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3. The sheet is labelled ‘Hb. K unth \ and is thus like
ly to have been used by Kunth when he described M. 
dregeanus.

Inflorescences of both species dry to a straw-

colour, but the two species can readily be distinguish
ed from each by the characters given in Table 1 (see 
also Figs 16 & 17).

P. J. V o r s t e r

THE CORRECT A UTH O R CITATION FOR CYPERUS ELEPHANTINUS

Both Kukenthal in Pflanzenr. 101, 4, 20: 51 (1936) 
and Gordon-Gray in Ross, Flora of Natal 103 (1972) 
used the name Cyperus e/ephantinus C . B. Cl. (1895). 
However C. elephantinus C. B. Cl. is a nomen 
nudum and therefore illegitimate. The first validly 
published name given to the species was Mariscus 
elephantinus C. B. Cl. in Flora Capensis 7: 195 
(1897), where a full description was provided. In 
1909 C. B. Clarke in Illustr. Cyper. t. 20, figs. 1 & 2 
again used the name Cyperus elephantinus, but this 
cannot be accepted as valid publication of the name 
of a new7 combination under Cyperus, since there is

no description or a reference to the basionym, 
Mariscus elephantinus. It was not until 1936 that the 
combination was validly published: Kukenthal (I.e.) 
published the combination Cyperus elephantinus, 
providing a full Latin description and citing Mariscus 
elephantinus. A lthough  K uken tha l did not 
deliberately make the combination Cyperus elephan
tinus, it was nevertheless effected and should be ac
cepted. The correct author citation is therefore 
Cyperus elephantinus (C. B. Cl.) Kukenth.

P. J. V o r s t e r

ERICACEAE

TW O NEW  SPECIES OF ERICOIDEAE

Erica insignis E. G. H. Oliver, sp. nov. in genere 
singularis et facile recognita combination trium 
characterum: corolla redactissima aspectu aliquot 
coronae parvae circum ovarium, segmentis calycis 
maximis et staminibus bene exsertis 6-8plo corolla 
longioribus; ab Erica nabea Guthrie & Bol., specie 
altera generis exhibente corollam redactam, 
staminibus bene exsertis, floribus multo majoribus et 
habitu statim dignoscenda.

Fruticulus ad 400 mm altus, caudice lignoso. Rami 
erecti pubescentes. Folia 3nata erecta imbricata 
parum falcata, 8-12 mm longa, linearia ad angustis- 
sime ovata, acuta ad obtusa, parum alata ad basim, 
sulcata carinataque, statu iuvenili omnino puberula, 
et ciliata glandulis minutissimus subsessilibus, minus 
pubescentia vetustate; petiolo 1,5-2 mm longo, 
pubescente glandulo-ciliatoque. Flores 2-3nati ad 
extrema ramorum et/vel l -3 n a ti  ad extrema 
ramulorum lateralium; pedicellis 1,3-3 mm longis, 
dense pubescentibus; bracteolis 3 approximatis 
subaequalibus aut aequalibus, 8 ,5-9  x 3 -4  mm, 
duabus lateralibus asymmetricis, omnibus ovato- 
attenuatis acutis, sulcatis carinatisque in parte 2A 
superiore, sparse et minutissime puberulis, densiore 
puberulis ad basim, sparse ciliatis glandulis minutis 
subsessilibus. Calyx 4partitus bicyclicus, segmentis 
exterioribus ab- et adaxialibus, 1 8 -2 4 x 6 -7  mm, 
segmentis interioribus lateralibus 16-20x 5 mm, om
nibus anguste ovato-acutis, carinatis sulcatisque in 
parte lA superiore, naviculatis, sparse et minutissime 
puberulis utrinque, sparse ciliatis glandulis minutis 
subsessilibus. Corolla 41obata 4-5plo  calyce breviora 
4,5 x 4,5 mm oblato-urceolata, 4saccata et profunde 
canaliculata sub interstitiis, glabra; lobis filamenta 
amplectentibus, emarginatis, breviter ciliatis. 
Stamina 8 libera exserta; filamentis elongato- 
linearibus, 2 5 -3 2x0 ,5  mm, glabris; antheris 2 ,7-3  
mm longis, oblongis obtusis, parum prognathis 
rotundisque vel parum bilobatis ad basim, muticis 
glabris; poro 1,8 mm longo; polline in tetradis. 
Ovarium  41oculare, ovulis multis, breviter cylin- 
draceum, 2,5-3 x 2-2,5 mm, manifestum ad inter- 
stitia corollae, 8sulcatum glabrum, crista conspicua 
similis coronae apice immerso; stylo 30-37 mm 
longo tereti, longe exserto glabro; stigmate 
capitellato. Fructus ad 5 mm longus, capsula 
loculicidalis, valvis quattuor cucullatis.

T y p e .—Cape, Prince Albert District, northern 
slopes of Kangoberg in the Great Swartberg Range, 
1 400 m, December 1979, Oliver 7469 (STE, holo.; 
K; NBG; PRE).

Dwarf woody shrub up to 40 cm often small and 
bonsai-like with a woody rootstock. Branches erect, 
pubescent with spreading white hairs. Leaves 3-nate, 
erect imbricate slightly falcate 8-12 mm long, linear 
to very narrowly ovate, with acute to obtuse red apex 
and slight wings towards the base, sulcate and cari- 
nate, puberulous all over when young and ciliate with 
minute subsessile glands becoming less so with age; 
petiole 1,5-2 mm long, pubescent and gland-ciliate. 
Flowers 2-3-nate at the ends of branches and/or
1-3-nate at the ends of short lateral branchlets 
sometimes becoming crowded towards the ends of 
branches; pedicels 1,3-3 mm long, densely pubes
cent; bracteoles 3 approximate, subequal to equal
8,5-9 x 3 -4  mm with the two laterals asymmetrical, 
all ovate-attenuate to broadly ovate and more 
markedly attenuate, acute, sulcate and carinate in the 
upper 2A , sparsely and very minutely puberulous, 
denser towards the base, sparsely edged with minute 
subsessile glands, pale green turning bright red. 
Calyx 4-partite, 2-ranked the outer two ad- and abax- 
ial, 1 8 -2 4 x 6 -7  mm, the inner two lateral 16-20x5 
mm, all narrowly ovate-acute, carinate and sulcate in 
the upper !4, boat-shaped, sparsely and very minute
ly puberulous on both surfaces, sparsely edged with 
minute subsessile glands, pale green turning bright 
red. Corolla 4-lobed 4 -5  x shorter than the calyx 
and only just exceeding the ovary, 4,5 x 4,5 mm 
broadly oblate urceolate, 4-pouched and deeply 
channelled below the interstices, glabrous, pale 
green; lobes clasping the relatively large filaments, 
emarginate, shortly ciliate-edged. Stamens 8, free, 
exserted; filaments elongate linear 2 5 -3 2 x 0 ,5  mm, 
glabrous, pale green; anthers 2 ,7-3 ,0  mm long, 
oblong obtuse, slightly prognathous and rounded or 
slightly bilobed at the base, muticous, glabrous, pale 
brown; pore 1,8 mm; pollen in tetrads. Ovary 
4-celled with numerous ovules, 2 ,5-3  x 2-2,5 mm 
shortly cylindric just visible above the corolla in
terstices, 8-grooved, with conspicuous corona-like 
ridge with 8 bumps, apex and stigma attachment 
sunken, glabrous, pale green; style 30-37 mm terete, 
far exserted, glabrous, pale green; stigma capitellate,


