
rets each. 

Senecio linifolius L. (1759) was lectotypified by 
Wijnands (1983) against a specimen in the Burman 
Herbarium at the Conservatoire et Jardin botaniques de 
la Ville de Genève (G) (Figure 1). This specimen com-
prises a single flowering branch. The leaves are scattered 
along the entire length of the stem and grade gradually 
into the inflorescence bracts. The capitula are subtended 
by numerous supplementary bracts (bracteoles) and each 
contains more than five ligulate florets. In none of these 

respects does it match the current usage of S. linifolius 
L., which appears to have been established by Harvey 
(1865), and whose description for the Flora capensis 
matches the current concept exactly. Harvey (1865) also 
included the name Cineraria filifolia Thunb. (1800) as 
a synonym of S. longifolius L. The collection under this 
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FIGURE 1.—Lectotype of Senecio linifolius L. (G00360056).
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name in Thunberg’s herbarium (UPS-THUNB19915) is 
consistent with this interpretation of the name (Figure 
2).

It is evident, therefore, that the name S. linifolius L. 
has been incorrectly applied since Harvey’s (1865) time. 
From the Burman lectotype, it appears to us to closely 
resemble S. burchellii DC., S. inaequidens DC. or an 
allied species, but this group is in need of a comprehen-
sive taxonomic revision and its precise identity remains 
to be established.

As an aside, the name S. odontophyllus Wallich 
ex C.Jeffrey (1992), published by Jeffrey (1992) as 
a replacement name for the Indian species until then 
known under the illegitimate later homonym S. linifolius 
(Wallich ex DC.) C.B.Clarke (1876) [non S. linifolius 
L. (1759)], was mistakenly applied to S. linifolius L. by 
Goldblatt & Manning (2000) but later corrected (Gold-
blatt & Manning 2010).

What, then, is the correct name for the Eastern Cape 
taxon currently treated as S. linifolius? The transfer to 
Senecio of the only available name, Cineraria filifolia 
Thunb. (1800), is unfortunately blocked by the exist-
ence of S. filifolius P.J Bergius (1767). C.H. Schultz 
(1844) included the manuscript name S. pseudolongi-
folius as a synonym of S. longifolius in his Compositae 
Kraussianae, and this name remains invalidly published 
(MacNeill et al. 2012: Art. 34.1). The relevant mate-
rial to which this name applies is a collection made by 
C.F. Krauss during April and June 1839 near Uitenhage 
in Eastern Cape under the number 552. We have located 
two duplicates of this collection, one at TUB, compris-
ing four fragments, and the other at MO comprising a 
single fragment. Krauss’s collection is consistent with 
the current interpretation of S. linifolius in both mor-
phology and locality, making it clear that Schultz inter-
preted the species as currently understood. We therefore 
validate the name S. pseudolongifolius as a replacement 
name for Cineraria filifolia Thunb. (1800).

Senecio linifolius [as ‘linifolia’] L., Systema naturae, 
ed. 10, 2: 1215 (1759). S. longifolius L.: 1222 (1763), 
nom. illegit. superfl. Type: ‘Habitat ad Cap. b. spei.’, 
herb. Burmann [G00360056, lecto., designated by 
Wijnands: 83 (1983)]. 

Senecio malacitanus Huter in Oesterreichische bota-
nische Zeitschrift; gemeinütziges Organ für Botanik 55: 
402 (1905). Type: Herb. Huter.

	 Solidago linifolia L.: 881 (1753). Senecio lini-
folius (L.) L.: 1220 (1763), hom. illegit. [non Senecio 
linifolius L. (1759)]. Type: ‘Iacobaea Linifolio His-
panica et Ital.’, illustration in Boccone: t. 49 (1697) 
[lecto., designated by Wijnands: 83 (1983)].

Senecio odontophyllus Wallich [Aster odontophyllus 
Wallich, nom. nud. in Cat. no. 3285 comp. no. 395] ex 
C.Jeffrey in Kew Bulletin 47(1): 95 (1992), as a replace-
ment name for S. linifolius (Wallich ex DC.) C.B.Clarke: 
202 (1876), non S. linifolius L. (1759). Doronicum lini-
folius Wallich [Aster linifolius Wallich, nom. nud in 
herb.] ex DC.: 322 (1838). Type: India, ‘Khasia’, Herb. 
Wallich.

