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shape and geographical range from the typical T. 
hypericoides, but this difference is considered to 
warrant only subspecific rank.

T. nelsonii subsp. canescens (Engl.) Launert 
becomes T. hypericoides subsp. canescens. Only the 
type and one other collection have been seen by the 
author, who has therefore preferred to be conserva­
tive and retain the subspecies as a distinct entity. 
The leaves are smaller than is typical of T. 
hypericoides and the leaves remain densely pilose 
even at maturity. It also appears to be geographical­
ly partially distinct, being from Mozambique and the 
Kruger National Park (subsp. nelsonii is also found 
in these areas).

Only basionyms and species formerly regarded as 
distinct are given in synonymy. Full synonomy and 
descriptions will be given in F.S.A.

Key to species

Wing on carpel 1 ,2 -2 ,0  times longer than wide, 10-25  mm 
in width; leaf 0 ,7 -1 ,6  times longer than wide; petiole 
( 2 - )  4 - 1 6  ( -2 0 )  mm long.......................  1. T. glaucophylla

Wing on carpel 0 ,8 -1 ,3  times as long as wide. 25 -  40 mm 
in width; leaf (1 .0 - )  1,2—3,0 ( -6 ,5 )  times longer
than wide petiole 1 -5  ( - 7 )  mm long...................................
...............................................................................2.T. hypericoides

1. Triaspis glaucophylla Engl, in Bot. Jb. 36: 
249 (May, 1905). Type: Transvaal, N.W. of 
Lydenburg, by big waterfall, Wilms 144 (B?).

T. leendertziae Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 51 (1926), 2: 286 
(1932). Type: Transvaal, Potgietersrust, Leendertz 1962 (K. 
holo.!; BOL!).

2. Triaspis hypericoides (DC.) Burch. Trav. S. 
Afr. 2: 280, 290 (Jan.-June, 1824) — Syntypes: 
Cape, Kosi Fountain, Burchell 2531 (K, lecto.!);

Cape, in a walk to, and on a black rocky hill under, 
the Kamhanni Mnts (Kuruman Hills), Burchell 2486 
(K).

Key to the subspecies

Leaf lamina canescent at all stages...................(c) subsp. canescens
Leaf lamina soon becoming glabrescent (hairs sometimes 

remaining on midrib beneath and on margins):
Leaves 3 ,0 -6 ,5  times longer than wide; occurring in

Botswana and northern Cape...............(a) subsp. hypericoides
Leaves 1 ,0 -3 ,0  times as long as wide, occurring in

South West Africa/Namibia and Transvaal............. .
............................................................................. (b) subsp. nelsonii

(a) subsp. hypericoides
Hiraea hypericoides DC., Prodr. 1: 585 (Jan., 1824).

(b) subsp. nelsonii (Oliv.) Immelman stat. nov.
T. nelsonii Oliv., in Hooker’s Icon. PI. 15, 14: t. 1418 (1833). 

Type: Transvaal. Pretoria Nelson 511 (K. holo.; PRE!).
T. hypericoides var. subsessilis Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 51 

(1926), 2: 286 (1932). Type: Transvaal, Todd 26 (K, holo.!).
T. thorncroftii Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 51 (1926), 2: 286 

(1932). Type: Transvaal, Tzaneen. Rogers 12572 (K, holo.!; 
BOL!; photo, at PRE!).

T. ternata Greenway & Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 51 (1926), 
2: 286 (1932). Type: Transvaal. Komatipoort. Rogers 22172 (K. 
holo.; BOL!).

T. ovata Bremek. in Ann. Transv. Mus. 15: 245 (1933). Type: 
Transvaal. Pietersburg, Olifantsrivier. Molsgat. Bremekamp & 
Schweikerdt 450 (PRE!; PRU).

(c) subsp. canescens (Engl.) Immelman comb, 
nov.

T. canescens Engl, in Bot. Jb. 36: 249 (1905). T. nelsonii 
subsp. canescens (Engl.) Launert in Bolm Soc. broteriana ser 2, 
35: 32 (1961). Type: Mozambique, Ressano Garcia, Schlechter 
11827 (K, lecto; GRA!; Bt).

K  I m m e l m a n

NYCTAGINACEAE 

THE IDENTITY OF BOERHAAVIA PTEROCARPA IN SOUTH AFRICA

The correct name of the plants referred to as 
Boerhaavia pterocarpa S. Wats, in South Africa is B. 
cordobensis Kuntze. B. pterocarpa was first re­
corded as a weed in South Africa by Codd in 1966 
(Bothalia 9: 113-121). In discussing its identity he 
commented that the specimens available to him for 
study were ‘an excellent match of the type of B. 
cordobensis Kuntze, which comes from the Argen­
tine’. He also noted, however, that ‘ . a specimen 
of Leistner 1084 was sent to the Gray Herbarium of 
Harvard University, where it was reported to be an 
almost perfect match of the type of B. pterocarpa S. 
Wats.’. It was the latter, incorrect assessment which 
led him to accept the name B. pterocarpa S. Wats. 
(Proc. Am. Acad. 17: 376, 1882) over B. 
cordobensis Kuntze (Rev. Gen. 3,2: 264, 1898). 
However, as these two names refer to two distinct 
taxa it becomes necessary to call the South African 
material B. cordobensis.

An easily detected difference between B. 
pterocarpa and B. cordobensis lies in the side walls 
of the fruit. In B. pterocarpa the side walls of the

fruit are corrugated, evident from even an early 
stage of development, whereas in B. cordobensis 
they are smooth. B. pterocarpa does not occur in

Fig . 14.— Known distribution of Boerhaavia cordobensis in South 
Africa.

s a s g a



80 NOTES ON AFRICAN PLANTS

South Africa. The distribution of B. cordobensis is 
given in Fig. 14.

