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THE RIOCREUXIA FLANAGANII COMPLEX

My work on the genus Riocreuxia for the Flora of 
Southern Africa has left me as undecided as regards 
the concept of some species as apparently were R. 
Schlechter, K. Schumann and N. E. Brown in the 
past. Under the species R. torulosa Decne, Brown 
wrote in Fl. Cap. 4 ,2 : 803 (1908) that the corona of 
this plant varies considerably, or that more than one 
species is included; and under R. bolusii Brown com­
mented that in its broad leaves and the more cyme­
like character of its inflorescence the species resembles 
(R. polycantha Schltr.)=/?. burchellii K. Schum., but 
he added that the leaves are thinner and the corona 
entirely different, being more like that of R. torulosa.

Had not Brown given Bolus 10194 species rank, I 
should have been satisfied to classify it under R. 
torulosa with which it was collected by Bolus (Bolus 
10197). On the other hand R. burchellii (R. polycantha) 
is also recorded from Transkei and there is the possi­
bility of R. bolusii being a natural hybrid of the two 
related species. It is suspected that natural hydridiza- 
tion has played a part in the variability found through­
out this genus.

Thus in dealing with two unclassified collections 
from near Wakkerstroom, Transvaal, I was in a 
quandary as to the best method of taxonomic treat­
ment to adopt. Having decided against describing the 
taxon as a new species, but to treat it as a subspecies 
o f R. flanaganii Schltr., further nomenclatural changes 
have become necessary. This is because H. Huber 
included Riocreuxia in his revision of the genus 
Ceropegia in Mems Soc. broteriana 12 (1957) (1958) 
and created three varieties of his Ceropegia flanaganii. 
The changes required now a re :

a. Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. subsp. woodii 
(N.E. Br.) R. A. Dyer, subsp. et comb. nov. Type: 
Natal, Wood 338 in NH 181 (NH!).

Riocreuxia woodii N.E. Br. in F.C. 4,1: 803 (1908). Type as 
above.

Ceropegia flanaganii (Schltr.) Huber var. fallax Huber in 
Mems Soc. broteriana 12: 169 (1957) (1958). Type as above.

b. Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr. subsp. alexandrina
(Huber) R. A. Dyer, subsp. nov., comb nov. Type: 
Natal, Dumisa, Rudatis 1540 (K !; NH!).

Ceropegia flanaganii (Schltr.) Huber var. alexandrina Huber 
I.e.

c. Riocreuxia flanaganii Schltr, subsp. segregata 
R. A. Dyer, subsp. nov., affinis R. flanaganii Schltr. 
subsp. flanaganii foliis crassiusculis, lobis corollae 
crassiusculis tubo breviore, corona majore differt.

Type.—Transvaal, 2730 (Vryheid): Kastrol Nek 
near Wakkerstroom, FitzSimons and Van Dam in 
TRV 25981 (PRE, holo.).

Perennial herb with somewhat woody rootstock 
producing slightly fleshy roots; stem twining, uni- 
fariously pubescent. Leaves apparently subsucculent, 
petiolate, with petiole up to about 30 mm long, shortly 
unifariously pubescent; blade deeply cordate-ovate, 
up to about 70 mm long, 50 mm broad, sometimes 
with the basal lobes overlapping, with short scattered 
pubescence and short cilia. Flowers fasciculate in 
shortly pedunculate cymes; peduncles 5-20 mm long, 
branched with 1 or 2 short extensions; pedicels 15-20 
mm long, glabrous. Sepals linear-lanceolate, spread- 
ing-recurved, 4-5 mm long, glabrous. Corolla 16-18 
mm long; tube subcylindric, slightly inflated, ± 1 0  mm 
long, glabrous; lobes linear-filiform from a lanceolate 
base, 6-8 mm long, connate at tips, glabrous. Staminal- 
column ± 2  mm long, rather stout; corona arising 
nearly \  way up staminal-column forming 5 pockets
0 ,5 -0 ,75  mm deep with spreading bifid outer margins 
with lobules 0,25 mm long and confluent with inner 
corona-lobes at base; inner corona-lobes linear,
1,5-2 mm long, overtopping staminal column. Pollinia 
subglobose, ± 0 ,1 5  mm diam., with translucent apex, 
attached by short delicate caudicles to minute carrier. 
Follicles slender, subterete, 80-100 mm long, slightly 
constricted between seeds.

