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Flora reports

V A R IO U S  A U T H O R S

R A P P O R T  S U R  L A  F L O R E  D ’A F R IQ U E  C E N T R A L E :  1978-1981

P RO G RÊS ACCOMPLIS DANS L ’ÉTUDE DE LA FLORE 

D ’AFR IQ U E  CENTRALE (ZA ÏR E  - RW A N D A  - BU RUN DI) 

DE 1978 A 1981

D u ran t ces quatre années, les fascicules suivants 

de Sperm atophytes on t été publiés: D ipsacaceae (A . 

Law alrée &  G . Bruynseels, ju ille t 1979: 6 especes); 

Loganiaceae (A . J. M . Leeuw enberg &  P. B am ps, 

ju ille t 1979: 60 espêces); M yrsinaceae (A . T aton , 

décem bre 1980: 28 especes et 3 variétés); Ponteder- 

iaceae (A . Law alrée &  G . Bruynseels, février 1981:

4 especes); Potam ogetonaceae (S. L isow ski, F. 

M ala isse, J. J . Symoens &  J . V an  de V e lden , 

décem bre 1978: 5 especes).

A u  to ta l, 103 especes et 4 variétés on t été 

décrites.

Pour les P téridophytes, aucun fascicule n ’ a été 

pub lié .

PROGRÊS ACCOMPLIS DANS L ’EXPLORA T ION  BOTA- 

N IQ U E DE  L ’A FR IQ U E

L ’ accroissement des herbiers d ’ A fr ique  du  Jard in  

bo tan ique  nationa l de Be lg ique s’ est poursu iv i de

1978 á 1981 avec les nouvelles collections suivantes 

(entre parentheses le nom bre de num éros d ’ 

herbier):

A nkei: Z a ire  (501); Baecke: C am eroun  (62); Bam ps: 
Kenya (456); Billiet: R é u n io n , M aurice  (488); 

Bouharmont: Z a ire , B u run d i (49); Breyne: Z a ire  

(862); Bridson: R w anda  (297); Bulaim u: Z a ire  (6); 

Coppejans: R épub liq ue  sudafricaine et Sud-Ouest 

africain (1 077); D arcis: Z a ire  (67); Decham ps: 
Z a ire  (85); Diankenda: Z a ire  (4); Doutrelepont: 
Com ores (140); Dumont: Z a ire  (294); Evrard: 
R épub liq ue  sudafricaine et Sud-Ouest africain  

(479); Hart: Z a ire  (69); Kalanda: Z a ire  (20); 

Kitembo: Z a ire  (61); Lam binon: R w anda  et 

B u rund i (119); Lebrun: Z a ire , B u ru n d i, A n g o la , 

Z im babw e , C ongo , C am e roun , G h a n a , L iberia  

(260); Lecomte: G ab o n  (12); Le jo ly : Z a ire  (395); 

Lewalle: M aroc (1 665); Lisow ski: Z a ire , G u in é e , 

U ganda , T anzanie (2 401); Lu b in i: Z a ire  (36); 

M abika: Z a ire  (59); Malaisse: Z a ire  (1 006); 

Malaisse & Gregoire: Z a ire  (6); M archal: Z a ire  

(56); Nsim undele: Z a ire  (645); Nyakabwa: Z a ire  

(59); Pauwels: Z a ire  (412); Peltier: M aroc  (12); 

Poosen: Z a ire  (72); Ram m eloo: M a law i (500); 

Reekmans: B u run d i (1943); Roche: R w an da  (111); 

Runyinya: R w an da  (355); Schaijes: Z a ire  (64); Sorg: 
R w anda  (17); Tchoume: C ó te  d ’ Ivo ire , Sénégal 

(36); Tilquin: Z a ire  (19); Troupin: R w an da  (370); 

Vanden Berghen: Sénégal (2 055), Canaries (70), 

Tunisie (137); Van der Veken: N iger (61), B u run d i 

(18), K enya (54); Verdcourt: K enya (80); Vervaet: 
R épu b liq u e  sudafricaine (14); Wauters: K enya (5)

D e  plus, le Ja rd in  bo tan ique  nationa l de Be lg ique 

a re?u du British M useum  (N atura l H istory ) une 

série d ’ env iron 6 500 dup licata  de la co llection L E  

T E S T U  (herbiers L E  T E S T U  et T IS S E R A N T ) en 

provenance du G ab o n , de la R épub liq ue  centrafri- 

caine, de la R épub liq ue  du  B én in  et du  M o zam b i­

que.

