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he made the new combination Mariscus sumatrensis 
(Retz.) J. Raynal. Possibly because of the obscure 
context in which the combination was published, it 
appears to have escaped the notice of most botanists, 
including Koyama who independently came to the 
same conclusion as Raynal and made the combination

M. sumatrensis (Retz.) Koyama in Gard. Bull., Singa
pore 30: 154 (1977).

The correct name and author citation for this 
species is therefore M. sumatrensis (Retz.) J. Raynal
(1975).

P. VORSTER

FABACEAE 

NOTES ON PROSOPIS IN SOUTHERN AFRICA

When preparing the brief account of the taxo- 
nomically difficult genus Prosopis for the Flora of 
Southern Africa, 16,1: 6 (1975), little southern 
African material was available for study and Burkart’s 
long-awaited monograph of the genus had not been 
published. Burkart died early in 1975 shortly after 
completing his monograph and the work was pub
lished posthumously in J. Arn. Arb. 57,3: 219-249 
(1976) and in J. Arn. Arb. 57,4: 450-525 (1976). 
Interest in the genus in South Africa has increased 
significantly during the last two years owing to the 
rising concern about the widespread infestations and 
encroachment of Prosopis species in disturbed areas.

A study of Burkart’s monograph revealed that P. 
chilensis (Mol.) Stuntz var. catamarcana Burkart had 
been recorded from South West Africa, a species 
which I had not included in my account in the Flora 
of Southern Africa. The record from South West 
Africa was based on three “cultivated and sub- 
spontaneous” specimens collected by “ Forest Re
search Officer, Pretoria” , numbers 8, 9 and 19 and 
housed in the Instituto Botanico Darwinion, San 
Isidro, Prov. Buenos Aires, Argentina (SI). In response 
to a request to the Director, Instituto Botanico 
Darwinion, for the loan of the holotype of P. chilensis 
var. catamarcana, I received, as a donation, two rather 
fragmentary duplicates of two of the specimens from 
South West Africa cited in J. Arn. Arb. I.e.: 497, 
namely, Forest Research Officer 8 and 9. Each speci
men consists of leaf fragments and a few fragmentary 
pod valves. The label on number 9 indicates that it 
was collected in January 1949. Although the locality 
given by Burkart is South West Africa, this is not 
confirmed by the information on the label of either 
specimen so it would appear that there is some doubt 
concerning the precise locality of collection.

The pods of P. chilensis var. catamarcana are dis
tinctly curved or subcircular to annular and are 
1,3-2 cm wide, in contrast to those of P. glandulosa 
Torrey var. torreyana (Benson) Johnston which are 
straight or only slightly curved and 0 ,7 -1 ,1  cm wide. 
On the basis of the pods, the two specimens of P.

chilensis var. catamarcana received from Instituto 
Botanico Darwinion are readily distinguished from 
fruiting specimens of P. glandulosa var. torreyana 
from southern Africa, but vegetatively the two species 
are difficult to distinguish. Both P. chilensis and P. 
glandulosa are polymorphic and exhibit a considerable 
degree of variation, particularly in vegetative charac
ters. None of the other fruiting specimens of Prosopis 
from southern Africa that I have seen, including the 
large number of recent collections by G. B. Harding 
and L. Smook, has pods which match those of P. 
chilensis var. catamarcana. However, as P. chilensis 
var. catamarcana and P. glandulosa var. torreyana are 
difficult to distinguish vegetatively with any degree 
of confidence, it is quite possible that P. chilensis var. 
catamarcana is more widespread in southern Africa 
than is suggested by the three specimens cited by 
Burkart. Additional collections of fruiting specimens 
of Prosopis species from southern Africa are required 
in order to establish more accurately the distributional 
range of P. chilensis var. catamarcana and of the other 
species.

P. pubescens Benth. appears to be confined to the 
northern Cape Province, the largest concentrations of 
plants apparently occurring in the vicinity of Van 
Wyk’s Vlei. P. glandulosa var. torreyana is not restric
ted to South West Africa and the Transvaal as sug
gested by the account of the species in the Flora of 
Southern Africa I.e.: 7, but also occurs in the Cape 
Province. Burkart’s monograph suggests that the 
name P. velutina Wooten was misapplied in the Flora 
of Southern Africa I .e .: 7 and consequently the 
identity of the plants cited as P. velutina is uncertain 
and needs clarification. The material currently being 
referred to P. velutina is rather heterogeneous and the 
possibility exists that there is more than one taxon 
involved. It is essential that the correct taxonomic 
status of these specimens is resolved, particularly 
in view of the economic significance of the Prosopis 
spp. in southern Africa.

