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Notes on African plants

VARIOUS AUTHORS

AMARYLLIDACEAE 

A NEW COMBINATION IN CYRTANTHUS

When Baker revised the genus Cyrtanthus for the 
Flora Capensis 6: 218 (1896), he placed the name 
Cyphonema loddigesianum in the synonymy of Cyrtan­
thus helictus Lehm. (1839), where it has remained un­
disputed.

A distinguishing character of Cyrtanthus helictus, 
not shared by Cyphonema loddigesianum, is that it 
produces 2-4 linear, spirally twisted leaves to each 
bulb. Baker used this character of spirally twisted 
leaves to distinguish Cyrtanthus helictus from C. uni- 
florus Gawl. (1816). In the synonymy of C. uniflorus

Fk5. 1.—Cyrtanthus loddigesianus. Painting of species collected 
on grassy slopes on Marine Drive near Skoenmakerskop, 
Port Elizabeth.

Baker placed Amaryllis clavata L’ H6rit (1788). This 
required the name change to Cyrtanthus clavatus made 
by me in Herbertia 1939: 99 (1940).

In describing Cyrtanthus affinis in Flowering Plants 
of South Africa 22: t. 867 (1942), I differentiated it 
from C. clavatus by its longer and broader leaves and 
by generally more flowers to the umbel. During a sub­
sequent visit to Kew herbarium a painting of Cypho­
nema loddigesianum was examined, which showed a 
strong likeness to Cyrtanthus affinis. The painting by 
Miss Hooker was a copy of an orginal by W. Herbert 
in the archives of the Royal Horticultural Society. 
Cyphonema loddigesianum was described in a note by 
Herbert under Plate 3710 (1839) of Curtis’s Botanical 
Magazine and further information, confirming its 
Cape origin, was added under Plate 3747. I was left 
in little doubt that Cyphonema loddigesianum was 
specifically equal to Cyrtanthus affinis and made a 
note to this effect, but took no action at the time to 
establish the necessary new combination.

In 1977 Rhona Collett submitted a painting of a 
bowl of Cyrtanthus, a photograph of which is repro­
duced here (Fig. 1), which is now the property of the 
Botanical Research Institute. The bulbs were growing 
in quantity on grassy slopes of the old Country Club 
on the Marine Drive within 50 m of the sea at Skoen­
makerskop outside Port Elizabeth. This is not far 
distant from Walmer, the type locality of Cyrtanthus 
affinis. A feature of all these plants is the short cylin- 
dric base to the campanulate corolla-tube as opposed 
to the gradual expansion of the tube from the ovary 
of most of the related species.

I am obliged to my colleague at Kew, Mr Trevor 
Arnold for reviewing the evidence and concurring that 
it is necessary to establish the new combination 
Cyrtanthus loddigesianus as follows:

Cyrtanthus loddigesianus {Herb.) R . A. Dyer, 
comb. nov.

Cyphonema loddigesianum Herb, in Curtis’s bot. Mag. sub t. 
3710 (1839).

Cyrtanthus affinis R. A. Dyer in Flower. PI. S. Afr. 22: t. 867 
(1942).

R. A. D yer

ASCLEPIADACEAE 

NEW RECORDS OF BRACHYSTELMA

Brachystelma dimorphum R. A. Dyer, sp. nov., 
affine B. circinato E. Mey., coronae lobis exterioribus 
multo minoribus, corolla extra ±  glabra, intra pilosa 
differt.

subsp. dimorphum.

Herba perennis, tuberosa. Tuber 50-70 mm diam. 
Caulis 1 (2), basin versus ramosus; rami ±  erecti vel 
patentes, 100-200 mm alti, puberuli. Folia breviter 
petiolata; lamina ovato-elliptica, 5-20 mm longa, 
4-14 mm lata, sursum plicata, infra pilosa, supra 
glabra. Flores 1 vel pauci, extra axillas, singulares

producti; pedicelli ±1 mm longi. Sepala ±  lanceolata, 
± 0 ,7 5  mm longa, pilosa. Corolla 5-7 mm longa, extra 
±  glabra, intra puberula; lobi ovato-lineares, basin 
versus breviter connati, apicibus connatis. Corona
1,5-2 mm diam., 0,5-1 mm alta; lobi exteriores 
minuti, bidentati; lobi interiores ±  oblongi, incum- 
bentes, ±  emarginati.

