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T ype.—Cape, 3320 (M ontagu): Laingsburg, Farm  
Keurfontein (-BB), J. van Zanten sub P R E  45560 
(holo.)

Bulbs forming colonies, oblong, broad and flat 
above, up to c. 30 mm broad; tunics rough and dry 
at the apex, sm ooth and  green below; roots fairly 
thin. Leaves spreading, up to 6, arranged in 2-3 
opposing pairs, spreading, narrowly oblong, up to 
40 mm long, 7 mm broad, glabrous, shiny, dark 
green. Raceme simple, c. 0 ,2  m tall, erect, bearing 
c. 30 pendulous flowers; bracts small, caudate, 
m em branous, vinaceous, early caducous; pedicels 
patent, filiform c. 3-8 mm long. Perianth cam- 
panulate, c. 6 mm long, swollen, pale lilac, shiny

with a  faint green keel. Stamens 6, included, conni- 
vent, attached to base of perianth; anthers c. 1 mm 
long, orange, dehiscing introrsely by longitudinal 
slits. Ovary ovoid, pale green, style cylindrical, stigma 
apical, exserted above stamens but included. Capsule 
unknown.

So far this is the only collection that could be 
studied both in flower and in leaf. It did not set seed.

A specimen collected by Bayliss 6327 at K aboega 
in the Somerset East District on 1974-01-06 may 
belong here, but the flowers were described as pale 
yellow with an indigo streak. Leaves unknown. N oted 
to be fairly common.
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A NEW COMBINATION IN THURANTHOS

Thuranthos basuticum (Phill.) Oberm., comb.
nov.

Urginea basutica Phill. in Ann. S. Afr. Mus. 16: 306 (1917). 
Type: Lesotho, Dieterlen 854a.

Drimia angustifolia Bak. FI. Cap. 6:489 (1897): Jessop in 
J1 S. Afr. Bot. 43: 273 (1977), non Drimia angustifolia Kunth 
Enum. 4: 340 (1843); the latter appears to be a species of 
Ledebouria.

This species (Fig. 8) closely resembles the other 
two species T. macranthum  (Bak.) C. H. W right 
(1916) and T. nocturnale R. A. Dyer (1964), but the 
filaments o f the stam ens are less specialized. They 
also curve inwards around  the style form ing a  cage­
like body, but the upper spreading part remains 
short.
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Fig. 8.—Thuranthos basuticum. 1, stem and young leaves, 
x0,6; 2, flowering stem, x0,06; 3, filaments and anthers, 
x l,2 ;  4, anther, x 3 ; 5, ovary and style, x l ,2 ;  6, fruit, 
x0,6; 7, longitudinal section, x0,6; 8, transverse section, 
x0,6; 9, seed, x0,2. Strey 3935. Note: the flower was 
figured during the morning when the periant-lobes had 
started to close; at night they are fully recurved.

THE STATUS OF URGINEA EPIGEA

In his revision o f the bulbous Liliaceae of South 
Africa Jessop (1977) sank Urginea under Drimia. 
While I agree tha t some species are better placed 
with the Drimia species o f Jacquin, there is a num ber 
of others that I prefer to  retain in Urginea, namely 
those with small, white, stellate flowers and spreading 
stamens which Jacquin considered to belong to 
Anthericum. In his revision, Jessop (1977) erred in 
placing Urginea epigea R. A. Dyer as a synonym of 
Drimia altissima (L.f.) K er Gawl. from  the Cape. 
While the latter is best placed in Drimia, Dyer’s 
species is an Urginea, closely related to U. micrantha 
(A. Rich.) Solms-Laub. (1867) from tropical east 
Africa, first described as Scilla micrantha A. Rich, in 
Tent. FI. Abyss.: 2 :3 2 8  (1843).

There is also the taxonom ic value of the nature 
of the bulbs to be considered. In the gregarious 
species Urginea epigea, the bulbs consist o f loose 
scales and grow above ground, whereas apparently  
the m ajority o f plants identified as U. micrantha, 
have com pact hypogeal bulbs and are usually solitary. 
They are widely distributed in southern to tropical 
Africa, whereas U. epigea has so far only been 
recorded from  the Transvaal and South West Africa. 
From  herbarium  sheets with incomplete m aterial 
and meagre notes one cannot distinguish between 
these two taxa. This problem  requires further study 
in the field.
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