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Fig. 2 .— Commelina bella. Smook 1494, holotype in PRE.

Comvnelina modesta Oberm., sp. nov. C. liv- 
ingstonii affinis, sed planta minora, laxa, glabra vel 
glabrescens; spathis floriferis solitariis ad apicem 
ramorum; laminaque folii basin versus sensim in 
vaginam attenuata differt.

Herba perennis (chamaephyta), erecta, laxe 
ramosa. Caulex compactus, radicibus longis lignosis. 
Rami tenues, internodiis elongatis. Folia linearia, c. 
80(-100) x 4  (-10) mm, plana, glabra vel pauce 
glabriuscula, lamina basin versus sensim in vaginam

attenuata. Spatha singularia, ad apicem ramorum, 
sessilis, infundibuliformis, triangularis, apice acuta. 
Cyma solitaria. Flores parvi, albi vel caerulei. Cap- 
sula 3-locularis;  loculi globosi, laevigati; semina 
globosa, laevigata.

T y p e .—Transvaal, 2531 (Komatipoort): Barber­
ton, lower hill slopes (-CC), Galpin 808 (PRE, holo.).

Small spreading, diffusely branched, glabrescent 
bushes (chamaephytes) up to c. 0,3 m tall. Rootstock  
woody, gnarled, knobby (the knobs presenting re­
mains of swollen bases of annual stems); roots 
woody, long, initially covered by a velamen of 
roothairs. Stems several, erect, with long inter nodes 
up to 60-100 mm long. 1 - 2  mm in diam. Leaves with 
lamina linear, flat, 80-100 x 4-10 mm, attenuated 
at the base into a pseudo-petiole, white-punctulate; 
sheath m em branous, subauriculate. Flowering 
spathe solitary (rarely 2), apical, sessile or nearly so, 
funnel-form, shortly triangular, 15 mm long, 10 mm 
broad, apex short, acute, minutely puberulous and 
with scattered white setae. Cyme solitary. Flowers 
small, blue or white (“ pink” fide Galpin 808). Sepals 
ovate, c. 5 mm, membranous, upper minute. Petals: 
upper one rounded, c. 15 mm ventral ones minute. 
Stamens typical, the anthers occasionally with dark 
margins, the central semicircular; staminodes with 
yellow bulbous antherodes. Capsule with globose, 
shiny, cream-coloured locules; seeds globose, 5 mm, 
smooth, farinaceous, dorsal seed occasionally 
aborted.

Widespread in Transvaal, Natal and Swaziland, in 
rocky habitats. Flowering November-March.

T r a n s v a a l . — 2230 (Messina): Sand River workings ( -A C ),  
Wild 7624 (SRGH, PRE). 2330 Tzaneen: M bayimbayi (-B B ),  
Lang in TR V 32230 (PRE). 2428 (Nylstroom): Nylsvley Ecosystem  
Research Station ( -D A ) , Smook 1491. 2527 (Rustenburg): Rusten- 
burg ( -C A ) , Van Dam in TRV 19714 (PRE). 2528 (Pretoria): 
Pretoria, Schanskop (-C A ), Leemann 51 (PRE). 2530 (Lyden­
burg): Lowveld Botanic Garden, Nelspruit ( -B D ), Buitendag 371 
(NBG , PRE).

N a t a l — 2632 (Bella Vista): Nkonjane-Aberkorn Drift (-C C ), 
M oll & Pooley 4197 (N H ). 2731 (Louwsburg): Itala Nature 
Reserve (-C B ), McDonald 332 (PRE, NH ). 2732 (Ubombo): 
m ountain pass near Josini Dam, Stirton 498 (PRE). 3030 (Port 
Shepstone): Gibraltar ( -C B ), Strey 10343 (PR E, N H ).

This species was usually placed under C. liv- 
ingstonii C. B. Cl., but is a more slender bush found 
in rocky habitats. The leaves narrow gradually below 
into a pseudo-petiole, whereas in C. livingstonii they 
widen below and then narrow abruptly into the 
sheath.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

A NEW  CO M BINATIO N IN COMMELINA

Commelina diffusa Burm. / .  subsp. scandens 
(C.B . CL) Oberm., comb, et stat. nov.