T ype .—Cape, 2824 (Kimberley): 16 km NW of 
Kimberley on Barkly West road (-DA), red sandy 
loam in depression; tuber bell-shaped; corolla dirty 
cream with purple touches, ra re ; tuber pleasant eating, 
Dec. 1961, O. A. Leistner 2935 (PRE, holo.).
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Perennial herb producing a tuber. Tuber 50-70 mm 
diam., bell-shaped (Leistner) or somewhat depressed. 
Stem single (2), annual, sparingly branched, with 
branches more or less erect or somewhat spreading, 
up to 200 mm high, puberulous. Leaves shortly petio- 
late; lamina ovate-elliptic (when flattened), normally 
folded upwards, 5-20 mm long, 4-14 mm broad, pilose 
on back, glabrous on inner surface. Flowers 1-few, 
extra-axillary, opening singly; pedicels 1-2 mm long. 
Sepals lanceolate, ± 0 ,7 5  mm long, pilose. Corolla 
with cylindric beak in bud, 5-7 mm long, divided 
nearly to base; lobes linear from an ovate base with 
recurved margins, united at tips into a cage-like struc­
ture, ±  glabrous on outer surface, puberulous on 
inner surface. Corona shortly united at base, 1,5-2 mm 
diam. across base, 0.75-1 mm high; outer lobes 
minute, 2-dentate, confluent with base of inner lobes; 
inner lobes unevenly oblong, incumbent, slightly 
emarginate at tip. Pollinia somewhat pear-shaped with 
short connectives. Follicles 70-100 mm long, spreading 
more or less at right-angles to stalk.

C a p e .—2624 (Vryburg) Hutchinson in PRE 57572; 48 km N 
of Vryburg, deep sandy soil, flowers pale green, tuber flattened, 
Nov., Hardy & Bayliss 1226. 2824 (Kimberley): 16 km NW of 
Kimberley on Barkly West Rd. (-DA) Dec. 1961, O. A. Leistner 
2935; between Kimberley and Warrenton, Wilkins in PRE 
57573; in alluvium soil at Klipdrift on south bank of Riet River 
Dec., Acocks 2593.

O.F.S.—2926 (Bloemfontein): near Quaggafontein, Jan. 
1912, Burn Davy 12378.

The above recorded specimens have in the past been 
associated with B. circinatum and the synonymous 
epithets B. galpinii and B. filiforme. It is only on dis­
section that the distinction of the outer corona-lobes 
becomes evident: those of B. circinatum overtop the 
staminal column and are deeply bilobuled, whereas 
in B. dimorphum they are rudimentary. The pubescence 
within the corolla is also distinctive.

subsp. gratum R. A. Dyer subsp. nov., corollae 
lobis apicibus libris, coronae lobis interioribus sub- 
quadratis distinguitur.

T ype .—O.F.S., 2726 (Odendaalsrus): near Welkom 
airport, Jan. 1978, Rawlinson in PRE 57440 (PRE, 
holo.).

The subspecies gratum is distinguished from sub­
species dimorphum in that the lobes of the corolla are 
free at the tips allowing the corolla to expand star­
shaped instead of remaining cage-like when the tips 
of the lobes remain fused.

It is known only from the single collection by Mr 
S. I. Rawlinson near Welkom airport. It was this dis­
covery which led to the separation of B. dimorphum 
from B. circinatum with which it had been previously 
confused. The epithet gratum (welcome) seemed ap ­
propriate because of the habitat near Welkom.

Brachystelma gemmeum R. A. Dyer, sp. nov., 
affine B. circinato E. Mey., sed pilis paucis angusti- 
cylindricis purpureis vibratilis 3 ,5  mm longis intra 
corollae orem instructis differt.

Tuber 50-60 mm diam., 30-35 mm altus. Caules
4-5, annui, erecti, 50-70 mm alti, minute pubescentes, 
dense foliati. Folia breviter petiolata; lamina linearis, 
30-40 mm longa, 3-4 mm lata, puberula. Flores 
fasciculati, extra axillas producti; pedicelli 2-3 mm 
longi, puberuli. Sepala iinearia, acuminata, 2 mm 
longa. Corolla 15-16 mm longa, glabra; tubus cam- 
panulatus, 2 mm longus, intra orem pilis paucis, 
angusti-cylindricis, purpureis, vibratilis, 3,5 mm longis 
instructus; lobi e basi ovato, lineares, 13—14 mm longi,

replicati, glabri, ad extremum connati. Corona lobis 
exterioribus 5, profunde bifidis; lobi interiores oblongi, 
incumbentes.

