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Notes on African plants

VARIOUS AUTHORS

AMARYLLIDACEAE
A NEW  SPECIES OF STRUM ARIA

Strumaria barbariae Oberm., sp. nov., S. pho- 
nolithica affinis, sed planta majora perianthio infun- 
dibuliforme differt.

Bulbus oblongo-ovoideus, c. 40 mm altus tunicis 
coriaceis in collo productis. Folia 2(-4), opposita, 
erecta, linearia, c. 120(-200) x 8 mm, apice breve 
acuto, Umbel la pedunculo c. 400 mm longo; flores
6-12, patentes vel nutantes, pedicellis 15 mm longis. 
Perianthium infundibuliforme, c. 40 mm longum, 
album aliquantum roseolum. Tepala cohaerentia, 
lobis anguste obovatis, 10 mm longis. Stamina subae- 
qualia, inclusa, fundo tepalorum vel styli connata; 
anthera alba, versatiiis, dorsifixa. Stylus teretus, ex- 
sertus, 25 mm longus; stigmata 3, minuta; ovarium 
ovulis 6 in quoque loculo.

Type.—South West Africa, 2616 (Aus): farm ‘De 
Aar’, c. 30 km ESE of Aus (-CB), Lavranos & 
Pehlemann 17153 (PRE, holo.).

Bulb oblong-ovoid, c. 40 mm tall, somewhat com­
pressed laterally, the old leaf-bases forming a neck c. 
50-90 mm long. Leaves subhysteranthous, 2 -4  per 
shoot, erect, opposite, produced from a separate 
lateral bud, linear, up to 200 mm long when fully 
developed, 8 mm wide, shiny, dark green. Umbel c.
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Fig. 1.— Strumaria barbariae. Photo o f  holotype specimen, 

Lavranos & Pehlemann 17153, x  0 ,6 .

6(-12)-flowered; spathe valves 2, small, mem­
branous; bracteoles small, filiform; pedicels 20-40 
mm long, terete, firm. Flowers sweetly scented, pa­
tent to nutant, white but tinted light pink near base. 
Tepals 6, cohering to form a funnel-shaped tube c. 30 
mm long and 7 mm in diam. above; lobes spreading, 
shortly acute. Stamens 6, subequal, the inner some­
what shorter; the filaments of the outer stamens 
fused to base of tepals, those of inner stamens fused 
to base of style forming a short triangular column; 
anthers yellow, versatile, introrse with parallel 
locules. Ovary 3-locular, ovules c. 6 in each locule; 
style terete, shorter than stamens, stigma obtuse, 
minutely 3-lobed. Capsule globose, c. 10 mm diam., 
thin-walled; seeds globose, c. 4 mm. Fig. 1.

S .W .A .— 2616 (Aus): Farm De Aar, c. 30 km ESE o f  Aus, 
abundant but local on Schwarzkalk dolom ite ( -C B ), Lavranos & 
Pehlemann 17153, Erni 1038, Giess 13683.

This species from the farm ‘De A ar’ in South West 
Africa was at first thought to represent Dinter’s 
species S. phonolithica. Dinter’s type was destroyed 
in Berlin in 1943 and his description is somewhat 
vague. However, bulbs collected by Merxmuller and 
Giess (28384) in the Klinghardt Mountains, Dinter’s 
type locality, flowered in the Munich Botanic Garden 
in 1973-74 and disproved its identity with the De Aar 
species. Bulbs collected on farm De Aar in 1979 
flowered at the Johannesburg Municipal Nurseries in 
February 1980. Mrs Barbara Jeppe painted them for 
a forthcoming book. It gave me this opportunity to 
dedicate the species to her in appreciation of the 
valuable contributions she has made to the know­
ledge of our flora.

