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less straight or curved outwards just above the middle, 
glabrous, colourless; anthers included, up to 1,9 mm 
long, narrowly oblong with or without a gibbous base 
in front, terminal to subterminal, glabrous, pale 
brown, decurrent-aristate; awns up to 1 mm long, 
shortly free with tips slightly spreading; pore large up 
to 1,3 mm long; pollen grains in tetrads forming pollen 
masses. Ovary 4-celled with numerous ovules, l , 2 x  
1 mm, broadly ovoid to ellipsoid, sometimes with a 
distinct short cylindric apex up to 0 ,4  x  0 ,7  mm below 
the base of the style, glabrous, white; nectariferous 
disc present, colourless; style 5-6 mm long, cylindric, 
white turning brown, exserted; stigma at first simple 
becoming minutely peltate with four protuberances 
arising from its centre, green becoming brown. F ig . 8.

C a p e .— 3419 (Caledon): limestone hills near Pearly Beach 
(-DA), 8 Oct. 1972, Esterhuysen 32989 (BOL); 9 Sept. 1974, 
Esterhuysen 33606 (BOL; K; MO; NBG; PRE; STE).

This remarkable species recently discovered by Miss 
E. Esterhuysen of the Bolus Herbarium is very distinct 
in the genus for its tufted cushion-like habit, almost 
hidden flowers and much divided corolla.

The latter condition immediately brings to mind a 
similar one occuring in Erica lanuginosa Andr., which 
is a species of uncertain position in the Ericoideae. 
In E. lanuginosa the corolla lobes are very large, but 
each has a large gibbous base and unique stiff inward 
projecting sinus.

Apart from this superficial similarity, Erica occulta 
bears no close relationship to any other species in the 
genus and its position in a section of the genus is 
uncertain. For convenience, it will probably be best to

place the species in the section Eurystegia with E. 
lanuginosa despite the fact that it has such small 
flowers. The general appearance of the flower is also 
similar to species such as E. bodkinii and E. grisbrookii, 
which occur in the hills of the Caledon and Bredasdorp 
districts.

The leaves of E. occulta are extremely crowded 
together at the ends of the branches; so much so that 
the internodes are almost non-existent. It is thus 
difficult to determine the number of leaves per whorl. 
It would appear that they are 3-nate. The crowded 
tufted leaves and the almost hidden cream flowers give 
the species the appearance of some species in the genus 
Aspalathus\ in fact its true identity is hidden until 
one makes a close examination of the material.

The possession of bracts is an unusual feature in the 
genus Erica shared only by a few species. Normally 
in the genus the flowers alternate with the leaves 
and are not subtended by any vegetative organ 
and no bracts are present. In £  occulta, however, 
there are whorls of bracts, distinct and unlike the 
leaves, alternating with the leaves. These bracts occur 
at the ends of the branches at the time of flowering 
and one of them subtends the single flower. Among 
the remaining bracts there are two buds which later 
develop into new branches.

In the fresh material examined the pollen remained 
aggregated in clumps. This was the case in all of the 
flowers examined but may have been an unusual 
occurrence. I have not seen this in other species in the 
genus.

E. G. H. O liver

FABACEAE 
THE IDENTITY OF CALPURNIA SERICEA HARV.

Harvey, in FI. Cap. 2: 267 (1862), based his descrip
tion of Calpurnia sericea on a specimen collected by 
Von Schlicht in Lesotho. Few, if any, specimens have 
been referred to C. sericea subsequently and the 
identity of the species has remained in doubt. Phillips, 
in Ann. S. Afr. Mus. 9: 479 (1917), cited C. sericea as a 
synonym of C. robinioides (DC.) E. Mey. but this was 
clearly because he did not have the opportunity of 
studying the type material, while Yakovlev in his 
treatment of the genus in Nov. Syst. Vyssh. Rast. 
8:181-184 (1971) made no mention of C. sericea at all.

