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A NEW COM BINATIO N IN ERIOCHLOA

Eriochloa meyerana (Nees) Pilg. subsp. gran­
diglumis (Stent & Rattray) Gibbs Russell, comb, et 
stat. nov.

Panicurn meyeranum  Nees, FI. Afr. Austr. 32 (1841), as 
meyerianum. — var. grandiglume Stent & Rattray in Proc. Trans. 
Rhod. scient. Ass. 32: 28 (1933), as grandegtume.

Eriochtoa meyerana (Nees) Pilg. in Naturl PflFam. ed. 2, 143: 
56 (1940), as meyeriana.

In 1841 Nees described Panicurn meyeranum 
which Pilger transferred to Eriochloa in 1940. I am in 
agreement with this decision, which is also supported 
by Clayton [Kew Bull. 30,1 : 107 (1975)], since the 
species is obviously more closely allied to Eriochloa 
than to Panicurn, in spite of the presence of a lower 
glume, a character not occurring in any other 
Eriochloa.

In Eriochloa there is a bead-like swelling at the 
base of the spikelet which is the result of the fusion of 
the lower glume and the lowest rhachilla internode. 
In Eriochloa meyerana the glume projects above this 
bead as a truncate, inward-turned cuff surrounding 
the base of the spikelet. However, specimens from 
Zimbabwe, the Soutpansberg and the Kruger Na­
tional Park in the Transvaal and from Zululand, 
have an ovate flat lower glume surmounting the bead 
that may be lA to Vi the length of the spikelet. These 
specimens are readily recognized, are confined to a 
discrete region within the range of the species and 
constitute a taxon which in our opinion merits 
subspecific rank. This taxon was described as var. 
grandiglume by Stent and Rattray from Zimbabwe in

1933. Clayton (1975) cites this variety in synonymy 
under Eriochloa meyerana. A new combination rais­
ing this taxon to subspecific rank is made here.

Clayton (1975) states that the spikelet and inflores­
cence of E. meyerana are intermediate between Erio­
chloa and Brachiaria mutica (Forssk.) Stapf and pos­
tulates that E. meyerana and related elements may be 
the result of hybridization between B. mutica and 
different local species of Eriochloa. However, B. 
mutica is a tropical species which does not occur 
naturally in southern Africa. Typical E. meyerana 
may have migrated southwards after it originated in 
the tropical regions. The subspecies grandiglumis 
probably originated further south and if this taxon is 
also of hybrid origin one should look for the other 
parent in this area. No obvious parental species, 
however, presents itself. Because the subspecies 
grandiglumis is consistently more robust than the 
typical subspecies, it may be that it is simply a 
polyploid of E. meyerana subsp. meyerana. 
Cytological investigation may throw more light on 
this possibility.

Selected specimens:
T r a n s v a a l .— 2231 (Pafuri): Soutpansberg ( -C A ), C odd  5421 

(PRE). 2331 (Komatipoort): Kruger National Park (-D D ) ,  
Coetzee 7028 (PRE).

N a t a l .— 2632 (Bela Vista): Maputaland ( -D D ) , Maputaland 
Expedition s.n . (PRE). 2831 (Nkandla): Hlabisa, Zululand (-B B ), 
Ward 2100 (PRE).

G .  E. G ib b s  R u s s e l l

NOTES ON DIGIT ARIA  IN SOUTH AFRICA

Since H enrard’s monograph (1950) on Digit aria 
only Chippindall (1955) has contributed to the tax­
onomy of the genus in South Africa. Chippindall’s 
contribution, however, was limited to comments and 
suggestions regarding the taxonomy and nomencla­
ture, but few definite decisions were made. Although 
Henrard’s monograph is a taxonomic milestone and 
will have to be considered in any subsequent work on 
the genus, some authors have criticized various 
aspects of the monograph, especially the unsatisfac­
tory delimitation of species and infraspecific taxa. In 
southern Africa it is mainly taxa of the section Erian- 
thae, that prove difficult to delimit. Most authors 
agree that too many taxa are recognized and that 
some of the presently accepted species might more 
correctly be assigned to taxa of lower rank.

A recent taxonomic investigation of the South 
African species of the genus by the present author
(1978) has confirmed this view. Thus, in the enume­
ration that follows, several taxa recognized by Hen- 
rard are reduced to synonymy, one species is reduced 
to subspecific rank and transferred to another 
species, while one new subspecies is described.
1. Digitaria monodactvla (Nees) Stapf in FI. Cap. 7: 
373 (1898).

D. m onodactyla  (Nees) Stapf var. explicata Stapf in FI. Trop. 
Afr. 9: 442 (1919).

2. Digitaria diversinervis (Nees) Stapf in FI. Cap. 7: 
379 (1898).

D. diversinervis (Nees) S tapf var. woodiana Henr. in M on. Dig. 
200 (1950).

3. Digitaria natalensis Stent in Bothalia 3: 152 
(1930).

D. natalensis Stent subsp. stentiana Henr. in Blumea 1: 93 
(1934).

D. natalensis Stent subsp. stentiana Henr. var. paludicola Henr. 
in M on. Dig. 483 (1950).

D. macroglossa Henr. in M on. Dig. 404 (1950).
D. macroglossa Henr. var. prostrata  (Stent) Henr. in Mon. Dig. 

406 (1950).
D. rigida Stent in Bothalia 3: 151 (1930).

4. Digitaria seriata Stapf in FI. Trop. Afr. 9: 432 
(1919).

D. polevansii Stent in Bothalia 3: 149 (1950).

5. Digitaria setivalva Stent in Bothalia 1:268(1924).
D. valida Stent subsp. burchelliana Henr. in M on. Dig. 975 

(1950).
D. pentzii Stent subsp. dregeana Henr. in M on. Dig. 976 (1950).

6. Digitaria eriantha Steud. in Flora 12: 448 (1829).
6.1 subsp. eriantha

D. smutsii Stent in Bothalia 1: 268 (1924).
D. geniculata Stent in Bothalia 3: 154 (1930).
D. stentiana Henr. in Blumea 1: 97 (1934).
D. bechuanica (Stent) Henr. in Mon. Dig. 295 (1950).
D. hiascens Mez in Bot. Jb. 57: 193 (1921).

6.2 subsp. pentzii (Stent) Kok, comb, et stat. nov. 
D. pentzii Stent in Bothalia 3: 147 (1930).
D. valida Stent in Bothalia 3: 148 (1930).
D. valida Stent var. glauca Stent in Bothalia 3: 149 (1930).
D. decumbens Stent in Bothalia 3: 150 (1930).

6.3 subsp. stolonifera (Stapf) Kok, stat. nov.
D. pentzii Stent var. stolonifera (Stapf) Henr. in M on. Dig. 544 

(1950).

6.4 subsp. transvaalensis Kok, subsp. nov.
A typo subspeciei longitudine spicularum differt. 
Spiculae 2,2 — 2,6 mm longae.

T y p e .—Transvaal, 2527 (Rustenburg): Silkaats- 
nek, 1974-01-17, Kok 577 (PRE, holo.; PRU).

P. D. F. Kok