Known only from southern Transvaal near Wak­
kerstroom in Kastrol Nek.

T r a n s v a a l .—2730 (Vryheid): near Wakkerstroom in Kastrol 
Nek (-AD), Jan. 1925, FitszSimons & van Dam in TRV 25981 
in PRE; near Wakkerstroom, Pole Evans 19656.

The subspecies woodii and alexandrina, known only 
from single gatherings, together with subspecies 
flanaganii and segregata, make a conglomerate with 
differing corollas and outer coronas, but which are 
held together mainly by a similarity of the well- 
developed inner corona-lobes.

R. A. D y e r

A NEW SPECIES OF STAPELIA

Stapelia remota R. A. Dyer, sp. nov. ab S. 
revoluta Masson habitu erecto, floribus minoribus, 
corollae tubo papilloso, corollae lobis pilis longis 
subclavatis fixis ciliatis, coronae lobis interioribus 
haud clavatis differt.

Planta succulenta, erecta, remosa, usque 150 mm 
alta; rami 4-angulati, 10-15 mm lati, glabri vel minu- 
tissime puberuli. Pedicelli ± 1 0  mm longi. Sepala 
lanceolata, 4 mm longa. Corolla ±18 mm diam., 
tubo ± 5  mm profundo rubiginoso-papilloso, lobis 
reflexis, triangularibus, planis, glabris, margine pilis 
longis subclavatis, fixis ciliato. Corona: lobi exteriores 
radiati, 3-4 mm longi canaliculati, minute 3-dentati; 
lobi interiores 2-lobati, segmento dorsali 4 mm longo, 
interiore incumbenti superne reflexo.

T y pe .— S.W. Africa, 1713 (Posto Velho): Baynes 
Mt overlooking Kunene River Valley, P. Steenkamp 
in PRE 57257.

Succulent plant, branched from the base, erect, 
100-150 mm tall; branches rooting in contact with 
soil, 4-angled, nearly square in cross-section, 10-15 
mm broad, very minutely puberulous, appearing 
glabrous, minutely toothed along the angles with 
rudimentary leaves. Flowers in shortly pedunculate 
cymes from slightly below middle and on side of angle, 
developing in succession; pedicel ± 1 0  mm long. 
Sepals lanceolate, 4 mm long. Corolla about 18,0 mm 
diam. when lobes reflexed, button-like, maroon, 
tubular at base; tube ± 5  mm deep, more or less con­
taining the corona, maroon-papillate and slightly 
channelled opposite to the inner corona-lobes, be­
coming disciform, glabrous, smooth, with scattered 
pustule-like swellings on upper portion; lobes trian­
gular to broadly triangular, 7-8 mm long, strongly 
reflexed to the pedicel, smooth, glabrous except for 
long, subclavate, fixed hairs on the margin nearly to 
apex. Corona producing 5 spreading, canaliculate
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Fig. 5.—Stapelia remota, photo of holo type in PRE, X 
Photo: A. Romanowski.

outer lobes 3-4 mm long, obtuse, minutely 3-toothed 
at apex; inner corona-lobes 2-segmented, dorsal wing 
narrow, ± 4  mm long, inner segment hornlike, 5 mm 
long, incumbent over staminal column and reflexing 
to the tip of the dorsal wing. Pollinia subpyriform, 
compressed, ±1 mm long, with amber inner margin |  
of their length; caudicles short; carrier with slender 
wings 0,5 mm long, subtending the pollinia. Fig. 5.

Known only from a single collection.
S.W.A.—1712 (Posto Velho): Kaokoveld, Baynes Mt, over­

looking Kunene River Valley, Steenkamp in PRE 57257.

A single young plant was received at the National 
Herbarium, Pretoria in a collection of succulent plants 
sent by staff members who were assisted by military 
personnel to visit this remote border area in 1976. 
Normally one would not describe from a single plant, 
but the chances of re-collection in present circum­
stances are negligible and the species characters are 
clear-cut. The seedling responded well in cultivation 
and came into flower in May 1977 when it was photo­
graphed by Adela Romanowski. It was noticed from 
the beginning by Dave Hardy that it differed from 
related species in being tufted and erect rather than 
spreading and partly subterranean as is the case of 
its allies, S. revoluta Masson and S. englerana Schltr. 
It does, however, root readily where a branch comes 
into contact with soil.