Through the courtesy of Prof. B. Nordenstam, 
Curator of the Botany Section of the Museum of 
Natural History, Stockholm, the holotype of C. 
sericea was received on loan from the Sonder Herba
rium. The holotype consists of a small flowering twig. 
The leaves have 6-8 pairs of leaflets which are densely 
appressed-villous on both surfaces but especially 
along the midrib on the lower surface. The inflore
scences are shorter than the leaves and the ovaries are 
pubescent on the margins only. Although Harvey 
stated that the holotype was collected by Von Schlicht 
in Lesotho (Basutoland), a note on the specimen 
written by Sonder says that Harvey was in error in 
assuming that Von Schlicht collected the specimen. 
According to Sonder the specimen was collected in 
Lesotho by a missionary whose name was unfortu
nately unknown to him. As far as is known Von 
Schlicht only collected in Namaqualand.

On examining the holotype it was at once apparent 
that C. sericea and C. obovata Schinz, in Bull. Herb. 
Boiss. 4: 426 (1896), are conspecific and that C. 
sericea, being the earlier name, must be adopted for

this species. Yakovlev recognized two varieties within
C. obovata Schinz, namely, var. obovata in which the 
ovaries are pubescent on the margins only, and var. 
pubescens in which the ovaries are pubescent through
out. As C. sericea, as it is now to be called, is a fairly 
polymorphic species, all of the available material was 
examined in an attempt to evaluate the significance of 
the degree of pubescence of the ovary in delimiting 
varieties within the species.

Examination of the material revealed that the degree 
of pubescence of the ovary is not correlated with the 
degree of pubescence of the leaflets, with leaflet size, 
shape or number, or with geographical distribution. 
Codd & Dyer 6263 from the Utrecht district of 
northern Natal is a fairly good match of Thode A270 
from Kafir Drift-Tweekloof, Utrecht district, northern 
Natal, the holotype of var. pubescens, but differs in 
having slightly larger leaves. Tinley 628 from Giants 
Castle, Natal, which is a good match of Codd & Dyer 
6263, differs, however, in that the ovaries are pube
scent on the margins only. Thus, two specimens with 
an almost identical facies key out to two different 
varieties. Likewise, specimens with a dissimilar facies 
key out to the same variety on the basis of the degree 
of pubescence of the ovary. Even among the specimens 
which have ovaries pubescent throughout there is 
considerable variation in the degree of pubescence 
of the leaflet surfaces. In the holotype of var. pube
scens the upper and lower leaflet surfaces are densely 
appressed-villous, in Codd & Dyer 6263 the upper 
leaflet surfaces are sparsely appressed-villous and the 
lower ±glabrous, while in Marais 1275 from the 
eastern Orange Free State the leaflets are±glabrous
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throughout. A similar range of variation in the 
indumentum of the leaflets is present among specimens 
with ovaries pubescent on the margins only.

The degree of pubescence of the ovary has been used 
for delimiting subspecies within C. aurea (Ait.) Benth. 
but in this species the degree of pubescence of the 
ovary is correlated with the degree of pubescence of 
the leaflets and with geographical distribution. In 
the case of C. sericea, however, the degree of pube
scence of the ovary is not correlated with any other 
morphological character or with geographical distri
bution. Consequently, it is not intended to uphold the 
varieties within C. sericea.

The relevant changes in nomenclature are summa
rized as follows:

Calpurnia sericea Harv. in FI. Cap. 2: 267 (1862). 
Type: Lesotho, collector unknown 82, (S, holo.!).

C. obovata Schinz in Bull. Herb. Boiss. 4: 426 (1896). Type: 
Natal, Ingunga, Schlechter 6310 (Z, holo.!). C. obovata var. 
pubescens Yakovlev in Nov. Syst. Vyssh. Rast. 8: 183 (1971). 
Type: Natal, Utrecht district, Kafir Drift-Tweekloof, Thode 
A270 (K, holo.!; PRE, iso.!).