I am indebted to Mr R. D. Meikle, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, for comparing South African 
material of B. cordobensis against the type of B.

pterocarpa, kindly loaned to me by Harvard 
University, and to Dr H. F. Glen for sending me 
excellent colour photographs of the type material.

C . H. STIRTON

ROSACEAE

THE CORRECT NAME FOR PLANTS CALLED AGRIMONIA O DO RATA  IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

The correct name of the plants referred to as 
Agrimonia odorata Mill, in South Africa is 
Agrimonia procera Wallr. (Erst, Beitr. FI. Hercyn, 
203 (1840) = A. odorata auct., non Mill., A. 
eupatoria L. var. (3L.).

Agrimonia procera is superficially similar to A. 
eupatoria which I suspect also occurs in South 
Africa. The two species can be separated as follows:

Mature hypanthium grooved for i its length, lowest 
bristles distinctly deflexed; stems clothed only with 
long eglandular hairs.....................................................A. procera

Mature hypanthium grooved for at least J of its length, 
lowest bristles rarely deflexed, if so only slightly; stems 
clothed with both long and short eglandular 
hairs................................................................................ A. eupatoria

C . H. S t i r t o n

SCROPHULARIACEAE

NOTES ON THE GENUS APTOSIMUM

The acceptance of the proposal to conserve 
Aptosimum  Burch, ex Benth. against Ohlendorffia 
Lehm. (see Taxon 25: 190, 1976) means that the 
generic name for the well-known Karoo Violet is 
retained, but that depressum may not be used as the 
specific epithet. Certain other small changes are 
noted below.

Aptosimum Burch, ex Benth. in Bot. Reg. new 
ser. 9: t. 1882 (1836), nom. cons. Type species: A. 
depressum Burch, ex Benth.

Aptosimum Burch., Trav. 1: 129 (1822), non rite publ.
Ohlendorffia Lehm., Del. Sem. Hort. Hamburg bot. 7(1835).

A. procumbens (Lehm.) Steud., Nom. Bot. edn 
2, 1: 114 (1841). Type: Cape, Hermanskraal (now 
Fort Brown), ex hort. Hamburg, Ecklon (no 
herbarium specimen can be traced but Bot. Reg. t. 
1882 was prepared from the cultivated plant and may 
be regarded as representative).

Ohlendorffia procumbens Lehm., I.e.
Ruellia depressa L.f., Suppl. 290 (1781);Thunb., Prodr. 2; 104 

(1800), FI. Cap. edn Schult. 479 (1823). Type; Cape, Thunberg 
s.n. (UPS).

A. depressum Burch., Trav. 1; 260 (1822), nom. nud.
A. depressum Burch., ex Benth. in Bot. Reg. new ser. 9: t. 

1882 (1836), nom. illegit; Dyer & Milne-Redh. in Kew Bull. 1934; 
265 (1934). Iconotype: Bot. Reg. t. 1822 (no herbarium specimen 
found in K or CGE).

var. elongatum (Hiern) Codd, comb. nov.

A. depressum var. elongatum Hiern in FI. Cap. 4,2: 131 
(1904). Lectotype: Transvaal, Pienaars River, Schlechter 4223 (K, 
lecto.).

A. elongatum Engl, in Bot. Jb. 10: 249 (1888); Hemsl. & Skan 
in FI. Trop. Afr. 4,2: 273 (1906). Type: Cape, Barkly West, 
Marloth 831.

A. indivisum Burch, ex Benth. sub Bot. Reg. 
new ser. 9: t. 1882 (1836). Lectotype: Karoo, Drege 
620 (K).

A. indivisum Burch., Trav. 1: 219 (1822), nom. illegit.

Burchell, in his Travels in Southern Africa 1: 129 
(1822), published the name Aptosimum  without a 
description, giving only a short explanatory note on 
the derivation of the name from the Greek words a, 
not, and ptosimos, deciduous, in reference to the 
capsules remaining on the stems long after the seeds 
are shed. This short note might, by some, be 
regarded as adequate for the requirements of the 
Code, but the consensus of opinion, when the 
subject was submitted to the nomenclatural commit­
tee, was that it was insufficient.

The fact that Burchell, on the same page, 
described the species A. indivisum cannot be 
adduced as a generico-specific description (Art. 42) 
because on p. 308 he described a second species, A. 
abietinum Burch., while on p. 260 he listed A. 
depressum without description or citation of a 
basionym. It may be noted that A. abietinum is now 
included in A. spinescens (Thunb.) Web.

The names and author citations of all the other 
species of Aptosimum  are not affected.

Ohlendorffia procumbens Lehm., Del. Sem. 
Hort. Hamburg bot. 7 (1835), was based on living 
plants raised in the Hamburg Botanic Garden 
(where Ecklon stayed from 1833 to 1837) from seed 
collected by Ecklon at ‘Herrmans-kraal’ on the 
Great Fish River. Hermanskraal is now Fort Brown, 
about 22 km north of Grahamstown. Lehmann 
named the genus after a promising young botanist, 
C. F. Ohlendorff of Holstein, who had died on the 
Danish island of St Croix in the West Indies. He also 
supplied a painting and specimen to John Lindley, 
who published the illustration, with a description of 
the species and notes on the genera Aptosimum  and 
Peliostomum drawn up by Bentham, in Bot. Reg. t. 
1882 (1836).


