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A NEW COMBINATION IN GETHYLLIS

Gethvllis namaquensis (Schonl.) Oberm., comb.
nov.

Klingia namaquensis Schonl. in Rec. Albany Mus. 3: 178 
(1919). Type: Cape, Namaqualand, without precise locality, 
Kling s.n. (GRA, holo.).

This elusive species was first collected by the 
Reverend H. Kling of Steinkopf in the Richtersveld, 
northern Cape, who sent two bulbs to Schonland at 
the Albany Museum in G raham stow n in 1918. 
Schonland placed the species in a new monotypic genus 
Klingia, which he named in honour o f the collector. 
He separated the genus from Gethyllis on the grounds 
o f the six filaments which are fused at the base and 
expanded into a wide cup or corona.

The species was again collected in October 1978 
near Rosh Pinah in South West A frica/N am ibia by

M r D. S. H ardy (No. 4924). It flowered at the Botani­
cal Research Institute in November 1979 and afforded 
the author the first opportunity  to study live 
flowers.

The androecium of Gethyllis is extremely variable, 
the stamens doubling or trebling in some species. 
Wilsenach, in Plant Life 21: 82-88 (1965), investigated 
the idiograms o f Klingia and Gethyllis and found them 
to be identical, but he did not sink Klingia under 
Gethyllis. However, it is clear from the evidence that 
the two genera are congeneric. Klingia namaquensis 
has, in fact, for some years been known as Gethyllis 
namaquensis, but the com bination has not been 
published. This omission is now rectified.

A. A. O berm eyer

A SCLEPIA D A CEA E

A NEW SPECIES OF HUERNIA FROM OWAMBO

Huernia owamboensis R. A. Dyer, sp. nov., 
caulibus 40-50 mm altis, 8-15 mm diam ., 4-5- 
angulatis, corolla ±10 mm longa 20 mm expansa, 
rosacea interne papillosa et m inute rubro-punctata, 
tubo cam panulato ± 5  mm longo ± 1 0  mm diam ., 
corona exteriore aeque 10-dentata, distincta.

P lanta succulenta basi ram osa; caules erecti, 
40-50 mm alti, 8-15 mm diam ., glabri, virides, 4-5- 
angulati, dentibus deltoideis apiculatis. Pedicelli 
± 1 2  mm longi. Sepala lineari-lanceolata, ± 2 ,5  mm 
longa. Corolla ± 1 0  mm longa, 20 mm diam ., extus 
glabra, intus basin versus plana, supra papillosa, 
incarnata, minute rubro-punctata; tubus cam panu- 
latus, ± 5  mm, longus, 10 mm diam .; lobi patentes, 
± triangu lares, 5 mm longi, acuti. Coronae lobi 
exteriores aeque 2-dentati (5 x 2 ) , lobi interiores 
breviter incumbentes, obtusi. Pollinia oblongo- 
elliptica, 0 ,25  mm longa.

T yp e.— S.W. Africa, Owam boland, sandveld,
M arch 1974 (Flowered at PRE, A pril-M ay 1979) 
J. Vahrmeijer PRE 57730 (holo.).

Stems succulent, densely branched from the base 
and extending into clumps, 40-50 mm high, 8-15 mm 
diam ., 4-5-angled, green; angles tuberculate with 
tubercles deltoid, apiculate, ±2 mm prom inent. 
Flowers produced from near base o f young branches 
(apparently opening in succession). Pedicels ± 1 2  mm 
long, spreading. Sepals linear-lanceolate, ± 2 ,5  mm 
long. Corolla ± 1 0  mm long, ± 2 0  mm diam. from  
tip to tip o f expanded lobes, closely ribbed on outer 
surface, pale pink within, with minute m aroon spots 
except on lower half o f tube; tube narrowly cam- 
panulate with nearly parallel sides, ± 5  mm deep, 
±10 mm diam., sm ooth within basal portion  o f tube, 
m inutely papillate above and on lobes; lobes 
spreading, with minute teeth at the sinuses, ± tr ia n -  
gular, ± 5  mm long, acute. Corona united at base 
spreading on corolla into 10 (5 x 2 )  equal teeth, 
m aroon, inner lobes adpressed on back o f anthers 
som ewhat swollen, obtuse, not extending over top  o f 
stam inal column, am ber-coloured. Pollinia 0 ,25  mm 
long, elliptic-oblong, with thickened am ber margin 
2/ ? o f its length, with short basal connectives to small 
winged carrier (Fig. 3).

F ig .  3.—Huernia owamboensis. 1, plant, natural size; 2 , flower, 
x 3  ( Vahrmeijer in PRE 57730, holotype). Photo: A 
Romanowski.
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Only one plant was found and collected at the 
time of discovery. It made slow progress in its new 
environment a t BRI under the care o f M r D. Hardy. 
When it eventually flowered in A pril-M ay 1979, it 
proved to be undescribed. The small size of the stems

and flowers, their delicate pink colour and the 
evenly 10-toothed outer corona are distinctive 
features.