C. mucronulata Harms ex Kuntze, Rev. Gen. 3 (2): 54 (1898). 
Type: Natal, Klip River district, Van Reenen’s Pass, Kuntze 
(K, iso.!).

C. intrusa auct., non (R. Br. ex Ait.f.). E. Mey. sensu stricto.

J. H. Ross

THE TYP1FICATION OF HAEMATOXYLUM DINTERI

Harms, in Bot. Jahrb. 40: 31 (21 May 1907), based 
his description of Caesalpinia dinteri, the basionym of 
Haematoxylum dinteri (Harms) Harms in Feddes 
Repert. 12: 555 (1913), on Dinter 1169 from Inachab 
in South West Africa. Unfortunately the holotype in 
the Berlin Herbarium was destroyed during the war, 
and efforts to trace an isotype have proved unsuccess
ful. Although the application of the name H. dinteri

is not in doubt, in the absence of any type material it 
seems desirable to select a neotype for this species. 
Consequently I now select the specimen Pearson 9717 
in the National Herbarium, Pretoria, from the 
western foothills of the Little Karas Mountains, east of 
Holoog Station, Keetmanshoop District, South West 
Africa as the neotype of H. dinteri.

J. H. Ross

LILIACEAE
ADDITIONAL NOTES ON THE SOUTH AFRICAN SPECIES OF ASPARAGUS

1. The correct name for  A. thunbergianus J. A. Schult. 
& J. H. Schult.

In the course of an examination of material in the 
Bergius Herbarium in Stockholm, I was shown a 
specimen labelled in Bergius’ hand “Asparagus mihi 
rubicundus” . This is undoubtedly the type (Fig. 9) of 
A. rubicundus Bergius, which was described in his 
Descriptiones plantarum ex Capite Bonae Spei (1767). 
The specimen was collected at the Cape and communi
cated to Bergius by Grubb. It cannot be established 
whether or not Grubb collected it himself. The 
epithet has hitherto not been taken up as the descrip
tion was considered inadequate and the type had not 
been seen.

Baker (Flora Capensis 6: 266; 1896) incorrectly 
treated A. rubicundus as a synonym for A. africanus 
Lam. var. dependens (Thunb.) Bak. I have retained A. 
dependens Thunb. as a synonym for A. africanus, but 
do not consider that A. rubicundus should be placed 
here. There is no reason to believe that Baker saw 
the material of A. rubicundus.

The specimen in Bergius’ Herbarium is a flowering 
branch of the species currently known as A. thunber
gianus J. A. Schult. & J. H. Schult. The correct name 
and important synonymy therefore become:—

Asparagus rubicundus Bergius, PI. Cap. Bon. Sp. 
88 (1767). Type: Caput Bonae Spei, comm. Grubb 
(SBT, holo.!).

A. thunbergianus J. A. Schult. & J. H. Schult., Syst. Veg. 
7: 333 (1829); Jessop, in Bothalia 9: 55 (1966).

Asparagopsis dregei Kunth, Enum. PI. 5: 84 (1850). A. thun- 
bergii Kunth, Enum. PI. 5: 85 (1850), nom. illegit.

2. Asparagus macowanii Bak.
I formerly recognized two varieties in A. macowanii 

Bak. (Bothalia 9: 57; 1966). On the evidence of 
herbarium material I believed that the eastern Cape 
plants never exceeded 1 m in height, while Natal and 
Transvaal material exceeded 1,5 m. An examination

*

F i g . 9.—Asparagus rubicundus. Holotype in Bergius Herbarium, 
Stockholm.

of many populations in the eastern Cape has shown 
that the herbarium record was very incomplete and 
that in this area plants may occasionally be up to as 
much as 2 m high.

It is, therefore, not possible to recognize A. maco
wanii var. zuluensis (N.E. Br.) Jess, as a distinct taxon.

J. P. Jessop


