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onom y , nom enclature , general d is tr ibu tion  and 

observations;

Genus and infrageneric taxa: literature c ita tion , 

type species, synonym s, etym ology, taxonom y , 

d istr ibu tion  and observations;

Species and infraspecific taxa: literature cita­

t io n , basionym  (if any ), type, synonym s, 

taxonom y , nom enclature , etym ology, illustra­

tions (an  orig inal draw ing o f a herbarium  

spec im en), localities (w ith in  the area concerned 

and inc lud ing  d is tr ibu tion  m ap ), ecology, 

vernacu lar nam es and possible u tiliza tion .

The taxonom y is e lucidated through a study o f 

herbarium  specimens housed in the T ropical 

H erbarium  o f F lorence (E rbar io  T ropicale  di F irenze

-  FT) and num erous other herbaria , in particu lar

F I, K , P and the B M , but also A C D , B , B P , B R , C , 

C O I ,  E , E A ,  E T H , F R , G , G H ,  L , L E , N , M E L , 

M O , N , N A  and U S , P A L , P R C , S, S T R , S T U , T O  

&  T O M , U P S , W  & W U , W A G  and Z .

Revisions o f 20 fam ilies o f P teridophytes (m a in ly  

by R . E . G . P ichi Serm olli) and 16 fam ilies o f 

Ang iosperm s have been pub lished to date. Scientific 

staff o f several Ita lia n  bo tan ica l institu tions (F iren ­

ze, G enova  and Perugia) and fore ign contributors 

have co llaborated in the revison o f these fam ilies. 

O the r fam ilies are presently receiving attention .

G . M O G G P

* Istituto Botanico dell’ Universita, via la Pira 4, 50121 Firenze, 

Italy.

F L O R A  O F  T R O P IC A L  E A S T  A F R IC A

Pub licaton  o f the Flora o f Tropical East Africa has 

been in terrupted since the East A fr ican  C o m m u n ity , 

which provided funds for p rin ting , was dissolved in 

1977. The G ooden iaceae  (F. G . D av ies), G u ttife rae  

(P . B am ps, N . Robson  and B . V erdcourt) and 

Thym elaeaceae (B . Peterson) were pub lished from  a 

residue o f form er funds in 1978. T hereafter, no 

practical advance was m ade , despite extensive 

consu lta tion , un til changes in U .K . G ove rnm en t 

policy m ade it possible to offer the pub lica tion  to 

private enterprise. In  consequence, A . A . B a lkem a 

undertook  to pub lish  the F lora from  the end o f 1980 

in a form at closely m atch ing  previous issues.

The Balsam inaceae (C . G rey-W ilson), Cruciferae 

(B . Jonse ll), G ram ineae  Part 3 (W . D . C lay ton  and

S. A . Renvo ize ) and Rutaceae (J. O . K okw aro ) are 

scheduled to appear early in 1982. The fo llow ing  

parts are ready for press (A m aran thaceae  (C . C . 

T ow nsend), A m ary llidaceae  (Inge r B j0 rn s tad ), 

Anacard iaceae (J. O . K okw aro ), Cyclocheilaceae 

(W . M ara is ), Erythroxylaceae (N . R obson  and B . 

V e rd c o u r t ) ,  Ix o n a n th a c e a e  (B . V e rd c o u r t ) ,  

M yro tham naceae  (M arie  Byw ater), M yrsinaceae 

(P . H a l l id a y ) ,  N esogenaceae  (W . M a ra is ) , 

O rch idaceae Part 2 (P . J . C r ib b ) , Pa lm ae (J. 

D r a n s f ie ld ) ,  S m ila c a c e a e  ( E .  J .  C o w le y ) ,  

Z ing iberaceae (J. M . L ock ) and Zygophy llaceae 

(M . N . E l H ad id i) .

W ith  the pub lica tion  o f these parts, altogether 

about 1 150 prin ted  pages, the F lora should be m ore 

than h a lf  com plete . There is no cause to revise the 

estimate in Boissiera 24: 607-608 (1976) o f a tota l 

vascular flora o f 10 000-11 000 species and a 

com p le tion  date around  the turn  o f the century. 

Nevertheless, the relative escalation o f p r in ting  costs 

is worrying. It is convenient at this tim e to list the 

parts pub lished w ith their revised prices. They are 

ob ta inab le  from  A . A . B a lkem a , Box 1675, 3000 B R  

R o tte rd am , N etherlands (fo r U .S .A . and C anada: 

99 M a in  Street, Salem  N H  03079); Pub lications 

D epartm en t, R oya l B o tan ic  G ardens , K ew , R ic h ­

m ond , Surrey T W 9  3 A B , E ng land ; G ove rnm en t 

B ookshop , Box 569, L on do n  SE1 9 N H , E ng land ; 

Text B o ok  Centre  L td ., K ijab e  Street, Box 47540,

N a irob i, K enya; G ove rnm en t Pub lications Agency , 

Box 1801, D a r  es Sa laam , T anzan ia  and G ove rn ­

m ent Prin ter, Box 33, E n tebbe , U ganda .