T y pe .— Transvaal, 2331 (Phalaborwa): Gravelotte 
Emerald Mine (-CD), sandveld, Mopani woodland, 
510 m, Lancaster 199 (PRE, holo.).

F i g . 2.— Brachystelma tabularium. 1, flowering stem, X 1; 2, 
bud with inflexed tips, X 3; 3, single corolla-lobe with 
inflexed tip, X 3; 4, flower with corolla opened out, X 3; 
5, corona, X 15; 6, inner corona-lobe incumbent on anther 
(Rosemary Holcroft after A. C. Dawson in BOL).
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Rootstock producing a tuber. Tuber ±55 mm diam., 
depressed, ± 30  mm high. Stems 4-5 together from 
the base, annual, 50-70 mm tall, minutely pubescent, 
densely leafy. Leaves dense, shortly petiolate; petiole
3-5 mm long; lamina linear, 30-40 mm long, 3-4 mm 
broad, tapering slightly to each end, minutely pubesc­
ent. Flowers numerous, in extra-axillary fascicles, 
few—several together, developed successively. Pedicels 
2-3 mm long, minutely puberulous. Sepals linear, 
acuminate, 2 mm long, puberulous. Corolla 15-16 mm 
long, glabrous, purple; tube ± 2  mm long, campanu- 
late, with slightly prominent sinuses, with few, purple, 
narrowly-cylindric, vibratile hairs 3,5 mm long on the 
inner surface at the base of the lobes, readily falling; 
lobes linear from an ovate base, 13-14 mm long, 
replicate, glabrous, united at tips and forming a cage. 
Corona arising ± 0 ,5  mm above base of staminal 
column, producing 5 spreading outer lobes divided 
to about £ way into linear teeth or lobules, with few 
long hairs from tips; inner lobes oblong, incumbent 
on backs of anthers but not meeting over centre.

T r a n s v a a l .—2330 (Phalaborwa): Gravelotte Emerald Mine, 
sandveld, Mopani woodland, 510 m, Lancaster 199.

This dwarf species is remarkable for the long, 
purple, narrowly-cylindric, vibratile hairs within the 
mouth of the corolla-tube. The specific epithet was 
chosen because of the association with an Emerald 
Mine.

Brachystelma tabularium R. A. Dyer, sp. nov., 
corolla ±12 mm longa, fere ad basin lobata, lobis 
linearibus apicibus inflexis libris, coronae lobis ex- 
terioribus profunde bilobulatis, lobis interioribus in- 
cumbentibus distinguitur.

Herba perennis tuberosa, basi 2-3-ramosa. Caules 
erecti, tenues, ±200 mm alti, breviter pubescentes, 
intemodiis 25-70 mm longis. Folia breviter petiolata; 
lamina ±  oblonga, ± 10  mm longa, ± 5  mm lata, 
sparse pubescens, margine leviter undulata. Flores 
1-2, breviter pedicellati, extra axillas producti; sepala 
anguste lanceolata, ± 1 ,5  mm longa. Corolla alabastro 
cylindrica, circiter 12 mm longa, glabra, fere ad basin 
lobata; lobi lineares, apiceinflexi, libri, ± 1 2 mm longi, 
ad medium versus ± 0 ,5  mm lati, basin versus 1,25 
mm. Corona biseriata; lobi exteriores 1 mm alti, 
profunde bilobulati; lobi interiores incumbentes.

Type.— Cape, 3325 (Port Elizabeth): near Red- 
house, F. Paterson s.n. (BOL, holo.).

Perennial herb producing a tuber, 2-3-branched 
from the base. Stems slender, erect, about 200 mm 
tall, with intemodes 25-70 mm long, shortly pubesc­
ent. Leaves shortly petiolate, oblong, ± 10  mm long, 
± 5  mm broad, sparsely pubescent, somewhat undu­
late at the margin. Flowers 1-2 or more together; 
extra axillary, opening in succession; sepals narrowly 
lanceolate, ± 1 ,5  mm long. Corolla cylindric in bud, 
about 12 mm long, glabrous, divided almost to the 
base; lobes linear, inflexed at the apex, free, ±12 mm 
long, about 0,5 mm broad at the middle and ± 1 ,2 5  
mm at base. Corona arising slightly above the base of 
the staminal column, producing 5 outer lobes about 
1 mm high and deeply bilobuled; inner corona-lobes 
incumbent on the anthers. F ig . 2.