3.
R. A . D yer

CLUSIACEAE

OMISSION OF HYPERICUM OLIGANDRUM FROM THE FLORA OF SOUTHERN AFRICA

In the revision of Hypericum by the author and 
N. K. B. Robson in Flora of Southern Africa 22:
14-20 (1976), a species up to that time only once 
recorded from South West Africa, H. oligandrum 
Milne-Redh. (originally described from the Lunga 
River near Mwinilunga in Zambia) was unfortunately 
omitted. Merxmuller & Giess 1975 from “ the banks 
and islands of the Okavango, Andara” was cited in

Prodr. FI. S.W. Afr. 44: 1 (1968), but a duplicate 
specimen only reached the National Herbarium (PRE) 
in 1977. Recently a second specimen, Giess 15230, 
was collected in May 1978 on the farm Otjihaenama- 
parero near Otjiwarango. This omission is regretted 
and thanks are due to Professor H. Merxmuller for 
drawing it to the author’s attention.

D. J. B. K illic k

CRASSULACEAE 

THREE NEW TAXA AND A NEW COMBINATION

Adromischus diabolicus Toelken, sp. nov. (sect. 
Brevipedunculati) a speciebus aliis foliis dorsiventra- 
liter complanatis, inflorescentia brevi, 1,2(3) floribus 
parvis differt.

Herbae perennes base ramosissima carnosa ramis
4-8 mm in diametro et rare longioribus 10 mm, vel 
usque ad 80 mm longis eramosis et 3-4 mm in dia- 
metro umbra. Folia obovata vel orbicularia, rare 
elliptica (6-) 8-12 (-14) mm longa, 6-9 (-11) mm lata, 
apicibus rotundis, leviter convexa super et subtus, 
viridia vel griseo-fusca saepe rubrotincta ad apices. 
Inflorescentia cyma speciformis 1.2 (3) floribus; 
pedunculus 30-60 mm longus, glabrus. Calyx viridis 
vel porphyreus; lobi anguste triangulares, 2-3 mm 
l°ngi, glabri praeter trichomates aliquot intra. Corolla 
15-16,5 mm longa; tubus infundibuliformis 12,5-14 
nun longus, glabrus extus, trichomatibus clavatis 
intra praesertim in fauce; lobi triangulari-ovati, 
acutiores, patentes vel recurvi, albi praeter costas 
medias atromalvaceas extus. Stamina inaequalia,
12,5-13 mm vel 14-15 mm longi, filamentis glabris, 
antheris stamium longiorum 2-2 ,2  mm longis et 
breviorum c. 1,5 mm longis. Squamae oblongae 
1,8-2,1 x  0,7-1 mm, profunde emarginatae, vix

succulentae, albae. Carpella overiis gracilibus gradatim 
constrictis ad stylos erectos stigmatibus terminalibus; 
ovarium 20-26 ovulis.

T ype .—Cape, near Blesberg Mine, Drijfhout 1942 
(PRE, holo.!; STE!).

Perennial with much-branched carnose base with 
individual branches 4-8 mm in diameter and rarely 
longer than 10 mm, or up to 80 mm long, unbranched 
and 3-4 mm in diameter in deep shade. Leaves obovate 
to orbicular, rarely elliptic (6-) 8-12 (-14) mm long, 
6-9 (-11) mm broad, with rounded apex, slightly 
convex above and below, green to greyish-brown, 
often tinged red towards the apex. Inflorescence a 
spike-like cyme with 1,2 (3) flowers; peduncle 30-60 
mm long glabrous. Calyx green to reddish-brown; 
lobes narrowly triangular, 2-3 mm long, glabrous 
except for a few trichomes on the inside. Corolla
15-16,5 mm long; tube funnel-shaped, 12,5-14 mm 
long, glabrous outside and with club-shaped trichomes 
inside, particularly in the throat; lobes triangular- 
ovate, sharply acute, spreading or recurved, white 
except for deep mauve line on outside along the 
middle of each petal. Stamens in 2 unequally long 
whorls, 12,5-13 or 14-15 mm long with glabrous


