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South Africa. The distribution of B. cordobensis is 
given in Fig. 14.

I am indebted to Mr R. D. Meikle, Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew, for comparing South African 
material of B. cordobensis against the type of B.

pterocarpa, kindly loaned to me by Harvard 
University, and to Dr H. F. Glen for sending me 
excellent colour photographs of the type material.

C . H. STIRTON

ROSACEAE

THE CORRECT NAME FOR PLANTS CALLED AGRIMONIA O DO RATA  IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

The correct name of the plants referred to as 
Agrimonia odorata Mill, in South Africa is 
Agrimonia procera Wallr. (Erst, Beitr. FI. Hercyn, 
203 (1840) = A. odorata auct., non Mill., A. 
eupatoria L. var. (3L.).

Agrimonia procera is superficially similar to A. 
eupatoria which I suspect also occurs in South 
Africa. The two species can be separated as follows:

Mature hypanthium grooved for i its length, lowest 
bristles distinctly deflexed; stems clothed only with 
long eglandular hairs.....................................................A. procera

Mature hypanthium grooved for at least J of its length, 
lowest bristles rarely deflexed, if so only slightly; stems 
clothed with both long and short eglandular 
hairs................................................................................ A. eupatoria

C . H. S t i r t o n

SCROPHULARIACEAE

NOTES ON THE GENUS APTOSIMUM

The acceptance of the proposal to conserve 
Aptosimum  Burch, ex Benth. against Ohlendorffia 
Lehm. (see Taxon 25: 190, 1976) means that the 
generic name for the well-known Karoo Violet is 
retained, but that depressum may not be used as the 
specific epithet. Certain other small changes are 
noted below.

Aptosimum Burch, ex Benth. in Bot. Reg. new 
ser. 9: t. 1882 (1836), nom. cons. Type species: A. 
depressum Burch, ex Benth.

Aptosimum Burch., Trav. 1: 129 (1822), non rite publ.
Ohlendorffia Lehm., Del. Sem. Hort. Hamburg bot. 7(1835).

A. procumbens (Lehm.) Steud., Nom. Bot. edn 
2, 1: 114 (1841). Type: Cape, Hermanskraal (now 
Fort Brown), ex hort. Hamburg, Ecklon (no 
herbarium specimen can be traced but Bot. Reg. t. 
1882 was prepared from the cultivated plant and may 
be regarded as representative).

Ohlendorffia procumbens Lehm., I.e.
Ruellia depressa L.f., Suppl. 290 (1781);Thunb., Prodr. 2; 104 

(1800), FI. Cap. edn Schult. 479 (1823). Type; Cape, Thunberg 
s.n. (UPS).

A. depressum Burch., Trav. 1; 260 (1822), nom. nud.
A. depressum Burch., ex Benth. in Bot. Reg. new ser. 9: t. 

1882 (1836), nom. illegit; Dyer & Milne-Redh. in Kew Bull. 1934; 
265 (1934). Iconotype: Bot. Reg. t. 1822 (no herbarium specimen 
found in K or CGE).

var. elongatum (Hiern) Codd, comb. nov.

A. depressum var. elongatum Hiern in FI. Cap. 4,2: 131 
(1904). Lectotype: Transvaal, Pienaars River, Schlechter 4223 (K, 
lecto.).

A. elongatum Engl, in Bot. Jb. 10: 249 (1888); Hemsl. & Skan 
in FI. Trop. Afr. 4,2: 273 (1906). Type: Cape, Barkly West, 
Marloth 831.

A. indivisum Burch, ex Benth. sub Bot. Reg. 
new ser. 9: t. 1882 (1836). Lectotype: Karoo, Drege 
620 (K).

A. indivisum Burch., Trav. 1: 219 (1822), nom. illegit.

Burchell, in his Travels in Southern Africa 1: 129 
(1822), published the name Aptosimum  without a 
description, giving only a short explanatory note on 
the derivation of the name from the Greek words a, 
not, and ptosimos, deciduous, in reference to the 
capsules remaining on the stems long after the seeds 
are shed. This short note might, by some, be 
regarded as adequate for the requirements of the 
Code, but the consensus of opinion, when the 
subject was submitted to the nomenclatural commit
tee, was that it was insufficient.

