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Outer corona-lobes small, not spreading, 2-toothed; peduncles
0 - 2 0  mm long; corolla 1 0 -1 2 (1 3 )  mm long; stems bifar-

iously p u b escen t....................................................... 1. R.flanaganii
Outer corona-lobes spreading or spreading-erect; peduncles 

usually 20 mm or more long; stems usually unifariously 
pubescent:

Outer corona-lobes slender, spreading-erect, bifid, equal to or 
overtopping staminal column; corolla 8 - 10( 12) mm long 
.............................................................................. 2. R. alexandrina

Outer corona-lobes spreading, subtruncate o f  bifid; corolla 
(14)15 -  18 mm long:

Inflorescence o f  (1)2 umbellate clusters o f  flowers; corolla 
±  15 mm long; tube with globose base; outer corona-
lobes ±  tru ncate...................................................3. R. woodii

Inflorescence usually elongate, several-noded, rarely only (5) 
20 mm long, few to several flowers from a node; corolla 
±  17 mm long with slightly inflated base; outer corona 
lobes spreading, b i f id ...................................4. R. burchellii

1. Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. in Bot. Jb. 18, 
Beibl. 45: 13 (1894); R.A. Dyer in FI. S. Afr. 27,4: 87 
(1980) in part excluding subspp. woodii, segregata 
and alexandrina.

It is recommended that the concept of this taxon 
should revert to that afforded it by the original 
author, Schlechter, and substantiated by N. E. Br. in 
FI. Cap. 4,1: 804 (1908), with a distribution in the 
eastern Cape and southern Transkei.

2. Riocreuxia alexandrina (Huber) R.A. Dyer, 
stat. nov.

Ceropegia flanaganii Schltr. var. alexandrina Huber in Mems 
Soc. broteriana 12: 169 (1958). Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. 
subsp. alexandrina (Huber) R. A . Dyer in Bothalia 12: 632 (1979); 
in FI. S. Afr. 27, 4: 88 (1980).

Perennial herb with a cluster of subfleshy roots. 
Stems twining, with scattered hairs or hairs in single 
row. Leaves broadly cordate at base, ovate-lanceo­
late, up to about 75 mm long, 50 mm broad, more or 
less hairy. Peduncles short or up to about 35 mm 
long, with rather dense, more or less terminal clusters 
of flowers. Corolla 8—10(12) mm long, Vi — Vz divid­
ed; tube slightly inflated near base, 3-5  mm long; 
lobes 5 -6  mm long, filiform, united at tips. Staminal 
column about 1 mm high. Corona arising about 
halfway up staminal column; outer lobes slender, 
spreading-erect, as high as or slightly higher than

staminal column; inner lobes oblong-erect, mem­
branous, slightly higher than the staminal column.

Our knowledge of this species is based on speci­
mens collected by Rudatis 1540 in southern Natal, in­
land from Port Shepstone, near Moyeni at about 700 
m. Some specimens are associated with tall grass­
land. The species is notable for its small flowers, the 
corolla of which is divided to at least half to two- 
thirds of its length.

3. Riocreuxia woodii N. E. Br. in FI. Cap. 4,1: 
803 (1908).

Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. subsp. woodii (N . E. Br.) R. A. 
Dyer in Bothalia 12,4: 632 (1979); in FI. S. Afr. 27,4: 87 (1980).

Ceropegia flanaganii Schltr. var. fallax  Huber in Mems Soc. 
broteriana 12: 169 (1958).

This species is known only from the type specimen 
collected over 100 years ago by Medley Wood, near 
Inanda, inland from Durban. The locality falls with­
in the distribution area of the variable species Rio­
creuxia torulosa Decne. and it requires careful obser­
vation of the coronal structure to distinguish the two 
species. Its association with R. flanaganii seems un­
warranted and its resuscitation to specific rank is ad­
vocated.

4. Riocreuxia burchellii K. Schum. in Natiirl. 
PflFam. 4,2: 273 (1895); R. A. Dyer in FI. S. Afr. 
27,4: 85 (1980).

Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. subsp. segregata R. A. Dyer in 
Bothalia 12,4: 632 (1979); in FI. S. Afr. 27,4: 87 (1980).