R. A . D y e r

LILIACEAE 

A NEW SUBTRIBE IN LILIACEAE

Subtribus Caudibracteateae Oberm., subtribus 
nova, Scilleae affinis, sed bracteis caudatis differt.

Type genus: Drimia Jacq.
In the J1 S. Afr. Bot. 43 :265-319 (1977) Jessop 

revised a group o f closely related genera o f the tribe 
Scilleae, all bearing spurred bracts and including 
some other features as well. These genera, namely 
Drimia, Urginea, Sypharissa, Thuranthos, Rhada- 
manthus, Litanthus, Schizobasis, Bowiea (and Rhodo- 
codon from M adagascar) form  a natural subtribe 
and comprise the new subtribe Caudibracteateae. 
It appears to be an ancient group in which the species 
have become stable and  in this it differs from  the 
rest of the Scilleae tribe, for instance the genera 
Ornithogalum and Ledebouria, where the m ajority

of the species exhibit variability. In the subtribe 
Caudibracteateae some floral parts, especially the 
androecium , have become more complex in certain 
species th a t otherwise are close to species with the 
norm al type o f stamen. In Thuranthos macranthum
C. H. W right in C urtis’s bot. Mag. 142: t.8680 (1916) 
for instance, the stamens have evolved into a cage-like 
body, while in its other characters the species resembles 
T. basuticum  (Phill.) Oberm. (p. 139). In Drimia 
hyacinthoides Bak (1874) the lobes o f the perianth 
have rem ained short and erect, while in other respects 
it closely resembles other members of Drimia with 
long and  recurved lobes.

A . A melia O bermeyer

A NEW SUBGENUS RHADAMANTHOPSIS AND TWO NEW SPECIES OF RHADAMANTHUS

When plants o f the two species described below 
came into flower in the nursery o f the Botanical 
Research Institute, P retoria, in 1976-77, it was at 
first uncertain to  which genus they belonged.

The two new species differ from typical Rhada- 
manthus only by the locules o f the anther, which open 
loculicidally instead o f by apical pores. When 
Nordenstam  revised the genus [Bot. Notiser 123: 
155-182 (1970)], he pointed out that in some species, 
e.g. R .fascia tus  B. N ord. and R. albiflorus B. N ord., 
the dehiscence is by “ apical slits, which eventually 
proceed down to below the middle of the thecae” . 
It was decided to  place the two, possibly more 
primitive, new species, in a new subgenus Rhada- 
manthopsis.

Subgen. Rhadamanthopsis Oberm., subgenus 
novum, Rhadamantho subgenui typico affine, sed 
thecis antherae longitudinum  dehiscentibus differt.

Type species: Rhadamanthus namibensis Oberm.

Rhadamanthus namibensis Oberm., sp nov., a 
R. karooico Oberm. affinis, sed foliis erectis longiori- 
bus et glaucescentibus differt.

Bulbus ovoideus com pactus c. 50 mm in diam. 
tunicis laevis lucidis succulentis; radices crassae. 
Folia 2-4, hysterantha erecta linearia c. 140-240 mm 
longa at 10-20 mm lata glauca firma. Racemus 
simplex ad 0 ,5  m altus m ultiflorus; pedunculus 
erectus teres; bracteae caudatae minorae caducae; 
pedicelli sub anthesi decurvati c. 8 mm longi postea 
erecta 12 mm longi. Perianthium  cam panulatum  
c. 9 mm longum pallide lilacinum nitidum ; lobi 
c. 5 mm longi m arginibus transparen tibus; basi 
interiori atrovinosi. Stamina  6 brevia inclusa conni- 
ventia ad basin perianthii affixia; antherae introrsae 
thecis loculis longitudinaliter dehiscentibus. Ovarium 
oblongo-globcsu n ;  ovulae c. 8 prope basin affixae; 
stylus teres; stigma obtusum . Capsula oblongac. 8 mm 
longa; semen oblongum , 5 mm longum nigrum 
nitidum.

T yp e.— S.W. Africa, 2716 (W itpiitz): W itpiitz-Suid
1 km S.E. o f Police Station (-D A ), Giess 13781 (PRE, 
h o lo .; W IN D ).

Bulb c. 50 mm in diam. with wide white to pale 
mauve, fleshy scales topped by the persistent, tran s­
versely striped leaf-bases, which become white,

F i g . 4.—Rhadamanthus namibensis. 1, raceme, x0,25; 2, bulb 
and peduncle, x0,25; 3, bulb with leaves, xO,25. Giess 

13781. Plat e b y  R. Weber.


