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The most notab le  extensions o f East A frican  

bo tan ica l exploration  in the last five years have been 

in the Selous G am e  Reserve o f SE  T anzan ia  [see 

V ollesen in O pera  Botan ica N o . 59 (1980)] and in 

the northern parts o f Kenya around  K u la l [see 

H epper, Jaeger et al., A n  annotated check-list o f  
plants o f Mt Kulal, IP A L  Tech. R ep . (1982)] and 

especially towards the Som ali border. C o llabora tion  

between the University o f D a r  es Salaam  and Kew 

has led to expeditions by C r ib b , Grey-W ilson and 

M w asum bi to the M ahenge region (the type locality 

o f m any species nam ed from  Schlieben collections) 

and to the Southern  H igh lands o f T anzan ia  in 1977, 

and by H ooper , M w asum b i and  T ow nsend to 

western T anzan ia  in 1980. C ribb  and Leedal have 

produced a well-illustrated popu la r guide to the 

Mountain Flowers o f Southern Tanzania, to be 

pub lished shortly by A . A . B a lkem a . The University 

o f U ppsala  has continued student exchanges w ith  the 

local universities, w ith  special em phasis on  the 

m ed ic ina l plants o f T anzania .

R . M . POLH ILL*

* Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, Richmond TW9 3AE, Surrey, 

United Kingdom.

T H E  T O G O  F L O R A  P R O JE C T

The F lora o f Togo Pro ject, a im ing  at the 

pub lica tion  o f a m anua l in  French on  the flowering 

p lan t species o f T ogo , was in itia ted  at the Bo tan ic  

M useum , Berlin-D ah lem , W est G erm any , in 1972. 

It is now  nearing com p le tion  and the m anuscript w ill 

go to the press in the near future. The editors are 

indebted to m any persons, bo th  liv ing and deceased, 

from  various countries, w ho have furthered this 

Project by collecting plants and by contribu ting  

valuab le treatm ents.

The first bo tan ica l explorations in Togo were 

undertaken  by arm y officers, resident collectors and 

expeditions during  the G erm an  co lon ia l period from  

1884-1914. Eng ler (1911) presented their results in 

a rather deta iled synthesis. In  later years it was 

m ain ly  French botanists w ho enlarged ou r know ­

ledge o f the flora o f Togo. W hen  the R epub lic  o f 

Togo reached independence in 1966, bo tan ica l fie ld 

work was m uch intensified. Since 1972 a close 

cooperation  has been established in this regard 

between the B en in  University in L om é , the Service

de la Protection des V égétaux in Lom é-Cacaveli and 

the Botan ica l M useum , Berlin-Dah lem .

The num ber o f p lan t specimens gathered in Togo 

during  the last ten years exceeds 10 000. To these,

5 000-6  000 brought together in earlier days 

(U rban , 1917; H epper &  N eate , 1971), m ay be 

added. These figures indicate a high level o f floristic 

investigation, which is confirm ed by the ratio o f 

specimens to species num bers. The num ber o f 

species recorded in the F lora o f W est T ropical 

A frica  (F W T A ) in the seven m a jo r fam ilies 

(H eppe r, 1965, 1972) is approx im ate ly  three times 

that which is presently know n for Togo (Table 1); by 

extrapolating the tota l figure from  F W T A  (7 037 

flowering p lan t species) one arrives at an estimate o f

2 300 species for the flora o f T ogo (tak ing  into 

account some d istortions, a figure o f barely 2 000 

species is even m ore realistic). This m eans, by 

de fin ition  (H eppe r, 1979), that Togo now  belongs to 

the ‘well-known’ areas o f A fr ica , because ‘m ore than 

three times as m any specimens as species have been 

co llected’ .
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TABLE 1.— Comparative species numbers for the seven major flowering plant families in Togo (56 600 sq km) and West Africa (4 508 000

sq km)

Family
W. Africa 

FWTA 

(1954-72)

Togo

Engler

(1911)

