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TABLE 1.— Comparative species numbers for the seven major flowering plant families in Togo (56 600 sq km) and West Africa (4 508 000

sq km)

Family
W. Africa 

FWTA 

(1954-72)

Togo

Engler

(1911)

Togo

FWTA

Togo

presently

known

Leguminosae 728 79 103 297

Gramineae 615 52 110 249

Rubiaceae 559 45 42 129

Orchidaceae 403 8 16 76

Cyperaceae 314 36 64 145

Compositae 293 18 25 95

Euphorbiaceae 275 20 43 89

Total 3 187 258 403 1 080
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Recent collections have led to some add itions to 

the ‘F lora o f W est T ropical A fr ic a ’ , in  particu lar and 

most im po rtan tly , to the description o f eight new 

species: Anadelphia liebigiana H . Scho lz , Digitaria  
ursulae H . Scho lz, Osbeckia togoensis Leuenberger, 

Phyllanthus gagnioevae B rune i &  R o u x , P. 
magnificens B rune i &  R o u x , P. rouxii B rune i, 

Pseudovigna puerarioides E rn , and Schoenoplectus 
raynalianus U . Scholz.

The F lora o f Togo M an u a l, w hich is to be 

supp lem ented by a separate, illustrated vo lum e for 

the G lum iflo rae  (Gram ineae, Cyperaceae), w ill 

include keys for de te rm ina tion , fu ll c itation  o f 

know n he rbarium  specimens, and an ind ica tion  o f 

the d is tr ibu tion  w ith in  five m ain  phytogeographical 

subdivisions. D a ta  from  the literature are also 

incorporated com plete ly , even though  in  some cases 

it has not been possible to trace and revise the 

corresponding specimens, m any o f the o lder ones 

being buried  in  large collections o r hav ing been 

destroyed in  W o r ld  W a r I I .  Such unavo idab le  

shortcom ings and others that one m ay detect, w ill 

hopefu lly  contribute  to stim ulate further research.

R E P O R T  O N  T H E  P R O G R E S S  O F  C O N S P E C T U S  F L O R A E  A N G O L E N S IS

The po litica l changes that have taken  place in  

recent years bo th  in Portugal and A n go la  have , to a 

certain extent, in fluenced the deve lopm ent o f 

‘Conspectus F lorae Ango lens is ’ . In  fact, since the 

last report on  the progress o f this w ork was 

presented viz. A . Fernandes in  Boissiera 24: 

617-619 (1976), on ly  a single vo lum e has been 

pub lished , this be ing the P teridophyta by E . A . C . 

L . E . Schelpe (Selaginellaceae and  Isoetaceae by E .

A . C . L . E . Schelpe &  A . C . Je rm y , and 

M arsileaceae by E . L aune rt). This vo lum e runs to 

197 pages w ith  33 line-drawing plates and covers all

26 fam ilies o f P teridophyta that have been found  in  

A ngo la . It  was pub lished in  L isbon  on  A ugust 25th

1977 by the Ju n ta  de Investigagoes C ientificas do  

U ltram ar (Overseas Scientific Research B oard ) 

which also funded  the pub lica tion ; the Portuguese 

version o f the Eng lish  m anuscript was prepared by 

Rosette B . Fernandes and E . J . M endes.

M ean tim e , it was decided that the creation o f an 

E d ito r ia l B oard  w ou ld  be desirable, and that a ll the

institutions p rom o ting  the pro ject should  be 

represented on  this B oard , nam ely  the Institu to  

B o tán ico  da Univers idade de C o im bra  and the 

D epartm en t o f  B o tany  o f  the British  M useum  

(N atura l H is tory ), founda tion  m em bers since the 

first fascicle o f the C .F . A .  was pub lished in  1937, the 

Centro  de B o tán ica  da Ju n ta  de In v e s t ig a te s  do 

U ltram ar which jo ined  them  in 1960, and also m ore 

recently, in  1980, the D epartam en to  de C iências 

B io lóg icas, o f  the Centro  N ac iona l de Investigagao 

C ien tifica , L uanda . Those presently representing 

these institutions as m em bers o f the E d ito r ia l B oard  

are Rosette B . Fernandes, E . L aunert, E . J . M endes 

and O . J . A . de M enezes, respectively.

The next fascicle o f this w ork , dea ling  w ith  the 

Crassulaceae, by Rosette B . Fernandes, is scheduled 

for pub lica tion  at the end o f 1981 or the beg inn ing  o f 

1982, and w ill com plete the pub lica tion  o f a ll the 

fam ilies o f  the Po lypetalae that are know n  to be 

represented in  A ngo la . The delay in  pub lish ing  the 

study on  the Crassulaceae is due to the death  at a
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very o ld  age o f R aym ond-H am et, w ho had in itia lly  

been in charge o f studying this fam ily .

