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Ethesia tanquana Mart.-Azorín & M.B.Crespo (Mar-
tínez-Azorín & Crespo 2012), Stellarioides chartacea 
Mart.-Azorín et al. (Martínez-Azorín et al. 2013a) and 
Trimelopter craibii Mart.-Azorín et al. (Martínez-Azorín 
et al. 2013b) (Hyacinthaceae: Ornithogaloideae) are 
recently described novelties from southern Africa. They 
were named following the generic classification of the 
subfamily proposed by Martínez-Azorín et al. (2011), 
one of two recent classifications for the subfamily deri-
ved from substantively the same molecular phylogeny. 
The alternative classification adopted by Manning et al. 
(2009) is the preferred option among southern African 
botanists, where it has been adopted by the major her-
baria in the country (e.g. BOL, NBG, PRE). We provide 
combinations for the three new taxa in this classification 
to permit their integration into collections and literature.

Ornithogalum recurvum Oberm. (1971) was treated 
as a synonym of O. stapffii Schinz until resurrected by 
Martínez-Azorín & Crespo (in press). We provide the 
necessary combination in Albuca.

We also provide the new combination Albuca comosa 
(Welw. ex Baker) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt, based on 
Urginea comosa Welw. ex Baker (Baker 1874), as the 
correct name for the species known until now as either 
Ornithogalum pulchrum Schinz or Albuca pulchra 
(Schinz) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt. The transfer of this 

basionym to Ornithogalum was precluded by the exis-
tence of the earlier Ornithogalum comosum L. (1753), 
but we overlooked its availability in Albuca until alerted 
to this fact by Martínez-Azorín & Crespo (2013). 

Finally, we recommend that all future descriptions of 
species and any new combinations in Ornithogaloideae 
include an optional combination in the alternative clas-
sification (i.e. Manning et al. 2009 or Martínez-Azorín 
et al. 2011) to obviate the necessity for separate publica-
tion of these combinations, and to facilitate their direct 
integration into existing collections and databases.

Albuca chartacea (Mart.-Azorín et al.) J.C.Manning 
& Goldblatt, comb. nov. [subg. Urophyllon (Salisb.) 
J.C.Manning & Goldblatt]. Stellarioides chartacea 
Mart.-Azorín et al. in Phytotaxa 85: 2 (2013).

Albuca craibii (Mart.-Azorín et al.) J.C.Manning 
& Goldblatt, comb. nov. [subg. Monarchos (U.Müll.-
Doblies & D.Müll.-Doblies) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt]. 
Trimelopter craibii Mart.-Azorín et al. in Phytotaxa 87: 
52 (2013).

Albuca comosa (Welw. ex Baker) J.C.Manning & 
Goldblatt, comb. nov. [subg. Namibiogalum (U.Müll.-
Doblies & D.Müll.-Doblies) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt]. 
Urginea comosa Welw. ex Baker in Transactions of the 
Linnaean Society London, Botany 1: 247 (1878).
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 Urginea angolensis Baker: 364 (1874). 
Battandiera angolensis (Baker) Mart.-Azorín & 
M.B.Crespo: 2 (2013). [Transfer of this, the oldest epi-
thet for the species, to Albuca is blocked by the name A. 
angolenesis Welw. (1859)].

 Ornithogalum pulchrum Schinz: 221 (1890). 
Albuca pulchra (Schinz) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt in 
Manning et al.: 92 (2009).

Albuca recurva (Oberm.) J.C.Manning & Gold-
blatt, comb. nov. [subg. Namibiogalum (U.Müll.-
Doblies & D.Müll.-Doblies) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt]. 
Ornithogalum recurvum Oberm. in Bothalia 10: 357 
(1971). Battandiera recurva (Oberm.) Mart.-Azorín & 
M.B.Crespo: 3 (2013).

Ornithogalum tanquanum (Mart.-Azorín & 
M.B.Crespo) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt, comb. nov. 
[sect. Xanthochlora (U.Müll.-Doblies & D.Müll.-
Doblies) J.C.Manning & Goldblatt]. Ethesia tanquana 
Mart.-Azorín & M.B.Crespo in Anales del Jardín 
Botánico de Madrid 69: 203 (2012).
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Pelargonium L’Hér. ex Aiton is a genus of ± 250 
species distributed throughout Africa and Madagascar 
into the Middle East, Australia, and St Helena (Vorster 
2000). It has its centre of diversity in southwestern 
South Africa, where it constitutes the third largest genus 
in the Cape Floristic Region, with 148 species recorded 
(Goldblatt & Manning 2000).

Currently 16 sections are recognised in the genus 
(Bakker et al. 2004), of which several have been subject 
to full or partial taxonomic review. Sect. Otidia (Sweet) 
DC. is a group of ± 25 species, some distinctive and iso-
lated but others closely related and hardly distinguish-
able from one another (Becker & Albers 2009). Most 
species show xeromorphic growth with succulent stems 
and with the posterior (upper) petals eared above their 
bases (Becker & Albers 2005). Sect. Otidia is restricted 
to the dry areas of the winter rainfall region of Western 
Cape and the coastal region of Northern Cape (Dreyer et 
al. 1992). The section was partially reviewed by Becker 
& Albers (2005, 2009). Pelargonium pachypodium is a 
new species from the Hantam in Northern Cape.

Pelargonium pachypodium J.P.Roux, sp. nov.
TYPE.—Northern Cape, 3119 (Calvinia), foot of Keiskie Moun-

tain, farm Keiskie, 31°39.235’S, 19°53.811’E, (–DB), 1,257 m, 16 
Dec. 2011, C. Ficq & J. Ball s.n. (NBG, holo.).

Suffrutex with subterranean or partially exposed sub-
succulent, globose caudex to 40 mm diam., from which 
1–4 perennial aerial branches arise. Aerial branches 
golden-green, firmly herbaceous, terete, to 250 mm long, 
2–4 mm in diam., mostly simple or with one or more 
short branches distally, retrorsely strigulose initially but 
later glabrous, hairs unicellular, subulate, to 95 µm long, 
closely tuberculate. Leaves summer deciduous, mid-
green, widely spaced; stipules firmly herbaceous, cadu-
cous, narrowly triangular, to 2.2 mm long, to 1.5 mm 
wide, strigulose; petiole terete, 8–12 mm long, strigu-
lose, hairs to 160 µm long; lamina pinnatisect, oblong to 
elliptic in outline, 10–70 × 10–15 mm, carnose, pinnae 
alternate, rhomboid to obtrullate, to 7 × 6 mm, plicate, 
unequally lobed, lobes narrowly to broadly cuneate, 
adaxially and abaxially strigulose; rachis persistent as 
stramineous, fibre-like appendage. Inflorescences termi-
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