Parts pub lished to date are as follows:

Foreword and preface 0.50

Glossary £1.00

Aizoaceae, 1961, 37pp., 11 figs £1.00

Alangiaceae, 1958,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Alismataceae, 1960,16pp., 7 figs £1.00

Annonaceae, 1971,128pp., 29 figs £3.20

Aquifoliaceae, 1968, 4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Araliaceae, 1968, 23pp., 5 figs £1.00

Basellaceae, 1968,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Berberidaceae, 1966, 4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Bixaceae, 1975, 3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Brexiaceae, 1968, 3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Butomaceae, 1960,3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Buxaceae, 1962,3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Cabombaceae, 1971, 3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Cactaceae, 1968,7pp., 2 figs 0.50

Campanulaceae, 1976, 39pp., 7 figs £1.00

Canellaceae, 1956,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Cannabaceae, 1975,3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Capparidaceae, 1964, 88pp., 14 figs £2.20

Caprifoliaceae, 1968,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Caricaceae, 1958,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Caryophyllaceae, 1956,30pp., 14 figs £1.00

Chenopodiaceae, 1954, 26pp., 7 figs £1.00

Cochlospermaceae, 1975, 3pp., 1 fig 0.50

Combretaceae, 1973,99pp., 13 figs £2.50

Connaraceae, 1956, 27pp., 9 figs £1.00

Convolvulaceae, 1963,161pp., 26 figs £4.05

Cornaceae, 1958, 3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Cucurbitaceae, 1967,156pp., 26 figs £3.90

Dilleniaceae, 1968, 6pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Dioscoreaceae, 1975, 26pp., 5 figs £1.00

Dipsacaceae, 1968,12pp.,4  figs £1.00

Droseraceae, 1959, 6pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Elatinaceae, 1968,5pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Escalloniaceae, 1973,3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Flacourtiaceae, 1975,68pp., 21 figs £1.70

Flagellariaceae, 1971,3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Fumariaceae, 1962, 5pp., 2 figs 0.50

Geraniaceae, 1971,23pp., 4 figs £1.00

Goodeniaceae, 1978,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Gramineae, Part 1,1970,176pp., 55 figs £4.40

Gramineae, Part 2,1974, 273pp., 64 figs £6.85

Guttiferae, 1978, 34pp., 6 figs £1.00

Gymnospermae, 1958,16pp., 5 figs £1.00

Haloragaceae, 1973,9pp., 3 figs £1.00

Hamamelidaceae, 1971,5pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Hypericaceae, 1953, 22pp., 5 figs £1.00
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Icacinaceae, 1968,18pp., 6 figs £1.00

Juncaceae, 1966,11pp., 2 figs £1.00

Juncaginaceae, 1971, 3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Lecythidaceae, 1971,6pp., 2 figs 0.50

Leguminosae subfam. Caesalpinioideae, -
1967, 230pp., 52 figs £5.75

Leguminosae subfam. Mimosoideae,
• £30 the set1959,173pp., 23 figs £4.35

Leguminosae subfam. Papilionoideae,

1971,1108pp., 155 figs £27.70 .

Lemnaceae, 1973,9pp., 2 figs £1.00

Lentibulariaceae, 1973, 26pp., 3 figs £1.00

Linaceae, 1966,12pp., 3 figs £1.00

Loganiaceae, 1960,47pp., 8 figs £1.20

Malpighiaceae, 1968,27pp., 8 figs £1.00

Marantaceae, 1952,10pp., 2 figs £1.00

Melastomataceae, 1975, 94pp., 21 figs £2.35

Melianthaceae, 1958,7pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Menispermaceae, 1956, 32pp., 5 figs £1.00

Monimiaceae, 1968,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Montiniaceae, 1973,6pp., 2 figs 0.50

Olacaceae, 1968, 15pp., 6 figs £1.00

Oleaceae, 1952, 31pp., 7 figs £1.00

Oliniaceae, 1975,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Onagraceae, 1953, 22pp., 4 figs £1.00

Opiliaceae, 1968,7pp., 2 figs 0.50

Orchidaceae, Part 1,1968, 236pp., 41 figs £5.90

Orobanchaceae, 1957, 7pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Oxalidaceae, 1971,19pp., 3 figs £1.00

Papaveraceae, 1962,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Passifloraceae, 1975, 70pp., 10 figs £1.75

