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filaments; anthers of longer stamens 2-2,1 mm long 
and anthers of shorter ones c. 1,5 mm long. Squamae 
oblong, 1 ,8-2,1 x 0 ,7 - l  mm, deeply emarginate, 
scarcely fleshy, white. Carpels with slender ovaries 
gradually constricted into erect styles with terminal 
stigmas; ovary with 20-26 ovules, up to three times 
longer than broad.

Growing in shaded crevices on rock faces, usually 
on south-facing aspects; recorded only from near 
Aggenys and Vioolsdrif.

Plants without flowers may easily be mistaken for 
depauperate specimens of A. montium-klinghardtii. 
The flowers, and especially the short inflorescence, 
are similar to that of A. nanus which is, however, 
distinguished by its thick leaves.

Crassula alba var. pallida Toelken, var. nov.

Calyx 1-2 mm longus, plerumque dentibus mar- 
ginalibus in lobis. Corolla 2-3 (-4) mm longa, lobis 
patentibus, leviter recurvis et plerumque papillosis, 
eburnea vel pallide flava.

T y pe .—Swaziland, near Forbes Reef, Tolken 5694 
(PRE, holo.!).

Calyx 1-2 mm long, usually with marginal teeth on 
lobes. Corolla 2-3 (-4) mm long, with lobes spreading 
or slightly recurved, usually papillose, cream to pale 
yellow.

Usually growing on shallow soil on ledges above 
rock faces; rare in mountains NE of Mbabane, but 
also recorded from Mount Sheba near Pilgrim’s Rest.

This variety was previously included as a form of 
var. parvisepala but, when investigated in situ, it was 
found that, although it is not completely ecologically 
separated from that variety, the two taxa are always 
distinct. Only one plant of a putative hybrid of C. 
alba var. alba X var. pallida (Tolken 5697) was found.

Crassula subacaulis Schonl. & Bak. f .
Plants of this species are extremely variable and 

unfortunately the only specimen of the type collection 
seen does not include the basal stem. Additional 
material and investigations of plants at the type 
locality revealed that this species is a tufted form 
which Tolken (1977) included under C. erosula. Plants 
grown in a glass house never changed their tufted 
habit except when they were grown in deep shade 
and developed somewhat elongated internodes; the 
intermediates reported earlier may be explained in 
the light of this observation. The leaves of both 
subspecies may vary from glabrous to velvety.

The two subspecies grow in slightly different habi
tats, but were never found at the same locality.

subsp. subacaulis.
C. subacaulis Schonl. & Bak. f. in J. Bot., Lond. 36: 370 

(1898). Type: Cape, Steinkopf, Schlechter 11498 (GRA, holo.!).

Plants forming dense tufts 0 ,15-0 ,3  m across; 
branches repeatedly branching and with internodes 
not elongating.

Growing on lower gravelly slopes together with 
other acaulescent plants; occurring east of the coastal 
mountains from Lekkersing to north of Steinkopf.

subsp. erosula (N.E. Br.) Toelken, stat. nov.
C. erosula N.E. Br. in Kew Bull. 1913: 300 (1913); Schonl. in 

Trans. Roy. Soc. S. Afr. 17: 278 (1929); Tolken in Contr. 
Bolus Herb. 8: 545 (1977). Type: Cape, Doornpoort Ravine, 
Pearson 6153 (K, holo.!).

Plants with several erect branches up to 0 ,3  m 
high; branches sparsely branched and mainly from 
the base, with internodes (3-) 4-20 (-30) mm long.

Growing on gravelly slopes, but usually in associa
tion with other shrubs; occurring mainly along the 
coastal mountains from south-western South West 
Africa to near Pakhuis Pass near Clanwilliam.

C. vaginata Eckl. & Zeyh.
Several of the forms previously discussed by Tolken 

(1977) were recently reinvestigated in the field. It was 
found that the white-flowered plants in some localities 
can be distinguished by their lanceolate leaves, but in 
the northern Drakensberg even this characteristic can 
no longer be used to identify the two forms.