Senecio pseudolongifolius Sch.Bip. ex J.Calvo, nom. 
nov. pro Cineraria filifolia Thunb., Prodr. Pl. Cap.: 154 
(1800) [non Senecio filifolius P.J.Bergius (1767)]. Type: 
South Africa, Cap. bonae Spei, without precise locality 
or date, C.P. Thunberg s.n. (UPS-THUNB19915, lecto., 
designated here).

	 Senecio pseudolongifolius Sch.Bip. in Flora 
27(2): 699 (1844), nom. inval. pro syn. S. longifolius L.

	 Senecio longifolius sensu Harv. (1865), non 
L. (1759).

	 Senecio odontophyllus sensu Goldblatt & Man-
ning (2000), non [Wallich ex] C.Jeffrey (1992).
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FIGURE 2.—Lectotype of Cineraria filifolia [Senecio pseudolongifo-
lius] (Thunberg s.n. UPS-THUNB19915).
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Ethesia tanquana Mart.-Azorín & M.B.Crespo (Mar-
tínez-Azorín & Crespo 2012), Stellarioides chartacea 
Mart.-Azorín et al. (Martínez-Azorín et al. 2013a) and 
Trimelopter craibii Mart.-Azorín et al. (Martínez-Azorín 
et al. 2013b) (Hyacinthaceae: Ornithogaloideae) are 
recently described novelties from southern Africa. They 
were named following the generic classification of the 
subfamily proposed by Martínez-Azorín et al. (2011), 
one of two recent classifications for the subfamily deri-
ved from substantively the same molecular phylogeny. 
The alternative classification adopted by Manning et al. 
(2009) is the preferred option among southern African 
botanists, where it has been adopted by the major her-
baria in the country (e.g. BOL, NBG, PRE). We provide 
combinations for the three new taxa in this classification 
to permit their integration into collections and literature.

Ornithogalum recurvum Oberm. (1971) was treated 
as a synonym of O. stapffii Schinz until resurrected by 
Martínez-Azorín & Crespo (in press). We provide the 
necessary combination in Albuca.

We also provide the new combination Albuca comosa 
(Welw. ex Baker) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt, based on 
Urginea comosa Welw. ex Baker (Baker 1874), as the 
correct name for the species known until now as either 
Ornithogalum pulchrum Schinz or Albuca pulchra 
(Schinz) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt. The transfer of this 

basionym to Ornithogalum was precluded by the exis-
tence of the earlier Ornithogalum comosum L. (1753), 
but we overlooked its availability in Albuca until alerted 
to this fact by Martínez-Azorín & Crespo (2013). 

Finally, we recommend that all future descriptions of 
species and any new combinations in Ornithogaloideae 
include an optional combination in the alternative clas-
sification (i.e. Manning et al. 2009 or Martínez-Azorín 
et al. 2011) to obviate the necessity for separate publica-
tion of these combinations, and to facilitate their direct 
integration into existing collections and databases.

Albuca chartacea (Mart.-Azorín et al.) J.C.Manning 
& Goldblatt, comb. nov. [subg. Urophyllon (Salisb.) 
J.C.Manning & Goldblatt]. Stellarioides chartacea 
Mart.-Azorín et al. in Phytotaxa 85: 2 (2013).

Albuca craibii (Mart.-Azorín et al.) J.C.Manning 
& Goldblatt, comb. nov. [subg. Monarchos (U.Müll.-
Doblies & D.Müll.-Doblies) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt]. 
Trimelopter craibii Mart.-Azorín et al. in Phytotaxa 87: 
52 (2013).

Albuca comosa (Welw. ex Baker) J.C.Manning & 
Goldblatt, comb. nov. [subg. Namibiogalum (U.Müll.-
Doblies & D.Müll.-Doblies) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt]. 
Urginea comosa Welw. ex Baker in Transactions of the 
Linnaean Society London, Botany 1: 247 (1878).
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