The distribution of the species is not further known 
than the type from near Redhouse in the eastern Cape 
Province.

The description is based largely on an excellent 
drawing of the type with dissections brought to light 
from the archives of the Bolus Herbarium by kind 
favour of Prof. E. A. Schelpe. The role of the drawing 
in the description of the species prompted the choice 
of the specific epthet. The type specimen, which is 
rather poor, has been preserved in the Bolus Herba­
rium, undetermined, since its incorporation in 1915. 
The original tuber was sent by Mrs Florence Paterson 
from Redhouse near Port Elizabeth in 1913 and 
flowered at the Bolus Herbarium in 1915, when the 
drawing was made by A. C. Dawson, and the tuber 
transferred to the National Botanic Gardens, Kirsten- 
bosch.

The free, inflexed tips of the corolla-lobes are unique 
in the genus.

Brachystelma duplicatum R. A. Dyer, nom. nov.
B. floribundum R. A. Dyer in Flower. PI. Afr. 31: t. 1224 

(1956) non Turrill in Kew Bull. 1922: 197 (1922).

The epithet floribundum was first used by Turrill for 
a Rhodesian species and my use of it was a duplication 
thereof for a distinct species.

Brachystelma pygmaeum (Schltr.) N.E. Br. subsp. 
flavidum (Schltr.) R. A. Dyer, comb, et stat. nov.

Brachystelma flavidum Schltr. in Bot. Jb. 40 : 94 (1907) 
N.E. Br. in F.C. 4,1: 1: 846 (1908); Medley Wood, N ata' 
Plants 6,4: t. 586 (1912); R. A. Dyer in Flower. PI. Afr. 27: t; 
1067 (1949).

R. A. D yer

NEW RECORDS OF CEROPEGIA

Ceropegia barbata R. A. Dyer, sp. nov., affinis 
C. filiformi (Burch.) Schltr., corolla multo minori, 
lobis apice libris barbatis differt.

Herba perennis suberecta, radicibus elongatis, fasci- 
culatis, fusiformibus, carnosis. Caulis tenuis, nonnun- 
quam sparse ramosus, glaber. Folia linearia, 30-60 
mm longa, leviter crassa, marginibus recurvis, glabra. 
Pedunculi extra axillas producti, 1-flori; pedicellus 
6-7 mm longus. Sepala lineari-lanceolata, ± 5  mm 
longa, glabra. Corolla ±25 mm longa, fere ad medium 
lobata; tubus ±13 mm longus, basi globosus, 5-6 mm 
diam., ad faucem versus 8-9 mm diam. expansus, 
glaber, longitudinaliter nervata; lobi alabastro spira- 
liter torti, usque 12 mm longi, libri, suberecti, intra 
pilis longis cylindricis induti, apicem versus longe 
pilosi. Corona lobis exterioribus 5, profunde divisis, 
lobulis capitulatis, 1,5 mm longis, hirsutis; lobi in­
teriores lineares, 2 mm longi, glabri. Folliculi 1-2, 
130-140 mm longi, 4-5 mm diam.

T ype .—Cape, 3321 (Ladismith): near Calitzdorp 
(-DA), Blackburn in BOL 22660/1 (BOL, holo.).

Perennial herb, with rootstock producing a tuft of 
fusiform roots. Roots up to about 0 ,3  m long, fleshy, 
with thin laterals. Stem unbranched or sparingly 
branched from near base, slender, up to about 0,45 m 
long, apparently somewhat fleshy, scrambling with 
outside support and not twining, glabrous. Leaves 
linear, 30-60 mm long, somewhat fleshy, with the 
margins recurved, glabrous. Peduncles produced 
laterally at the nodes, 10-20 mm long, 1-flowered, with 
1 terminal filamentous bract ± 3  mm long; pedicel 
6-7 mm long. Sepals linear-lanceolate, ± 5  mm long, 
glabrous. Corolla ±25 mm long; tube ±13 mm long, 
straight or slightly curved, with a globose-elliptic in­
flation at base, 5-6 mm diam., narrowed to ± 3  mm 
and then gradually expanding to mouth 8-9 mm diam., 
longitudinally veined; lobes twisted in bud, up to 12 
mm long, with terminal knob, becoming free, spread­