The fact that Burchell, on the same page, 
described the species A. indivisum cannot be 
adduced as a generico-specific description (Art. 42) 
because on p. 308 he described a second species, A. 
abietinum Burch., while on p. 260 he listed A. 
depressum without description or citation of a 
basionym. It may be noted that A. abietinum is now 
included in A. spinescens (Thunb.) Web.

The names and author citations of all the other 
species of Aptosimum  are not affected.

Ohlendorffia procumbens Lehm., Del. Sem. 
Hort. Hamburg bot. 7 (1835), was based on living 
plants raised in the Hamburg Botanic Garden 
(where Ecklon stayed from 1833 to 1837) from seed 
collected by Ecklon at ‘Herrmans-kraal’ on the 
Great Fish River. Hermanskraal is now Fort Brown, 
about 22 km north of Grahamstown. Lehmann 
named the genus after a promising young botanist, 
C. F. Ohlendorff of Holstein, who had died on the 
Danish island of St Croix in the West Indies. He also 
supplied a painting and specimen to John Lindley, 
who published the illustration, with a description of 
the species and notes on the genera Aptosimum  and 
Peliostomum drawn up by Bentham, in Bot. Reg. t. 
1882 (1836).
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Bentham realized that Lehmann’s plant was 
conspecific with the one listed by Burchell as 
Aptosimum depressum, but saw no reason to reject 
Burchell’s name and presented the synonymy as 
follows:

Aptosimum depressum Burch.
Ruellia depressa Thunb.?
Ohlendorffia procumbens Lehm.

The Thunb. citation refers to Ruellia depressa 
L. f., Suppl. 290 (1781), based on a Thunberg 
specimen collected at the Cape. Thunberg took up 
the name in his Prodr. 2: 104 (1800) and FI. Cap. 
edn Schult. 479 (1823). Dyer & Milne-Redhead 
examined a specimen on loan from Uppsala of the 
above Thunberg gathering and reported that it 
agrees well with the Bot. Reg. illustration and with 
Burchell 1354, listed by Burchell as Aptosimum  
depressum. They concluded that the correct citation 
for the species should be Aptosimum depressum (L. 
f.) Burch., ex Benth. However, they overlooked the 
significance of the question mark which Bentham 
added after Ruellia depressa Thunb. This indicated

that Bentham was not sure of the identity of Ruellia 
depressa so his use of the epithet depressum cannot 
be regarded as being a transfer from Ruellia. Nor is 
there any indication that Burchell was taking up the 
Linn. fil. epithet when he published the nomen 
nudum A. depressum. Because Bentham expressed 
uncertainty regarding the identity of ‘Ruellia 
depressa Thunb.’, he should have taken up 
Lehmann’s epithet procumbens. This means that 
Aptosimum depressum Burch, ex Benth. is a 
superfluous name and therefore illegitimate, so that 
the Linn. fil. epithet cannot now be taken up in 
Aptosimum.

Regarding the varietal epithet elongatum, there is 
no evidence that Hiern based his var. elongatum on 
A. elongatum Engl. At varietal rank, therefore, 
Hiern’s epithet has priority and must be transferred 
to A. procumbens. If, however, the entity should be 
reinstated as a separate species, the correct citation 
will be A. elongatum Engl.

L. E. C o d d

THYMELAEACEAE

NOTES ON GNIDIA

In the Genera of Southern African Flowering 
Plants the genus Gnidia is interpreted by Dyer 
(1975: 393) in a wide sense to include the genera 
Lasiosiphon, Arthrosolen, Pseudognidia, Basutica 
and Struthiolopsis — an opinion I fully endorse, but 
with the addition of the genus Craspedostoma 
Domke as a further synonym. When treating Gnidia 
in this sense, some new names become necessary. 
Three are published in this note.