PROGRÊS ACCOM PLIS DANS LA CA RT O G RA PH IE  DE 

L ’ A FR IQ U E

La série ‘D istribu tiones P lan tarum  A fr ic an a rum ’ , 

éditée par le Ja rd in  bo tan ique  nationa l de B e lg ique , 

s’ est enrichie de 10 fascicules supplém entaires, á 

savoir:

fasc. 13 ( ju in  1978): Rub iaceae  (E . Robbrech t): 25 

cartes; Z ingiberaceae (J. M . Lock): 9 

cartes.

fasc. 14 (déc. 1978): Ebenaceae (F . W h ite ): 55 

cartes.

fasc. 15 ( ju in  1979): M yrsinaceae (A . T aton): 36 

cartes.

fasc. 16 (déc. 1979): R ub iaceae (E . R obbrech t): 32 

cartes.

fasc. 17 (dec. 1979): R ub iaceae (C . Puff): 26 cartes; 

Po lygalaceae (F . J . B re te ler &  A . 

Sm issaert-Houw ing): 6 cartes; Z in g ib e r­

aceae (J. M . Lock): 3 cartes; L iliaceae (H . 

B a ijna th ): 3 cartes, 

fasc. 18 ( ju in  1980): O rch idaceae (D . G eerinck ): 30 

cartes.

fasc. 19 ( ju in  1980): D ichapetalaceae (F .J .

Breteler): 32 cartes, 

fasc. 20 ( ju in  1980): M yrsinaceae (A . T aton): 24 

cartes; Index  des fascicules 1-20 . 

fasc. 21 ( ju in  1981): Rub iaceae  (C . Puff): 22 cartes; 

Rub iaceae  (E . R obbrech t): 12 cartes; 

Rub iaceae  (E . R obbrech t &  C . Puff): 2 

cartes; Rub iaceae  (D . B ridson): 1 carte; 

Apocynaceae (F . K up icha): 3 cartes, 

fasc. 22 (déc. 1981): O rch idaceae (H . P. L inder): 

25 cartes; Apocynaceae (A . C . P laizier): 5 

cartes; Rub iaceae  (E . R obbrech t): 2 

cartes.

Diverses autres cartes on t été pub liées dans le 

B u lle tin  du  Ja rd in  bo tan ique  nationa l de Be lg ique et 

dans le B u lle tin  de la Société royale de bo tan ique  de 

Be lg ique par les auteurs suivants:

Bamps, P. & L e jo ly , J. 1981. Une nouvelle espêce de 

Phyllobotryum (Flacourtiaceae) en Afrique centrale. Bull. 
Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 51: 423-426. 2 cartes représentant 2 

espêces au Zaire.

Denys, E., 1981. Les Lasianthus Jack. (Rubiaceae) du Zaire, du 

Rwanda et du Burundi. Bull. Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 51: 

445-456. 4 cartes représentant 5 espêces au Zaire. 

Kupicha, F. K ., 1981. Studies on African Apocynaceae: two new 

taxa in Alafia Thouars. Bull. Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 51:
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153-163. 1 carte représentant 2 espêces et 2 sous-espêces en 

Afrique.

L e jo ly , J. & Lisowski, S., 1981. Presence d’ Oxalis barrelieri au 

Zaire. Bull. Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 51: 359-365. 1 carte 

représentant 1 espêce au Zaire.

L e jo ly , J. & Lisowski, S., 1981. Nouvelles données concernant 

la distribution géographique en Afrique centrale de 

Trichocladus ellipticus Eckl. & Zeyh. subsp. malosanus 
(Bak.) Verde. (Hamamelidaceae). Bull. Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 
51: 427-430. 1 carte représentant une espêce au Zaire.

Rasmussen, F. N. & H., 1979. Notes on the morphology and 

taxonomy of Diceratostele gabonensis (Orchidaceae). Bull. 
Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 49: 139-148. 1 carte représentant 1 

espêce en Afrique.

R obb rech t, E ., 1978. Sericanthe, a new African genus of 

Rubiaceae (Coffeeae). Bull. Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 48: 3-78. 1 

carte représentant 1 genre avec ses composantes phyto- 

géographiques en Afrique.

R obb rech t, E., 1979. The African genus Tricalysia A. Rich. 

(Rubiaceae - Coffeeae). 1. A  revision of the subgenus 

Empogona. Bull. Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 49: 239-360. 9 cartes 

représentant 1 sous-genre avec ses 4 groupes et 3 espêces en 

Afrique.

R o bb rech t, E., 1981. Studies in tropical African Rubiaceae 1. 

Bull. Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 51: 165-189. 2 cartes représentant 

2 genres en Afrique.

R o bb rech t, E., 1981. Studies in tropical African Rubiaceae 2. 

Bull. Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 51: 359-378. 1 carte représentant 

1 genre en Afrique.

R obb rech t, E. & P u ff, C., 1981. Mericocalyx Bamps —  

synonymous with Otiophora Zucc. (Rubiaceae). Bull. Jard. 
bot. nat. Belg. 51: 143-151. 2 cartes représentant 1 espêce 

avec ses 2 variétés au Burundi.
Symoens, J. J ., V an  de V e ld e n  J. & Buscher, P., 1979. 

