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Notes on African plants

VARIOUS AUTHORS
APOCYNACEAE

THE CORRECT AUTHOR CITATION FOR PACH YPODIUM  SUCCULENTUM

Pachvpodium succulentum (L .f'.) Sweet, Hort. 
Brit. ed. 2: 594 (1830); A.DC. in DC., Prodr. 8: 424 
(1844); Stapf in FI. Cap. 4,1: 517 (1907), as P. 
succulentum (Thunb.) A.DC.; Codd in FI. S. Afr. 
26: 285 (1963), as P. succulentum (L.f.) A .DC.; 
Mabberley in Taxon 29: 605 (1980), as P. 
succulentum (Jacq.) Sweet.

Echites succulenta L .f., Suppl. 167 (1781); Thunb.. Prodr. 37 
(1794); Jacq., Fragm. bot. 74, t. 117 (1809); Thunb.. FI. Cap. ed. 
Schult. 232 (1823).

For some years the author citation for 
Pachypodium succulentum was referred to as (L.f.) 
A.DC. Mabberley, I.e., reported an earlier combi
nation by Sweet and listed the authority as (Jacq.) 
Sweet. Sweet cited the basionym as Echites 
succulenta Jacq. but Jacquin did not claim to be the 
author. He referred to the species as Echites 
succulenta Thunb. and Thunberg (1823) included 
‘Linn. Suppl. p. 167’ among his references, thus 
leading one to the original description.

L.E. C o d d

CELASTRACEAE
A NEW NAME FOR H A R TO G IA  THUNB. EX L.f.

Hartogiella Codd, nom. nov.
Hartogia Thunb. ex L.f., Suppl. 16 (1782), non L. 

(1759). Type species: H. capensis L.f., Suppl. 128 
(1782), non L. (1759).

Schrebera Thunb., Prodr. 28 (1794), non L. 
(1763). Type species: same as for Hartogia Thunb. 
ex L.f.

Hartogiella schinoides (Spreng.) Codd, comb.
nov.

Elaeodendron schinoides Spreng.. Syst. 1: 780 (1824). 
Schrebera schinoides Thunb., Prodr. 28 (1794), non L. (1763). 
Hartogia schinoides C. A. Sm. in J1 S. Afr. For. Ass. 20: 50 
(1951). Type: as for H. capensis L.f.

Hartogia capensis L.f., Suppl. 128 (1782), non L. (1759). Type: 
Grootvadersbosch and Riviersonderend. Thunberg.

H. multiflora Eckl. & Zeyh., Enum. pi. afr. austr. 127 
(1834/35). H. capensis var. multiflora (Eckl. & Zeyh.) Sond. in FI. 
Cap. 1: 464 (1860). Type: Cape. ‘Tulbaghsberge’, Ecklon & 
Zeyher (PRE. iso.).

H. riparia Eckl. & Zeyh., I.e. 127 (1834/35). H. capensis var. 
riparia (Eckl. & Zeyh.) Sond.. I.e. 464 (1860). Type: Cape. Berg 
River near Saldanha Bay, Ecklon & Zeyher.

H. capensis var. lanceolata Sond., I.e. 464 (1860). Type: as for
H. capensis L.f.

H. angustifolia Turcz. in Bull. Soc. Nat. Moscow 36: 601 
(1863). Type: Cape. Zeyher 307.

C. A. Smith, I.e., pointed out that Hartogia 
capensis L.f. and Schrebera schinoides Thunb. are 
later homonyms of H. capensis L. (1759) (Rutaceae) 
and S. schinoides L. (1763) (Convolvulaceae),

respectively, and are, therefore, illegitimate. He 
also stated that, at the International Botanical 
Congress held in Cambridge in 1931, the generic 
name Schrebera Roxb. was conserved against 
Schrebera L. (and hence against Schrebera Thunb.) 
and Hartogia Thunb. ex L.f. against Hartogia L.

Although it is on record that Schrebera Roxb. has 
been conserved, no evidence can be found that 
Hartogia Thunb. ex L.f. received similar recogni
tion. The latter is a small genus of one or two species 
(one in South Africa and one of doubtful status, H. 
agrifolium Chiov., described from Somalia), with 
little or no ecological or economic significance. It is, 
therefore, unlikely that a case for conservation of 
the generic name would now be considered 
favourably.

In establishing the correct species name for the 
South African plant, it was found that K. Sprengel, 
Syst. 1: 780 (1824), had taken up the Thunberg 
epithet as Elaeodendron schinoides. Because Thun- 
berg's epithet is illegitimate, Sprengel did not effect 
a combination but a new name dating from 1824, 
and this appears to be the earliest legitimate name 
for the plant. A few years later Ecklon & Zeyher 
published two further names based on their own 
specimens. All these were overlooked by Smith 
when he adopted the illegitimate Thunberg epithet 
‘schinoides’ as a new name, Hartogia schinoides C.
A. Sm. (1951).

L.E. C o d d

LAMIACEAE
A NEW SUBSPECIES IN OCIM UM

Ocimum urticifolium Roth subsp. caryophylla-
tum Codd, subsp. nov., a typo caulibus elatioribus 
lignosioribus, foliis parvioribus subintegris, inflores- 
centiis brevioribus differt.

T y p e .—Natal, 2832 (Mtubatuba): Mapelana 
Forest, south of St Lucia Estuary ( -A D ), Cooper 
119 (PRE, holo.).

Perennial soft shrub 1 -2  m tall, branching mainly

in the upper part; stems woody below, herbaceous 
above. Leaves petiolate; blade ovate-elliptic to 
elliptic, 30-50 x 18-20 mm, freely gland-dotted, 
puberulous on the nerves on the upper surface, 
otherwise glabrous, apex acute, base cuneate, 
margin shallowly crenate-dentate to subentire; 
petiole 10-30 mm long. Inflorescence terminal, 
spikelike, solitary or several together due to the 
stems branching near the apex, 35-60  mm long;