Of the two known collections placed under R. 
flanaganii Schltr. subsp. segregata, the one, Fitz- 
Simons & Van Dam in TRV 25981 (PRE), was origin­
ally identified as R. torulosa Decne. and the other, 
Pole Evans 19656 was originally identified as R. picta 
Schltr. The abnormally short peduncles of these two 
cited specimens distracted attention from the third 
species with an overlapping distribution near Wak- 
kerstroom, namely R. burchellii ( = R . polyantha). 
The reassessment is that the two specimens in ques­
tion represent an unusual growth form of R. bur­
chellii.

R. A. D y e r

COMMELINACEAE

TWO NEW  SPECIES OF COMMELINA

Commelina bella Oberm., sp. nov. C. living- 
stonii affinis, sed planta majora, robustiora, foliis ad 
marginem crenulatis, albis, racemo inferiore,
1-3-floribus, longe pedunculato valde differt.

Herba perennis (chamaephyta), erecta, compacta, 
setulosa, ad 350 mm alta. Caudex compactus, 
radicibus lignosis longis. Folia linearia 40-50 x 10 
mm, margine undulato incrassato albo. Spathae 1-2, 
ad apicem ramorum sessiles. Cymae 2; inferiora
1-2-flora; stipes c. 25 mm longus, setulosus; cyma 
superioria c. 3-4-flora. Flores grandes, pallide 
caerulei, lilacini vel albi. Petala c. 20 mm. Stamina 
typica; anthera caerulea; staminodia antherodiis 
bulbosis flavidis. Capsula oblongo-globosa, dura.

T y p e .—Transvaal, 2428, (Nylstroom): 20 km S of 
Warmbaths on Great North Road (-CD), along 
roadside, Smook 1494 (PRE, holo.).

Sturdy compact bushes (chamaephytes) c. 0,35 m 
tall, setulose with short white setae; with a hard 
gnarled rootcrown and long firm woody roots. Stems 
erect, firm, with internodes c. 50 mm long. Leaves 
linear, c. 40-50 x 10 mm, apex sharply acuminate-

recurved, base merging into a short open sheath, 
light greyish-green, margin undulate, forming a thick 
white rim. Spathes terminal, opposite upper leaves, 
sessile, funnel-form, triangular, apex acute to acu­
minate, recurved, c. 25 mm long. Cymes 2; lower 
cyme much exserted on a hairy peduncle c. 25 mm 
long, 1 -2 - f lo w e re d ,  m ale; u p p e r  cyme c.
3-4-flowered, bisexual. Flowers pale blue, lilac or 
white, large. Petals c. 20 mm. Stamens 3, two with 
normal blue locules, the central curled with a large 
connective; filiaments white; staminodes with purple 
filaments and orange-yellow antherodes consisting of 
4 bulbous bodies and 2 smaller ones. Capsule oblong- 
globose, hard, c. 10 mm, 3-seeded; seeds smooth. 
(No well developed capsule seen.) Fig. 2.

Recorded from the Springbok Flats in the 
Transvaal in turf soil. Flowering November- 
January.

T r a n s v a a l . — 2428 (Nylstroom): 20 km S o f  Warmbaths on 
Great North Road (-C B ), Smook 1494; W armbaths ( -C D ), Burtt 
Davy 2232; Singlewood Halt ( -D B ), Mauve 4279. 2527 (Rusten­
burg); near Brits ( -D B ), Emmenis in PRE 38063. 2528 (Pretoria): 
Rust de Winter ( -B A ), Pole Evans 3852.
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Fig. 2 .— Commelina bella. Smook 1494, holotype in PRE.

Comvnelina modesta Oberm., sp. nov. C. liv- 
ingstonii affinis, sed planta minora, laxa, glabra vel 
glabrescens; spathis floriferis solitariis ad apicem 
ramorum; laminaque folii basin versus sensim in 
vaginam attenuata differt.

Herba perennis (chamaephyta), erecta, laxe 
ramosa. Caulex compactus, radicibus longis lignosis. 
Rami tenues, internodiis elongatis. Folia linearia, c. 
80(-100) x 4  (-10) mm, plana, glabra vel pauce 
glabriuscula, lamina basin versus sensim in vaginam

attenuata. Spatha singularia, ad apicem ramorum, 
sessilis, infundibuliformis, triangularis, apice acuta. 
Cyma solitaria. Flores parvi, albi vel caerulei. Cap- 
sula 3-locularis;  loculi globosi, laevigati; semina 
globosa, laevigata.

