
VARIOUS AUTHORS 57

(Komatipoort) about 10 km from Baberton on 
Havelock Rd., in rock crevices, 22/1/1966, Burtt & 
Hilliard 3673 N U; Tienie Louw Nature Reserve, 
rocky ridges between boulders, 20/3/1973, Jacobsen 
2843 PRE.

At first sight the habit suggests a close relationship 
with B. pulchellum (Harv.) Schltr. and its allies, but 
the shape of the leaves, the inflorescences and especially 
the outer corona-lobes, with falcately curved lobules, 
leave no doubt as to its separate specific status.

R. A. D yer

BLECHNACEAE
FIRST RECORD OF STENOCHLAENA TENUIFOLIA (DESV.) MOORE FOR THE TRANSVAAL

Stenochlaena tenuifolia is a scandent fern, largely 
confined to the east coast of Africa from Kenya in the 
north to the eastern Cape Province in the south. All 
the South African specimens in PRE were collected 
practically within sight of the Indian Ocean. The 
species typically occurs in coastal swamp forest, 
climbing against rocks and trees to a height of 30 m.
Fig. 7 illustrates the known range of the species in 
Southern Africa according to specimens in PRE and 
the locality records given by Schelpe in FI. Zamb.
Pteridophyta 242 (1970), which could be traced on 
maps.

In 1968 a sterile specimen was collected on the farm 
Fourieskraal near Barberton, fully 120 km from the 
sea, by Mr M. J. van Biljon, acting on information 
supplied by Mr D. A. Jackson of Louws Creek 
Timbers. The specimen was taken at the small 
Mhlambanyathi Creek near the ruin of the old home­
stead at an altitude of about 550 m. In March 1975 
one of us (J.C.S.) visited the site and collected fertile 
material. The plants were growing in a small stand 
of humid “ swamp forest” on leached coarse sandy 
alluvium reminiscent of sites on the coastal plain of 
Zululand and Mozambique. Important associated 
trees were Syzygium cordatum Hochst., Bridelia 
micrantha (Hochst.) Baill., Anthocleista grandiflora 
Gilg and Rauvolfia caffra Sond. The fern was creeping 
over litter on the forest floor and up against tree 
trunks.

Because of its close proximity to the ruined home­
stead, it might conceivably have been introduced, but 
the plants appear to be growing so naturally in the 
forest, that the species is considered to be indigenous 
to the area.

T r a n sv a a l .— 2531 (Komatipoort): near Barberton (-CB),
Van Biljon sub PRE 38955; Scheepers 2401.

J. C. SCHEEPERS & P. VORSTER

ERICACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF ERICA FROM THE BREDASDORP DISTRICT

Erica occulta E. G. H. Oliver, sp. nov. in genere 
singularis propter lobos longos corollae et tubum 
brevem, habitum similitudine specierum Aspalathi, 
flores occultos et alternationem bractearum folio- 
rumque.

Fruticulus dense ramosus, erectus, ramis caespitosis 
vel pulvinatis, caulibus principalibus paucis. Rami 
tantum vetustiores visibiles, suberosi juniores foliis 
omnino tecti, internodis brevissimis, apparenter 
glabris. Folia 3(?4)-nata, caespitosa ad extremis 
ramulorum, imbricata erecta vel parum incurva ad 
9x1 mm cum petiolo, lineares acuta ad obtusa, 
complanata versus basim, rotundata versus apicem,

minute sulcata, fere sine distinctione inter laminam 
petiolumque, longe ciliata in marginibus et in pagina 
abaxiali et versus apice in pagina adaxiali, aliter 
glabra; petiolo incolorato piano ciliato; folia aggre- 
gata alternantesque bracteis parvis; bractiis breve 
triangularibus ad spathulatis ad ovatosubacuminatis 
ad 2 mm longis ciliatis longe ciliatis apice aliter 
glabris, albis mox fuscescentibus, persistentibus. 
Flores singulares terminales in ramulis, subtenti 
bracteis; pedicello brevi ad 1 mm longo glabro albo; 
bracteolis 3, 1 ,6 -1 ,8 x 1  mm plus minusve oblongis 
adpressis ad basim calycis, mediano parum breviore 
subacuto, lateralibus obtusis apice obliquo, omnibus