Contribution á 1’ étude de la taxonomie et de la distribution 

de Potamogeton nodosus Poir. et P. thunbergii Cham. & 

Schlechtend. en Afrique. Bull. Soc. r. Bot. Belg. 112: 

79-95. 2 cartes représentant 2 espêces en Afrique.

W hite , F., 1978. The taxonomy, ecology and chorology of 

African Ebenaceae. I. The Guineo-Congolian species. Bull. 
Jard. bot. nat. Belg. 48: 245-358. 12 Cartes représentant 1 

genre avec ses composantes phytogéographiques, 1 section 

et 3 espêces en Afrique.

P. B a m p s*

* Jardin Botanique National, Domaine de Bouchout, B-1860 

Meise, Belgium.

P L A N T  E X P L O R A T IO N  IN  U G A N D A

The M ap  o f U ganda  shows its s ituation  and 

ne ighbouring  territories. It lies in the heart o f A fr ica  

and is between latitudes 1°30' south and 4° north ; 

longitudes 29° and 35° east. It  is abou t 1 300 km  from  

the eastern coast. The land mass and lakes have 

varying altitudes above sea level. In  the east, it 

borders K enya, in the west Z a ire , in the north  Sudan  

and in the south R w anda  and T anzania .

U ganda  is referred to as a crossroads o f 

continenta l vegetation . There is the Sahara vegeta­

tion  represented by the north-eastern succulent 

scrubland. F rom  ne ighbouring  T anzan ia  in the 

south, M iyom bo  savanna-vegetation crosses the 

country in to  Sudan . The west A fr ican  vegetation can 

be found  in the south-west h igh lands o f U ganda  and 

the Sem lik i Forest in the western rift valley. The 

M au  P lateau vegetation from  western K enya 

occupies the eastern grasslands. There are three high 

m ounta ins  nam ely  the Ruw enzoris , E lgon  and 

M u fum b iras . Ericaceous zones occur on these 

m oun ta ins , add ing  a tem perate type o f vegetation to 

the rich U gandan  flora.

E ach  type o f vegetation is very diversified. A n  

example is the lake shore forest w hich is dom ina ted  

by Piptadeniastrum in the upper storeys, whereas the 

lower storeys are com posed o f  very m any d ifferent 

genera and species. In  some sw am p forest areas 

palm s like Raphia are characteristic o f the fo rm ation  

and m ay be associated w ith  m any  species o f 

pteridophytes.

A m o n g  the m any water p lants, Cyperus papyrus 
is a com m on  sedge found  on  rivers and lake edges. 

O the r plants are sm all and free floating , for exam ple 

species o f  Utricularia.

A rab le  lands have a flora o f  the ir ow n. I t  is a flora 

which has evolved through  ages o f land  use. Bidens 
pilosa, Oxalis latifolia and m any  others are noxious 

weeds.

It is this richness and diversity o f  flora and 

vegetation that stim ulated p lan t exploration  o f 

U ganda . First and forem ost were the early 

continenta l explorers. A m o n g  m any others was 

E m in , w ho is com m em orated  in the tree Maesopsis 
eminii, one o f the com m onest and m ost useful plants 

in U ganda . The continenta l explorers were fo llow ed 

by scientists, whose collections were sent to 

E u ropean  herbaria .

In  the late 19th century , a scientific departm ent 

was set up  in the country. A m o n g  other th ings, its 

ob ject was the co llection and study o f U gandan  

plants o f econom ic im portance . It  began w ith  the 

found ing  in  1898 o f the E ntebbe  B o tan ica l G arden  

and the herbarium  now  know n as the K aw anda  

H erbarium . The herbarium  was later m oved to 

K aw anda A gricu ltu ra l Research S tation . It  is housed 

and shares a room  w ith  an insect m useum  in  a 

com plex o f adm in istrative build ings. A m o n g  the 

notab le collectors in  U ganda  was Purseglove, w ho 

collected m any  specimens. H e  was once an 

agricultural officer in  the district o f south-western 

U ganda . The early thirties and late forties were 

characterized by a spate o f p lan t collecting. 

H ow ever, am ongst local scientific workers, po litica l 

aw areness ap p e a re d  e a r lie r  th a n  sc ie n tif ic  

awareness.

W hen  the expatriate experts left the country , 

there was nobody  to curate the he rbarium  collec­

tions. Som etim e before U ganda  becam e indepen ­

dent, the K aw anda H erb ar ium  came to a standstill. 

M ain tenance  o f  the existing specimens fell be low  

norm al standards. A s  a result, some sheets, abou t 

12% , have been destroyed: instead o f the orig ina l

25 000 specimens there are now  22 000. H ow ever, it 

is gratify ing to  report that a fresh and dedicated 

effort has been organ ized at the K aw anda  A g r icu l­

tural station. The he rbarium  now  has a graduate