Strumaria barbariae differs from S. phonolithica 
Dinter in its larger size and in the shape of the 
perianth, which is funnel-shaped, not salver-shaped 
as in the Dinter species. Both species lack the 
characteristic, often liver-coloured, ringed sheath 
surrounding the base of the leaf-cluster so often pre­
sent in the Cape species. Most of these southern 
species form no perianth-tube or only a short one, 
the free tepals forming a loose bell-shaped perianth. 
In most of them the style-base is swollen (strumose), 
which suggested the name Strumaria. The genus is 
not well known.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

ASCLEPIADACEAE

TH E RIOCREUXIA FLANAGANII COM PLEX: A REASSESSM ENT

The Riocreuxia flanaganii complex [see R. A. Dyer 
in Bothalia 12,4: 632 (1979) and in FI. S. Afr. 27,4: 
87 (1980)] is reassessed in this note. Of the three sub­
species, subsp. woodii is restored to specific rank, 
subsp. alexandrina is raised to specific rank and 
subsp. segregata is reduced to synonymy under R.

burchellii.
The revised relationship of the four previous 

subspecies is reflected in the following key. In all taxa 
the outer corona arises from above the base of the 
staminal column and the inner lobes reach as high as 
or higher than the staminal column.
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Outer corona-lobes small, not spreading, 2-toothed; peduncles
0 - 2 0  mm long; corolla 1 0 -1 2 (1 3 )  mm long; stems bifar-

iously p u b escen t....................................................... 1. R.flanaganii
Outer corona-lobes spreading or spreading-erect; peduncles 

usually 20 mm or more long; stems usually unifariously 
pubescent:

Outer corona-lobes slender, spreading-erect, bifid, equal to or 
overtopping staminal column; corolla 8 - 10( 12) mm long 
.............................................................................. 2. R. alexandrina

Outer corona-lobes spreading, subtruncate o f  bifid; corolla 
(14)15 -  18 mm long:

Inflorescence o f  (1)2 umbellate clusters o f  flowers; corolla 
±  15 mm long; tube with globose base; outer corona-
lobes ±  tru ncate...................................................3. R. woodii

Inflorescence usually elongate, several-noded, rarely only (5) 
20 mm long, few to several flowers from a node; corolla 
±  17 mm long with slightly inflated base; outer corona 
lobes spreading, b i f id ...................................4. R. burchellii

1. Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. in Bot. Jb. 18, 
Beibl. 45: 13 (1894); R.A. Dyer in FI. S. Afr. 27,4: 87 
(1980) in part excluding subspp. woodii, segregata 
and alexandrina.

It is recommended that the concept of this taxon 
should revert to that afforded it by the original 
author, Schlechter, and substantiated by N. E. Br. in 
FI. Cap. 4,1: 804 (1908), with a distribution in the 
eastern Cape and southern Transkei.

2. Riocreuxia alexandrina (Huber) R.A. Dyer, 
stat. nov.

Ceropegia flanaganii Schltr. var. alexandrina Huber in Mems 
Soc. broteriana 12: 169 (1958). Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. 
subsp. alexandrina (Huber) R. A . Dyer in Bothalia 12: 632 (1979); 
in FI. S. Afr. 27, 4: 88 (1980).

Perennial herb with a cluster of subfleshy roots. 
Stems twining, with scattered hairs or hairs in single 
row. Leaves broadly cordate at base, ovate-lanceo­
late, up to about 75 mm long, 50 mm broad, more or 
less hairy. Peduncles short or up to about 35 mm 
long, with rather dense, more or less terminal clusters 
of flowers. Corolla 8—10(12) mm long, Vi — Vz divid­
ed; tube slightly inflated near base, 3-5  mm long; 
lobes 5 -6  mm long, filiform, united at tips. Staminal 
column about 1 mm high. Corona arising about 
halfway up staminal column; outer lobes slender, 
spreading-erect, as high as or slightly higher than

staminal column; inner lobes oblong-erect, mem­
branous, slightly higher than the staminal column.

Our knowledge of this species is based on speci­
mens collected by Rudatis 1540 in southern Natal, in­
land from Port Shepstone, near Moyeni at about 700 
m. Some specimens are associated with tall grass­
land. The species is notable for its small flowers, the 
corolla of which is divided to at least half to two- 
thirds of its length.

3. Riocreuxia woodii N. E. Br. in FI. Cap. 4,1: 
803 (1908).

Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. subsp. woodii (N . E. Br.) R. A. 
Dyer in Bothalia 12,4: 632 (1979); in FI. S. Afr. 27,4: 87 (1980).

Ceropegia flanaganii Schltr. var. fallax  Huber in Mems Soc. 
broteriana 12: 169 (1958).