The present m em bers o f the E d ito r ia l B oard  o f 

the C .F .A . are endeavouring  to ob ta in  in ternationa l 

assistance from  various experts, and the fo llow ing 

authors have already prom ised their co-operation 

for the preparation  o f the accounts o f the fo llow ing 

fam ilies: Loganiaceae and Apocynaceae (A . J . M . 

Leeuw enberg, W agen ingen ), Ericaceae (R . Ross, 

L on do n ), Lobeliaceae (M . T hu lin , U ppsa la ), Ebe- 

naceae (F . W h ite , O x fo rd ); Portuguese taxonom ists 

have been asked to prepare texts for the fo llow ing 

fam ilies: B ignon iaceae (E . J . M endes &  M aria

A d é lia  D in iz ; L IS C ); Boraginaceae (E . S. M artins; 

L IS C ); Convolvu laceae (M aria  Leonor G on?alves; 

L IS C ); G en tianaceae  (J . Paiva; C O I ) ;  Solanaceae 

(A . E . Gongalves; L IS C ) and Verbenaceae (Rosette

B . Fernandes; C O I) .  Thus we believe that 

significant progress in the pub lica tion  o f the C .F .A . 

w ill be achieved in the near future.
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R E P O R T  O N  T H E  P R O G R E S S  O F  F L O R A  D E  M O Z A M B IQ U E

A . Fernandes founded  F lora de M ozam b ique  

w hen the Ju n ta  de In v e s t ig a te s  do U ltram ar 

(Overseas Research B oard ) recognized the im po rt

ance o f launch ing  the pub lica tion  o f such a flora in 

the Portuguese language, basically for the use o f 

college teachers and university professors in 

M ozam b ique , bu t also to assist technicians and o ther 

persons interested in problem s relating to the 

vegetation o f M ozam b ique , and w ho m ight not be 

fam ilia r w ith  Eng lish . Therefore the 17 first fascicles 

o f this w ork were pub lished in 1969, each covering 

one Phanerogam ic fam ily , and 19 m ore were 

pub lished in 1973.

In  spite o f the po litica l changes that took  place in 

Portugal in  1974, it was possible to resume 

pub lication  o f this flora five years later, w ith  the 

release o f 13 fascicles, 12 o f which deal w ith  a single 

fam ily  each o f flowering plants, whereas the 

th irteenth is devoted to all the fam ilies o f 

P teridophyta recorded in M ozam b ique .

In  N ovem ber 1980 fascicles covering 7 m ore 

fam ilies were ed ited . The accounts by J . M . F. 

C annon  &  E . S. M artins o f  the fam ilies Umbellifer- 

ae and A ra liaceae , and  those by E . J. M endes o f 

Rosaceae (gen. Rubus by F. K up icha ), Monti- 

niaceae and M yro tham naceae have been recently 

com pleted and the ir pub lica tion  is scheduled for 

1981.

W o rk  on this flora continues to  progress and is 

p rom oted  by the Centro  de B o tán ica , o f the Ju n ta  de 

In v e s t ig a te s  C ientificas do  U ltram ar, w hich funds 

pub lica tion , the ed itoria l and adm inistrative work 

being coord inated by E . J . M endes, w ith  the 

technical support o f  the Ins titu to  B o tán ico  o f the 

University o f C o im b ra , the D epartam en to  de 

B o tán ica  o f the E dua rd o  M ond lane  U nivers ity , 

M a p u to , and  the In s t itu to  de Investiga$áo  

A g ronóm ica , M ap u to . To date , 56 fascicles o f  this 

flora have been ed ited , w ith  5 m ore presently in the 

press and another 5 be ing actively prepared for 

pub lica tion  in  1982, one o f these dealing  w ith  the 

sub-family M im oso ideae .

A  detailed list o f the fascicles o f this F lo ra , 

pub lished to date , is availab le  on  request e ither to 

the Servizo de Publicagóes, Ju n ta  de Investiga£c>es 

C ientificas do  U ltram ar , R u a  da Ju nque ira  86, 

P-1300 L isboa , o r to Pub lications Sales, British  

M useum  (N atura l H is tory ), C rom w ell R o a d , L o n 

don  SW 7 5 B D . The F lo ra m ay be ordered by post 

from  either o f the above-m entioned agencies.

E . J . M e n d e s *

* Centro de Botánica, Junta de Investigates Cientificas do 

Ultramar, Rua da Junqueira 86, P-1300 Lisboa, Portugal.