Commelina scandens Welw. ex C. B. Cl. in A. 
DC., Monogr. Phan. 3: 146 (1881); F.T.A. 8: 37 
(1901). Type: Angola, Pungo Andongo, banks of 
River Cuanza near Nbilla, Welwitsch 6642 (BM, 
holo.).

This subspecies is common along watercourses in 
northern Botswana and it also occurs in the warmer 
parts of the Transvaal and Natal in wet habitats. It is 
more robust than the typical variety and has longer 
leaves.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

TWO NEW  SPECIES OF CYANOTIS

Cyanotis pachyrrhiza Oberm., sp. nov., species 
distincta.

Herba colonifera, repens, diffusa. Caudex com­
pactus. radicibus numerosis longis, robustis, crassis. 
Folia 5 -7 ,  aggregata, linearia, c. 70-150 x 5 -8  mm,

supra glabra nitida, subtus violacea, pilis erectis 
albis. Spicae axillares, saepe peduncu la tae , 
multiflorae, compactae. Spathae cordatae, saepe 
elongatae, spicas longe superantes. Bracteolae par- 
vae. Flores et fructus typici.
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T y p e .—Transvaal, 2430 (Pilgrims Rest); Ohrig- 
stad Dam, on rocky hill slopes (-D C), Mauve & 
Retief 5245 (PRE, holo.).

Perennials forming colonies, with a purple colour­
ing and soft white pubescence. Caudex compact, 
small. Roots many, long, hard, tapered below, thick, 
c. 3 mm in diam., white (black when dry). Leaf- 
eluster with 5 -7  erect, linear leaves, c. 70-150 x  5 -8  
mm, glabrous and shiny above, purple below and 
with erect white hairs. Spikes axillary, on erect or 
semi-decumbent annual stems; flowers many in a 
compact cluster, often pedunculate, the subtending 
spathe long and narrow, recurved, not enveloping 
flowers, or in some short; bracteoles small, ovate. 
Calyx with lobes fused basally, c. 7 mm, setose. Cor­
olla just exserted from calyx, maroon; lobes triangu­
lar. Stamens with white filaments, fusiform below 
apex where the maroon, beaded, patent hairs are 
situated; anthers yellow. Style fusiform below 
stigma. Capsule subquadrate, sparsely setose above; 
seeds oblong-globose, c. 1,5 mm, wrinkled. Fig. 3.

So far only recorded from the eastern Transvaal, 
but with one record from the north-western Trans­
vaal, montane, on rock ledges (quartzite). Flowering 
December.

T r a n s v a a l .— 2428 (Nylstroom): G eelhoutkop ( -A D ) , Breyer in 
T R V 17813. 2430 (Pilgrims Rest): M ariepskop (-D B ), Van Dam in 
TRV 26303; Lissabon Waterfall ( -D D ) , De Feyter 65. 2530 (Ly­
denburg); top o f  Steenkampsberg ( -A A ) , Codd 8052 (PRE); Dull- 
stroom  ( -A A ) , Galpin 13126; M ount Anderson ( -B A ), Smuts & 
Gillett 2434.

Cyanotis robusta Oberm., sp. nov., C. lapidosa 
Phill. affinis, sed planta majora, robustiora, radici- 
bus crassibus lignosis, lobis calycis c. 10 mm longis 
differt.

Herba colonifera, robusta. Radices crassae, 
longae, lignosae. Folia inequalia, 5 -7 ,  rosulata, 
linearia, 100(-300)x 15-20 mm, supra glabra, subtus 
lanata, pilis albis longissimis tenuis appressis. Spicae 
axillares, multiflorae, compactae. Calycis lobi 
lineari, c. 10 mm longi. Flores coerulei vel lilacini, 
typici.

T y p e .—Natal, 2830 (Dundee): along road between 
Mooi River and Weenen, c. 10 km past Middelrus 
(-CC), on rock ledges, under bushes, Arnold 1372 
(PRE, holo.).