Subsp. minuta, which was previously thought to 
represent a hybrid between C. vaginata and C. alba 
var. parvisepala (Tolken, 1977), proved to be a well 
distinguished taxon. It is not only much smaller, but 
also adapted to its specific habitat on granite rocks.

subsp. vaginata.
C. vaginata Eckl. & Zeyh., Enum. 298 (1837). Type: Cape, 

Katrivierberg near Phillipstown, Ecklon & Zeyher 1903 (S!).

Plants with 1(2) erect inflorescences. Leaves with 
lamina (4-) 6-20 (-35) mm broad; sheath 8-20 mm 
long on erect stem.

Widespread in temperate grassland from the eastern 
Cape through Natal to northern Transvaal, but also 
extending into many parts of tropical Africa and 
Arabia.

subsp. minuta Toelken, subsp. nov.

Plantae (1) 2-5 (-8) inflorescentiis erectis vel decum- 
bentibus. Folia laminis 2-3 mm latis; vagina usque 
ad 5 mm longa.

T y pe .—Swaziland, Mbabane, Tolken 5696 (PRE, 
holo .!).

Plants with (1) 2-5 (-8) erect or decumbent in
florescences. Leaves with lamina 2-3 mm broad; 
sheath up to 5 mm long.

Growing on shallow soil on large granite rocks; 
locally common north of Mbabane.

H. R. T olken

CYPERACEAE 

A NOTE ON MARISCUS SUMATRENSIS

For many years a species of Mariscus Vahl, which 
is widely distributed throughout Africa and Asia, 
has been known either as Cyperus cyperoides (L.) 
Kuntze (1898) based on Scirpus cyperoides L. (1771), 
or as Mariscus sieberanus Nees ex C.B. Cl. (1893). 
The combination M. cyperoides (L.) Urb. (1900) can
not be used, since it is a later homonym of M. cype
roides (Roxb.) A. Dietr. (1833), currently known as 
Courtoisia cyperoides (Roxb.) Nees. Several authors,

including Gordon-Gray in Ross, Fl. Natal 106 (1972) 
have expressed doubt that M. sieberanus is the oldest 
name available in Mariscus for such a widespread and 
common species.

In 1975 J. Raynal, in a report on plants collected 
by a Paris Museum expedition to New Caledonia 
published in Adansonia s6r. 2, 15: 110, revealed that 
the name Kyllinga sumatrensis Retz., Obs. 4: 13 
(1786) applies to the present species, and accordingly
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he made the new combination Mariscus sumatrensis 
(Retz.) J. Raynal. Possibly because of the obscure 
context in which the combination was published, it 
appears to have escaped the notice of most botanists, 
including Koyama who independently came to the 
same conclusion as Raynal and made the combination

M. sumatrensis (Retz.) Koyama in Gard. Bull., Singa
pore 30: 154 (1977).

The correct name and author citation for this 
species is therefore M. sumatrensis (Retz.) J. Raynal
(1975).

P. VORSTER

FABACEAE 

NOTES ON PROSOPIS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

When preparing the brief account of the taxo- 
nomically difficult genus Prosopis for the Flora of 
Southern Africa, 16,1: 6 (1975), little southern 
African material was available for study and Burkart’s 
long-awaited monograph of the genus had not been 
published. Burkart died early in 1975 shortly after 
completing his monograph and the work was pub
lished posthumously in J. Arn. Arb. 57,3: 219-249 
(1976) and in J. Arn. Arb. 57,4: 450-525 (1976). 
Interest in the genus in South Africa has increased 
significantly during the last two years owing to the 
rising concern about the widespread infestations and 
encroachment of Prosopis species in disturbed areas.

A study of Burkart’s monograph revealed that P. 
chilensis (Mol.) Stuntz var. catamarcana Burkart had 
been recorded from South West Africa, a species 
which I had not included in my account in the Flora 
of Southern Africa. The record from South West 
Africa was based on three “cultivated and sub- 
spontaneous” specimens collected by “ Forest Re
search Officer, Pretoria” , numbers 8, 9 and 19 and 
housed in the Instituto Botanico Darwinion, San 
Isidro, Prov. Buenos Aires, Argentina (SI). In response 
to a request to the Director, Instituto Botanico 
Darwinion, for the loan of the holotype of P. chilensis 
var. catamarcana, I received, as a donation, two rather 
fragmentary duplicates of two of the specimens from 
South West Africa cited in J. Arn. Arb. I.e.: 497, 
namely, Forest Research Officer 8 and 9. Each speci
men consists of leaf fragments and a few fragmentary 
pod valves. The label on number 9 indicates that it 
was collected in January 1949. Although the locality 
given by Burkart is South West Africa, this is not 
confirmed by the information on the label of either 
specimen so it would appear that there is some doubt 
concerning the precise locality of collection.