Togo

FWTA

Togo

presently

known

Leguminosae 728 79 103 297

Gramineae 615 52 110 249

Rubiaceae 559 45 42 129

Orchidaceae 403 8 16 76

Cyperaceae 314 36 64 145

Compositae 293 18 25 95

Euphorbiaceae 275 20 43 89

Total 3 187 258 403 1 080
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Recent collections have led to some add itions to 

the ‘F lora o f W est T ropical A fr ic a ’ , in  particu lar and 

most im po rtan tly , to the description o f eight new 

species: Anadelphia liebigiana H . Scho lz , Digitaria  
ursulae H . Scho lz, Osbeckia togoensis Leuenberger, 

Phyllanthus gagnioevae B rune i &  R o u x , P. 
magnificens B rune i &  R o u x , P. rouxii B rune i, 

Pseudovigna puerarioides E rn , and Schoenoplectus 
raynalianus U . Scholz.

The F lora o f Togo M an u a l, w hich is to be 

supp lem ented by a separate, illustrated vo lum e for 

the G lum iflo rae  (Gram ineae, Cyperaceae), w ill 

include keys for de te rm ina tion , fu ll c itation  o f 

know n he rbarium  specimens, and an ind ica tion  o f 

the d is tr ibu tion  w ith in  five m ain  phytogeographical 

subdivisions. D a ta  from  the literature are also 

incorporated com plete ly , even though  in  some cases 

it has not been possible to trace and revise the 

corresponding specimens, m any o f the o lder ones 

being buried  in  large collections o r hav ing been 

destroyed in  W o r ld  W a r I I .  Such unavo idab le  

shortcom ings and others that one m ay detect, w ill 

hopefu lly  contribute  to stim ulate further research.

R E P O R T  O N  T H E  P R O G R E S S  O F  C O N S P E C T U S  F L O R A E  A N G O L E N S IS

The po litica l changes that have taken  place in  

recent years bo th  in Portugal and A n go la  have , to a 

certain extent, in fluenced the deve lopm ent o f 

‘Conspectus F lorae Ango lens is ’ . In  fact, since the 

last report on  the progress o f this w ork was 

presented viz. A . Fernandes in  Boissiera 24: 

617-619 (1976), on ly  a single vo lum e has been 

pub lished , this be ing the P teridophyta by E . A . C . 

L . E . Schelpe (Selaginellaceae and  Isoetaceae by E .

A . C . L . E . Schelpe &  A . C . Je rm y , and 

M arsileaceae by E . L aune rt). This vo lum e runs to 

197 pages w ith  33 line-drawing plates and covers all

26 fam ilies o f P teridophyta that have been found  in  

A ngo la . It  was pub lished in  L isbon  on  A ugust 25th

1977 by the Ju n ta  de Investigagoes C ientificas do  

U ltram ar (Overseas Scientific Research B oard ) 

which also funded  the pub lica tion ; the Portuguese 

version o f the Eng lish  m anuscript was prepared by 

Rosette B . Fernandes and E . J . M endes.

M ean tim e , it was decided that the creation o f an 

E d ito r ia l B oard  w ou ld  be desirable, and that a ll the

institutions p rom o ting  the pro ject should  be 

represented on  this B oard , nam ely  the Institu to  

B o tán ico  da Univers idade de C o im bra  and the 

D epartm en t o f  B o tany  o f  the British  M useum  

(N atura l H is tory ), founda tion  m em bers since the 

first fascicle o f the C .F . A .  was pub lished in  1937, the 

Centro  de B o tán ica  da Ju n ta  de In v e s t ig a te s  do 

U ltram ar which jo ined  them  in 1960, and also m ore 

recently, in  1980, the D epartam en to  de C iências 

B io lóg icas, o f  the Centro  N ac iona l de Investigagao 

C ien tifica , L uanda . Those presently representing 

these institutions as m em bers o f the E d ito r ia l B oard  

are Rosette B . Fernandes, E . L aunert, E . J . M endes 

and O . J . A . de M enezes, respectively.

The next fascicle o f this w ork , dea ling  w ith  the 

Crassulaceae, by Rosette B . Fernandes, is scheduled 

for pub lica tion  at the end o f 1981 or the beg inn ing  o f 

1982, and w ill com plete the pub lica tion  o f a ll the 

fam ilies o f  the Po lypetalae that are know n  to be 

represented in  A ngo la . The delay in  pub lish ing  the 

study on  the Crassulaceae is due to the death  at a