T y p e .—Transvaal, 2531 (Komatipoort): Barber­
ton, lower hill slopes (-CC), Galpin 808 (PRE, holo.).

Small spreading, diffusely branched, glabrescent 
bushes (chamaephytes) up to c. 0,3 m tall. Rootstock  
woody, gnarled, knobby (the knobs presenting re­
mains of swollen bases of annual stems); roots 
woody, long, initially covered by a velamen of 
roothairs. Stems several, erect, with long inter nodes 
up to 60-100 mm long. 1 - 2  mm in diam. Leaves with 
lamina linear, flat, 80-100 x 4-10 mm, attenuated 
at the base into a pseudo-petiole, white-punctulate; 
sheath m em branous, subauriculate. Flowering 
spathe solitary (rarely 2), apical, sessile or nearly so, 
funnel-form, shortly triangular, 15 mm long, 10 mm 
broad, apex short, acute, minutely puberulous and 
with scattered white setae. Cyme solitary. Flowers 
small, blue or white (“ pink” fide Galpin 808). Sepals 
ovate, c. 5 mm, membranous, upper minute. Petals: 
upper one rounded, c. 15 mm ventral ones minute. 
Stamens typical, the anthers occasionally with dark 
margins, the central semicircular; staminodes with 
yellow bulbous antherodes. Capsule with globose, 
shiny, cream-coloured locules; seeds globose, 5 mm, 
smooth, farinaceous, dorsal seed occasionally 
aborted.

Widespread in Transvaal, Natal and Swaziland, in 
rocky habitats. Flowering November-March.

T r a n s v a a l . — 2230 (Messina): Sand River workings ( -A C ),  
Wild 7624 (SRGH, PRE). 2330 Tzaneen: M bayimbayi (-B B ),  
Lang in TR V 32230 (PRE). 2428 (Nylstroom): Nylsvley Ecosystem  
Research Station ( -D A ) , Smook 1491. 2527 (Rustenburg): Rusten- 
burg ( -C A ) , Van Dam in TRV 19714 (PRE). 2528 (Pretoria): 
Pretoria, Schanskop (-C A ), Leemann 51 (PRE). 2530 (Lyden­
burg): Lowveld Botanic Garden, Nelspruit ( -B D ), Buitendag 371 
(NBG , PRE).

N a t a l — 2632 (Bella Vista): Nkonjane-Aberkorn Drift (-C C ), 
M oll & Pooley 4197 (N H ). 2731 (Louwsburg): Itala Nature 
Reserve (-C B ), McDonald 332 (PRE, NH ). 2732 (Ubombo): 
m ountain pass near Josini Dam, Stirton 498 (PRE). 3030 (Port 
Shepstone): Gibraltar ( -C B ), Strey 10343 (PR E, N H ).

This species was usually placed under C. liv- 
ingstonii C. B. Cl., but is a more slender bush found 
in rocky habitats. The leaves narrow gradually below 
into a pseudo-petiole, whereas in C. livingstonii they 
widen below and then narrow abruptly into the 
sheath.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

A NEW  CO M BINATIO N IN COMMELINA

Commelina diffusa Burm. / .  subsp. scandens 
(C.B . CL) Oberm., comb, et stat. nov.

Commelina scandens Welw. ex C. B. Cl. in A. 
DC., Monogr. Phan. 3: 146 (1881); F.T.A. 8: 37 
(1901). Type: Angola, Pungo Andongo, banks of 
River Cuanza near Nbilla, Welwitsch 6642 (BM, 
holo.).

This subspecies is common along watercourses in 
northern Botswana and it also occurs in the warmer 
parts of the Transvaal and Natal in wet habitats. It is 
more robust than the typical variety and has longer 
leaves.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

TWO NEW  SPECIES OF CYANOTIS

Cyanotis pachyrrhiza Oberm., sp. nov., species 
distincta.

Herba colonifera, repens, diffusa. Caudex com­
pactus. radicibus numerosis longis, robustis, crassis. 
Folia 5 -7 ,  aggregata, linearia, c. 70-150 x 5 -8  mm,

supra glabra nitida, subtus violacea, pilis erectis 
albis. Spicae axillares, saepe peduncu la tae , 
multiflorae, compactae. Spathae cordatae, saepe 
elongatae, spicas longe superantes. Bracteolae par- 
vae. Flores et fructus typici.