The pods of P. chilensis var. catamarcana are dis
tinctly curved or subcircular to annular and are 
1,3-2 cm wide, in contrast to those of P. glandulosa 
Torrey var. torreyana (Benson) Johnston which are 
straight or only slightly curved and 0 ,7 -1 ,1  cm wide. 
On the basis of the pods, the two specimens of P.

chilensis var. catamarcana received from Instituto 
Botanico Darwinion are readily distinguished from 
fruiting specimens of P. glandulosa var. torreyana 
from southern Africa, but vegetatively the two species 
are difficult to distinguish. Both P. chilensis and P. 
glandulosa are polymorphic and exhibit a considerable 
degree of variation, particularly in vegetative charac
ters. None of the other fruiting specimens of Prosopis 
from southern Africa that I have seen, including the 
large number of recent collections by G. B. Harding 
and L. Smook, has pods which match those of P. 
chilensis var. catamarcana. However, as P. chilensis 
var. catamarcana and P. glandulosa var. torreyana are 
difficult to distinguish vegetatively with any degree 
of confidence, it is quite possible that P. chilensis var. 
catamarcana is more widespread in southern Africa 
than is suggested by the three specimens cited by 
Burkart. Additional collections of fruiting specimens 
of Prosopis species from southern Africa are required 
in order to establish more accurately the distributional 
range of P. chilensis var. catamarcana and of the other 
species.

P. pubescens Benth. appears to be confined to the 
northern Cape Province, the largest concentrations of 
plants apparently occurring in the vicinity of Van 
Wyk’s Vlei. P. glandulosa var. torreyana is not restric
ted to South West Africa and the Transvaal as sug
gested by the account of the species in the Flora of 
Southern Africa I.e.: 7, but also occurs in the Cape 
Province. Burkart’s monograph suggests that the 
name P. velutina Wooten was misapplied in the Flora 
of Southern Africa I .e .: 7 and consequently the 
identity of the plants cited as P. velutina is uncertain 
and needs clarification. The material currently being 
referred to P. velutina is rather heterogeneous and the 
possibility exists that there is more than one taxon 
involved. It is essential that the correct taxonomic 
status of these specimens is resolved, particularly 
in view of the economic significance of the Prosopis 
spp. in southern Africa.

J. H. Ross

FLACOURTIACEAE 

NOTES ON FLACOURTIACEAE

Dovyalis rotundifolia (Thunb.) Harv.

In the Flora of Southern Africa 22: 86 (1976) and 
in Bot. Jb. 92: 82 (1972) Langenegger and Sleumer 
respectively cite Thunberg and Harvey as the com
bining authors of Dovyalis rotundifolia. The situation 
is that in FI. Cap. 1: 70 (1860) Harvey attributes the 
combination to Thunberg and himself and subsequent 
workers on Dovyalis have followed suit obviously 
accepting that Harvey did this out of courtesy to 
Thunberg, who was author of the basionym, Celastrus 
rotundifolius (1794) and collected the type specimen. 
However, Dovyalis was described in 1841, 13 years 
after Thunberg’s death, which rules out any possibility

that Thunberg played a part in making the combina
tion. In view of this, it seems reasonable to attribute 
the combination solely to Harvey. The following is 
therefore the correct citation to use: Dovyalis rotundi
folia (Thunb.) Harv.

D. rhamnoides (Burch, ex DC.) Harv.

A rather similar situation exists with D. rhamnoides. 
Langenegger and Sleumer I.e. 86 and 80 respectively, 
attribute the combination to Burchell and Harvey, 
again following Harvey in F .C .l: 69 (1860). Harvey 
was presumably motivated by courtesy to Burchell, 
who was responsible for the MS name Flacourtia


