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REINSTATEMENT OF O XYG O N U M  AC ETO SELLA  WELW.

R.A. Graham in his revision of Oxygonum in Kew  
Bulletin 1957: 165 (1957), places Oxygonum acetosella 
Welw. as a synonym of Oxygonum alatum Burch, because 
they are similar in their winged fruits and lobed leaves. 
On closer investigation it is found that O. acetosella dif­
fers from O. alatum by the total absence of cup-shaped 
and elongated scales scattered over the entire surface of 
the plant, the shallowly lobed leaves and the entire ocreae, 
which are always fringed in the latter. Figure 5 repre­
sents a scatter diagram, using intemode length along one 
axis and width of leaves along the other axis, which 
clearly separates the two taxa.

0 . acetosella Welw. in Transactions o f the Linnean 
Society o f London 27: 60 (1869); Hiern: 903 (1900); 
Bak. & C.H. Wr.: 99 (1909); Gossweiler: 395 (1953). 
Type: Angola, Mossamedes, Welwitsch 1757  (BM iso • K 
PRE!). Figure 6.

A glabrous, somewhat fleshy, glaucous, decumbent or 
prostrate annual herb, much branched from the base.
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FIGURE 5 .— Scatter diagram illustrating the difference between 
O xygonum  acetosella, • ,  and O alatum, 6 .
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FIGURE 6. —  Type o f Oxygonum  
acetosella Welw.
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Stems semicylindrical, glabrous, up to 200 mm long. 
Ocrea truncate, up to 8 mm long, quite entire or minute­
ly erose-denticulate, with a green leaf-like limb up to 3 
mm long. Leaves broadly lanceolate to ovate, simple or 
shallowly 2-3-lobed, (3 0 -)3 9 -5 6 ( -6 0 )  x (9—)12—22 
(—27) mm, acute at the apex, narrowed into the winged 
petiole, fleshy, glabrous. Inflorescence a small thyrse 
with fascicles of up to 3 flowers in the axils of ovate 
membranous bracts. Flowers bisexual. Perianth segments
5, obovate, 5 -6  mm long, white. Stamens 8; anthers 
pale blue, up to 1 mm long; filaments 2,5—4,0 mm long 
with a ring of cilia one-eighth from base. Sty'les 3, joined 
for almost half their length, up to 5 mm long. Fruit ob­
long, up to 10 mm long, with 3 narrow wings.

Found on grassy flats and sandy hills in northern 
South West Africa/Namibia. Figure 7.

Vouchers: Giess 7954 (PRE, WIND); Moss & Jacobsen
K 299  (PRE).
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FIGURE 7. — Distribution of Oxygonum acetosella Welw. in 
South West Africa/Namibia.
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