Gnidia albosericea M. Moss ex Peterson, nom.
nov.

Lasiosiphon ornatus Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 45, 206 (1926); 
Compton, Annot. Check List Flora Swaziland, Jl S. Afr. Bot., 
Suppl. 6: 56, 141 (1966) and FI. Swazild, Jl S. Afr. Bot., Suppl. 
11: 388 (1976), non Arthrosolen ornatus Meisn. in DC., Prodr. 14: 
559 (1857), nec Gnidia ornata (Meisn.) Gilg in Engler & Prantl, 
Naturl. PflFam. 3, 6a: 228 (1894). Type: Swaziland, Hlatikulu. 
Dec. 1910, M. M. Stewart 14 (K. holo.!).

Because of the existence of the combination 
Gnidia ornata (Meisn.) Gilg for a conspicuous 
species found only in a few localities in the districts 
of Caledon and Bredasdorp, a new specific epithet 
must be given when transferring Lasiosiphon 
ornatus to Gnidia. G. albosericea is an unpublished 
name used by Mrs M. Moss on several herbarium 
labels for this species and I find it appropriate to use 
the specific epithet of this binomial.

The description of the species is maintained as in 
the original publication of L. ornatus by Burtt Davy.

G. albosericea is a grassland species in the eastern 
Transvaal, the highveld of Swaziland and northern 
Natal. It is very closely related to G. splendens 
Meisn. and a careful examination of the two species 
will very likely prove that they are conspecific.

Gnidia canoargentea (C.H.Wr.) Gilg in Engl., 
Pflanzenw. Afr. 3, 2: 634 (1921).

Lasiosiphon canoargenteus C. H. Wr. in T.-Dyer, FI. Cap. 5, 
2: 70 (1915), anglice, et in Kew Bull. 1916: 139 (1916), 
‘canoargentea’. Type: Transvaal, Lydenburg District, in clivis 
montosis Lydenburg. June 1874, McLea in Herb. Bolus 3020 (K, 
lecto., selected by Burtt Davy). Paratype: Transvaal, Witte 
Kranz, near Lydenburg, Aug. 1885, Wilms 1298.

Lasiosiphon mossii Burtt Davy, FI. Transv. 1: 45, 205, 206 
(1926). Type: Transvaal, Witwatersrand District, Turffontein, 
Orange Grove, stony hills, 6 .7 .1919, E. G. Bryant G2(K, holo.).

E. Gilg seems to have been the first to distinguish 
this species. He wrote the name canoargentea on the 
herbarium label of a specimen of Wilms 1298, 
apparently in the Berlin Herbarium. On the Kew 
sheet of McLea in Herb. Bolus 3020, N. E. Brown 
made the following note: ‘Gnidia canoargentea Gilg! 
Matches the type! (Wilms 1298, Witte Kranz near 
Lydenburg, Transvaal, Aug. 1885). Compared June 
17, 1903’. However, the name was not published by 
Gilg until 1921, by which time the epithet had been 
used by C. H. Wright in Lasiosiphon canoargenteus.

Lasiosiphon mossii cannot be distinguished from 
Gnidia canoargenteus. This was observed by Mrs 
Moss in 1932, who labelled the type specimen of 
Lasiosiphon mossii as Gnidia canoargentea. Habit 
and general appearance are the same in the two 
species. In his key to Lasiosiphon Burtt Davy (1926) 
distinguishes L. mossii from L. canoargentea on 
(among other characters) the linear versus oblong 
petals, but this character does not hold. In G. 
canoargentea the apex of the petals varies from 
obtuse to emarginate (sometimes nearly bifid) even 
in the same flower.

G. canoargentea is very close to G. splendens 
Meisn. It is found only in the Transvaal, whereas G.