This species is known only from the type specimen 
collected over 100 years ago by Medley Wood, near 
Inanda, inland from Durban. The locality falls with­
in the distribution area of the variable species Rio­
creuxia torulosa Decne. and it requires careful obser­
vation of the coronal structure to distinguish the two 
species. Its association with R. flanaganii seems un­
warranted and its resuscitation to specific rank is ad­
vocated.

4. Riocreuxia burchellii K. Schum. in Natiirl. 
PflFam. 4,2: 273 (1895); R. A. Dyer in FI. S. Afr. 
27,4: 85 (1980).

Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. subsp. segregata R. A. Dyer in 
Bothalia 12,4: 632 (1979); in FI. S. Afr. 27,4: 87 (1980).

Of the two known collections placed under R. 
flanaganii Schltr. subsp. segregata, the one, Fitz- 
Simons & Van Dam in TRV 25981 (PRE), was origin­
ally identified as R. torulosa Decne. and the other, 
Pole Evans 19656 was originally identified as R. picta 
Schltr. The abnormally short peduncles of these two 
cited specimens distracted attention from the third 
species with an overlapping distribution near Wak- 
kerstroom, namely R. burchellii ( = R . polyantha). 
The reassessment is that the two specimens in ques­
tion represent an unusual growth form of R. bur­
chellii.

R. A. D y e r

COMMELINACEAE

TWO NEW  SPECIES OF COMMELINA

Commelina bella Oberm., sp. nov. C. living- 
stonii affinis, sed planta majora, robustiora, foliis ad 
marginem crenulatis, albis, racemo inferiore,
1-3-floribus, longe pedunculato valde differt.

Herba perennis (chamaephyta), erecta, compacta, 
setulosa, ad 350 mm alta. Caudex compactus, 
radicibus lignosis longis. Folia linearia 40-50 x 10 
mm, margine undulato incrassato albo. Spathae 1-2, 
ad apicem ramorum sessiles. Cymae 2; inferiora
1-2-flora; stipes c. 25 mm longus, setulosus; cyma 
superioria c. 3-4-flora. Flores grandes, pallide 
caerulei, lilacini vel albi. Petala c. 20 mm. Stamina 
typica; anthera caerulea; staminodia antherodiis 
bulbosis flavidis. Capsula oblongo-globosa, dura.

T y p e .—Transvaal, 2428, (Nylstroom): 20 km S of 
Warmbaths on Great North Road (-CD), along 
roadside, Smook 1494 (PRE, holo.).

Sturdy compact bushes (chamaephytes) c. 0,35 m 
tall, setulose with short white setae; with a hard 
gnarled rootcrown and long firm woody roots. Stems 
erect, firm, with internodes c. 50 mm long. Leaves 
linear, c. 40-50 x 10 mm, apex sharply acuminate-

recurved, base merging into a short open sheath, 
light greyish-green, margin undulate, forming a thick 
white rim. Spathes terminal, opposite upper leaves, 
sessile, funnel-form, triangular, apex acute to acu­
minate, recurved, c. 25 mm long. Cymes 2; lower 
cyme much exserted on a hairy peduncle c. 25 mm 
long, 1 -2 - f lo w e re d ,  m ale; u p p e r  cyme c.
3-4-flowered, bisexual. Flowers pale blue, lilac or 
white, large. Petals c. 20 mm. Stamens 3, two with 
normal blue locules, the central curled with a large 
connective; filiaments white; staminodes with purple 
filaments and orange-yellow antherodes consisting of 
4 bulbous bodies and 2 smaller ones. Capsule oblong- 
globose, hard, c. 10 mm, 3-seeded; seeds smooth. 
(No well developed capsule seen.) Fig. 2.

Recorded from the Springbok Flats in the 
Transvaal in turf soil. Flowering November- 
January.

T r a n s v a a l . — 2428 (Nylstroom): 20 km S o f  Warmbaths on 
Great North Road (-C B ), Smook 1494; W armbaths ( -C D ), Burtt 
Davy 2232; Singlewood Halt ( -D B ), Mauve 4279. 2527 (Rusten­
burg); near Brits ( -D B ), Emmenis in PRE 38063. 2528 (Pretoria): 
Rust de Winter ( -B A ), Pole Evans 3852.