Pedaliaceae, 1953, 22pp., 7 figs £1.00

Phytolaccaceae, 1971,8pp., 3 figs 0.50

Pittosporaceae, 1966,14pp., 2 figs £1.00

Plantaginaceae, 1971,7pp., 2 figs 0.50

Plumbaginaceae, 1976,12pp., 4 figs £1.00

Polygonaceae, 1958, 40pp., 6 figs £1.00

Pontederiaceae, 1968, 8pp., 3 figs 0.50

Primulaceae, 1958, 20pp., 5 figs £1.00

Ranunculaceae, 1952, 23pp., 5 figs £1.00

Resedaceae, 1958,6pp., 2 figs 0.50

Rhamnaceae, 1972,40pp., 12 figs £1.00

Rhizophoraceae, 1956, 20pp., 5 figs £1.00

Rosaceae, 1960, 61pp., 8 figs £1.55

Rubiaceae, Part 1,1976,414pp., 59 figs £10.35

Salvadoraceae, 1968,9pp., 3 figs £1.00

Sapotaceae, 1968, 78pp., 13 figs £1.95

Scytopetalaceae, 1968, 3pp., 1 fig. 0.50
Sonneratiaceae, 1968, 3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Sphenocleaceae, 1968, 3pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Taccaceae, 1962, 4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Tamaricaceae, 1966,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Tecophilaeaceae, 1966,7pp., 2 figs 0.50

Theaceae, 1962,8pp., 3 figs 0.50
Thymelaeaceae, 1978,37pp., 8 figs £1.00

Trapaceae, 1953,4pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Turneraceae, 1954,20pp., 5 figs £1.00

Typhaceae, 1971,5pp., 1 fig. 0.50
Ulmaceae, 1966,15pp., 3 figs £1.00

Vahliaceae, 1975,5pp., 1 fig. 0.50

Valerianaceae, 1968, 9pp., 3 figs £1.00

Velloziaceae, 1975, 9pp., 1 fig. £1.00

The most notab le  extensions o f East A frican  

bo tan ica l exploration  in the last five years have been 

in the Selous G am e  Reserve o f SE  T anzan ia  [see 

V ollesen in O pera  Botan ica N o . 59 (1980)] and in 

the northern parts o f Kenya around  K u la l [see 

H epper, Jaeger et al., A n  annotated check-list o f  
plants o f Mt Kulal, IP A L  Tech. R ep . (1982)] and 

especially towards the Som ali border. C o llabora tion  

between the University o f D a r  es Salaam  and Kew 

has led to expeditions by C r ib b , Grey-W ilson and 

M w asum bi to the M ahenge region (the type locality 

o f m any species nam ed from  Schlieben collections) 

and to the Southern  H igh lands o f T anzan ia  in 1977, 

and by H ooper , M w asum b i and  T ow nsend to 

western T anzan ia  in 1980. C ribb  and Leedal have 

produced a well-illustrated popu la r guide to the 

Mountain Flowers o f Southern Tanzania, to be 

pub lished shortly by A . A . B a lkem a . The University 

o f U ppsala  has continued student exchanges w ith  the 

local universities, w ith  special em phasis on  the 

m ed ic ina l plants o f T anzania .

R . M . POLH ILL*

* Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond TW9 3AE, Surrey, 

United Kingdom.

T H E  T O G O  F L O R A  P R O JE C T

The F lora o f Togo Pro ject, a im ing  at the 

pub lica tion  o f a m anua l in  French on  the flowering 

p lan t species o f T ogo , was in itia ted  at the Bo tan ic  

M useum , Berlin-D ah lem , W est G erm any , in 1972. 

It is now  nearing com p le tion  and the m anuscript w ill 

go to the press in the near future. The editors are 

indebted to m any persons, bo th  liv ing and deceased, 

from  various countries, w ho have furthered this 

Project by collecting plants and by contribu ting  

valuab le treatm ents.

The first bo tan ica l explorations in Togo were 

undertaken  by arm y officers, resident collectors and 

expeditions during  the G erm an  co lon ia l period from  

1884-1914. Eng ler (1911) presented their results in 

a rather deta iled synthesis. In  later years it was 

m ain ly  French botanists w ho enlarged ou r know ­

ledge o f the flora o f Togo. W hen  the R epub lic  o f 

Togo reached independence in 1966, bo tan ica l fie ld 

work was m uch intensified. Since 1972 a close 

cooperation  has been established in this regard 

between the B en in  University in L om é , the Service

de la Protection des V égétaux in Lom é-Cacaveli and 

the Botan ica l M useum , Berlin-Dah lem .

The num ber o f p lan t specimens gathered in Togo 

during  the last ten years exceeds 10 000. To these,

5 000-6  000 brought together in earlier days 

(U rban , 1917; H epper &  N eate , 1971), m ay be 

added. These figures indicate a high level o f floristic 

investigation, which is confirm ed by the ratio o f 

specimens to species num bers. The num ber o f 

species recorded in the F lora o f W est T ropical 

A frica  (F W T A ) in the seven m a jo r fam ilies 

(H eppe r, 1965, 1972) is approx im ate ly  three times 

that which is presently know n for Togo (Table 1); by 

extrapolating the tota l figure from  F W T A  (7 037 

flowering p lan t species) one arrives at an estimate o f

2 300 species for the flora o f T ogo (tak ing  into 

account some d istortions, a figure o f barely 2 000 

species is even m ore realistic). This m eans, by 

de fin ition  (H eppe r, 1979), that Togo now  belongs to 

the ‘well-known’ areas o f A fr ica , because ‘m ore than 

three times as m any specimens as species have been 

co llected’ .


