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ERIOCAULACEAE

A NEW  CO M BIN A TIO N  IN ERIOCAULON

Eriocaulon dregei Hochst. var. sonderanum
(Koern .) Oberm. comb, et stat. nov.

E. sonderanum  Koern. in Linnaea 27: 669 (1854); 
N. E. Br. in F. C. 7: 55 (1897). Type; Transvaal, 
Magaliesberg, Zeyher 1731 (SAM, iso.!), Burke s.n. 
(K!).

Mr R. D. Meikle of Kew has suggested in a per
sonal communication that E. sonderanum could be a

variety of E. dregei. The present-day ample collec
tions and the types of the names involved support 
this view. E. dregei var. dregei appears to be a 
polyploid. Var. sonderanum  is the common variety 
in the Transvaal; in Natal both varieties occur, but in 
the eastern Cape the larger var. dregei becomes com
mon, whereas var. sonderanum is rare.

A. A. O b e r m e y e r

IRIDACEAE

A NEW  SPECIES OF CROCOSMIA

Crocosmia pearsei Oberm., sp. nov., C. paniculata 
affinis, sed planta solitaria, rhachidi recta non 
distincte flexuosa (modo dicto anglice ‘zig-zag’) et 
floribus majoribus differt.

Cormi tunicae fibrosae. Planta ad 1 m alta, 
decidua, solitaria. Folia c. 5 subdisticha, anguste 
elliptica, apicibus et basibus longe attenuata, c. 500 
x 5 0 - 7 0  mm, plicata, basi obliqua, decidua. Spicus 
distichus, erectus simplex vel pauce ramosus, densus. 
Spathae minorae ovatae, c. 10 mm longae, apicula- 
tae, brunneae. Perianthium aurantiacum, c. 90 mm 
longum; tubus longus, incurvatus, base angustus,

sensim versus faucem ampliatus; limbus obliquus, 
lobi inaequales, lobo superiore grandiore et erecte, 
25-30 mm longo. Stamina tubo prope basin affixa; 
antherae lineari-sagittatae, dorsifixae, versatiles. 
Ovarium 3-loculare, ovulis pluris. Capsula globosa, 
c. 7 mm longa (immatura).

T y p e .—Natal, 2829 (Ladysmith): summit of 
Mnweni Pass in Drakensberg, c. 2900 m (-CC), R.
O. Pearse 34 (PRE, holo.).

Corm tunicated, fibrous. Plants up to 1 m tall, 
solitary, deciduous. Leaves c. 5, distichous, narrowly 
elliptical, attenuated above and below, c. 500x

Fig. 2 1 .—Crocosmia pearsei. Pearse 34, sheet 1 o f  holotype in Fig. 22.—Crocosmia pearsei. Pearse 34, sheet II o f  holotype in 
PRE. PRE.