Spreading rhizomatous perennials forming col­
onies, saxicolous. Roots many, long, c. 4 mm thick 
(outer tissues apparently somewhat spongy). 
Rhizome compact, small, covered by lanate remains 
of leaf-bases. Leaves spreading, unequal in size, 
linear, 80(-300)x 15-20 mm, smooth and shiny 
above, lanate below with long thin white appressed 
hairs. Flowering stems annual, basal, spreading, c. 
200-300 mm long; cymes axillary, compact, 
enveloped by long canaliculate spathes, c. 20-50 
mm, becoming progressively smaller towards apex. 
Flowers c. 5 -10  in each axil, pale sky-blue to mauve. 
Calyx with linear lobes c. 10 mm long, glabrescent to 
lanate. Stamens etc. typical o f  genus. Fig. 4.

F i g . 3 .— Cyanotis pachyrrhiza. a 
whole plant, x  0,5; b, flower 
with bract and bracteoles, x  
1,5 c, stam en, x  3,5; gynoe- 
cium , x  3,5 . Mauve & Retief 
5245.
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Fig. 4 .— Cyanotis robusta. Arnold  1372, holotype in PRE.
F ig. 5 .—Ficinia x  lucida C. B. CL, Zto/ws 6082 (K, holotype), an 

interspecific hybrid between Ficinia cedarbergensis and F. 
ixioides subsp. glabra.

T r a n s v a a l .— 2430 (Pilgrims Rest): W olkberg, NW face o f  
Serala Peak ( -A A ) , Muller & Scheepers 165 (PRE).

N a t a l .— 2830 (Dundee): Um khumba Mountain near Weenen 
(-C C ), West 1441 ( N H ) ;  between M ooi fyver and Weenen (-C C ), 
Arnold 1372. 2929 (Underberg); Jonesk loof near Estcourt (-B B ),  
West 1538 ( N H ) .

The long thick roots and more robust habit distin­
guish it from C. lapidosa. There appears to be varia­
tion in size and degree of pubescence.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

CYPERACEAE

FICINIA L U C ID A : A N  INTERSPECIFIC HYBRID BETW EEN F. CEDARBERGENSIS  A N D  F. IXIOIDES SUBSP. GLABRA

The type of F. lucida C. B. Cl. (Bolus 6023, Fig. 5) 
was collected in the Cedarberg mountains of the 
western Cape Province in 1878, a little over one hun­
dred years ago. It most closely resembles F. 
cedarbergensis Arnold & Gordon-Gray and F. 
ixioides Nees subsp. glabra Arnold & Gordon-Gray, 
possessing characters of both these taxa, yet it cannot 
satisfactorily be placed in either of them.

F. lucida resembles F. cedarbergensis mainly in 
vegetative form, and in the form of the style and in­
florescence axis. Its inflorescence bracts and glumes 
and the overall form of the inflorescence are more 
like those of F. ixioides. In F. lucida: (i) the style is 
thick, red and granular (Fig. 6b) like that of F. 
cedarbergensis (Fig. 6a) and unlike that exhibited by 
F. ixioides, which is long, slender, light brown and 
papillate (Fig. 6c); (ii) the 2 or 3 outermost in­
florescence bracts have papery lobes along their 
margins, a condition not found elsewhere in Ficinia, 
except in F. ixioides, and unlike that in F.

cedarbergensis (see Figs 7a-c); (iii) the glumes have 
obtuse, apiculate apices — a feature absent in F. 
cedarbergensis, yet closely resembling the situation 
found in F. ixioides (see Figs 8a-c); (iv) the sheathing 
bases of the lower 2 -3  inflorescence bracts enclose 
the head more or less completely, as in F. ixioides, 
and unlike F. cedarbergensis in which only lA of the 
head is covered (see Figs 9a-c); and (v) the in­
florescence axes, although somewhat intermediate in 
form, are more typical of the type characterizing F. 
cedarbergensis (see Figs lOa-c).

Two of the characters that F. lucida shares with its 
putative parents, are rare in the genus Ficinia. The 
species (mentioned below), which do share these 
features, all have distributions disjunct from F. 
lucida and its putative parents: (i) the only other 
species to possess a red, granular style is F. levynsiae 
Arnold & Gordon-Gray; (ii) the only other species to 
possess the same form of inflorescence axis is F. 
petrophylla Arnold & Gordon-Gray.


