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Fig. 2 .— Commelina bella. Smook 1494, holotype in PRE.

Comvnelina modesta Oberm., sp. nov. C. liv- 
ingstonii affinis, sed planta minora, laxa, glabra vel 
glabrescens; spathis floriferis solitariis ad apicem 
ramorum; laminaque folii basin versus sensim in 
vaginam attenuata differt.

Herba perennis (chamaephyta), erecta, laxe 
ramosa. Caulex compactus, radicibus longis lignosis. 
Rami tenues, internodiis elongatis. Folia linearia, c. 
80(-100) x 4  (-10) mm, plana, glabra vel pauce 
glabriuscula, lamina basin versus sensim in vaginam

attenuata. Spatha singularia, ad apicem ramorum, 
sessilis, infundibuliformis, triangularis, apice acuta. 
Cyma solitaria. Flores parvi, albi vel caerulei. Cap- 
sula 3-locularis;  loculi globosi, laevigati; semina 
globosa, laevigata.

T y p e .—Transvaal, 2531 (Komatipoort): Barber
ton, lower hill slopes (-CC), Galpin 808 (PRE, holo.).

Small spreading, diffusely branched, glabrescent 
bushes (chamaephytes) up to c. 0,3 m tall. Rootstock  
woody, gnarled, knobby (the knobs presenting re
mains of swollen bases of annual stems); roots 
woody, long, initially covered by a velamen of 
roothairs. Stems several, erect, with long inter nodes 
up to 60-100 mm long. 1 - 2  mm in diam. Leaves with 
lamina linear, flat, 80-100 x 4-10 mm, attenuated 
at the base into a pseudo-petiole, white-punctulate; 
sheath m em branous, subauriculate. Flowering 
spathe solitary (rarely 2), apical, sessile or nearly so, 
funnel-form, shortly triangular, 15 mm long, 10 mm 
broad, apex short, acute, minutely puberulous and 
with scattered white setae. Cyme solitary. Flowers 
small, blue or white (“ pink” fide Galpin 808). Sepals 
ovate, c. 5 mm, membranous, upper minute. Petals: 
upper one rounded, c. 15 mm ventral ones minute. 
Stamens typical, the anthers occasionally with dark 
margins, the central semicircular; staminodes with 
yellow bulbous antherodes. Capsule with globose, 
shiny, cream-coloured locules; seeds globose, 5 mm, 
smooth, farinaceous, dorsal seed occasionally 
aborted.

Widespread in Transvaal, Natal and Swaziland, in 
rocky habitats. Flowering November-March.

T r a n s v a a l . — 2230 (Messina): Sand River workings ( -A C ),  
Wild 7624 (SRGH, PRE). 2330 Tzaneen: M bayimbayi (-B B ),  
Lang in TR V 32230 (PRE). 2428 (Nylstroom): Nylsvley Ecosystem  
Research Station ( -D A ) , Smook 1491. 2527 (Rustenburg): Rusten- 
burg ( -C A ) , Van Dam in TRV 19714 (PRE). 2528 (Pretoria): 
Pretoria, Schanskop (-C A ), Leemann 51 (PRE). 2530 (Lyden
burg): Lowveld Botanic Garden, Nelspruit ( -B D ), Buitendag 371 
(NBG , PRE).

N a t a l — 2632 (Bella Vista): Nkonjane-Aberkorn Drift (-C C ), 
M oll & Pooley 4197 (N H ). 2731 (Louwsburg): Itala Nature 
Reserve (-C B ), McDonald 332 (PRE, NH ). 2732 (Ubombo): 
m ountain pass near Josini Dam, Stirton 498 (PRE). 3030 (Port 
Shepstone): Gibraltar ( -C B ), Strey 10343 (PR E, N H ).

This species was usually placed under C. liv- 
ingstonii C. B. Cl., but is a more slender bush found 
in rocky habitats. The leaves narrow gradually below 
into a pseudo-petiole, whereas in C. livingstonii they 
widen below and then narrow abruptly into the 
sheath.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

A NEW  CO M BINATIO N IN COMMELINA

Commelina diffusa Burm. / .  subsp. scandens 
(C.B . CL) Oberm., comb, et stat. nov.

Commelina scandens Welw. ex C. B. Cl. in A. 
DC., Monogr. Phan. 3: 146 (1881); F.T.A. 8: 37 
(1901). Type: Angola, Pungo Andongo, banks of 
River Cuanza near Nbilla, Welwitsch 6642 (BM, 
holo.).

This subspecies is common along watercourses in 
northern Botswana and it also occurs in the warmer 
parts of the Transvaal and Natal in wet habitats. It is 
more robust than the typical variety and has longer 
leaves.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

TWO NEW  SPECIES OF CYANOTIS

Cyanotis pachyrrhiza Oberm., sp. nov., species 
distincta.

Herba colonifera, repens, diffusa. Caudex com
pactus. radicibus numerosis longis, robustis, crassis. 
Folia 5 -7 ,  aggregata, linearia, c. 70-150 x 5 -8  mm,

supra glabra nitida, subtus violacea, pilis erectis 
albis. Spicae axillares, saepe peduncu la tae , 
multiflorae, compactae. Spathae cordatae, saepe 
elongatae, spicas longe superantes. Bracteolae par- 
vae. Flores et fructus typici.