J. H. Ross

FLACOURTIACEAE 

NOTES ON FLACOURTIACEAE

Dovyalis rotundifolia (Thunb.) Harv.

In the Flora of Southern Africa 22: 86 (1976) and 
in Bot. Jb. 92: 82 (1972) Langenegger and Sleumer 
respectively cite Thunberg and Harvey as the com
bining authors of Dovyalis rotundifolia. The situation 
is that in FI. Cap. 1: 70 (1860) Harvey attributes the 
combination to Thunberg and himself and subsequent 
workers on Dovyalis have followed suit obviously 
accepting that Harvey did this out of courtesy to 
Thunberg, who was author of the basionym, Celastrus 
rotundifolius (1794) and collected the type specimen. 
However, Dovyalis was described in 1841, 13 years 
after Thunberg’s death, which rules out any possibility

that Thunberg played a part in making the combina
tion. In view of this, it seems reasonable to attribute 
the combination solely to Harvey. The following is 
therefore the correct citation to use: Dovyalis rotundi
folia (Thunb.) Harv.

D. rhamnoides (Burch, ex DC.) Harv.

A rather similar situation exists with D. rhamnoides. 
Langenegger and Sleumer I.e. 86 and 80 respectively, 
attribute the combination to Burchell and Harvey, 
again following Harvey in F .C .l: 69 (1860). Harvey 
was presumably motivated by courtesy to Burchell, 
who was responsible for the MS name Flacourtia
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rhamnoides and for collecting the type specimen. 
Burchell (1781-1863) and Harvey (1811-1866) were 
contemporaneous, but D. rhamnoides was published 
in 1860, three years before Burchell’s death and at 
a time when at the age of 79 he had largely withdrawn 
from science. As with D. rotundifolia, it seems logical 
to attribute D. rhamnoides solely to Harvey. The full 
citation is therefore Dovyalis rhamnoides (Burch, ex 
DC.) Harv. The author is indebted to Messrs R. D. 
Meikle & T. H. Arnold (South African Liaison Officer) 
of Kew Herbarium, for comments on these two cases.

Kiggelaria africana L.

In the present author’s treatment of Kiggelaria 
africana L. in Flora of Southern Africa 22: 60-63
(1976), a specimen Strey 540 was cited from Rehoboth,

South West Africa. Because of the wide geographical 
range of this species in Africa and because of its con
siderable ecological versatility, the author never 
queried this record. Subsequently Professor H. Merx
muller of Miinchen, who’s knowledge of the flora of 
South West Africa is profound, queried whether 
Kiggelaria africana occurred in that territory. The 
author then wrote to Mr R. G. Strey and ascertained 
that the specimen had in fact been collected at 
Jonkershoek near Stellenbosch in the south-western 
Cape and not in South West Africa. In other words, 
the wrong label was attached to the specimen in the 
National Herbarium, Pretoria. The author is indebted 
to Professor Merxmuller for raising the query.

D. J. B. K il l ic k

IRIDACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF GLADIOLUS FROM THE TRANSVAAL

Gladiolus dolomiticus Oberm., sp. nov., G. micro
car po Lewis affinis, perianthio zygomorphio infundi- 
buliformo tubo breviore differt.

Planta c. 1 m alta erecta. Cormus depresso-globosus 
fibrosus. Folia 4-6 longe vaginantia lineari-acuminata 
c. 500 mm longa 10-15 mm lata pubescentia nervis 
prominentibus sulfureis. Spica 5—10 flora, ad 300 mm 
longa secunda erecta; bracteae ovatae c. 20 mm longae 
apiculatae membranaceae. Perianthium late infundi- 
buliforme 40-60 mm longum pallide roseum; tubus
c. 20 mm longis sensim dilatatus; lobi ovati inferiore 
aliquantum minori. Capsula oblongo-ellipsoidea 
20-40 mm longa; semina c. 7 mm longa late alata.

T y pe .—Transvaal, 2429 (Zebediela): Makapansgat 
between Research Station and top of mountain (AA), 
Enslin sub PRE 56899 (PRE, holo.).

Plants up to 1 m tall, erect. Leaves 4-6, linear- 
acuminate, c. 300 mm long, 15-20 mm broad, sheath
ing the peduncle, laxly pubescent all over with spread
ing hairs, nerves yellow, prominent, glabrous. Spike 
secund, c. 10-flowered, often branched at the base; 
rhachis minutely and densely pubescent, elongating 
with age; bracts ovate, acuminate, 20-30 mm long, 
membranous, pale. Flowers c. 40-60 mm long, widely 
funnelshaped, zygomorphic, delicate, pale pink; upper 
lobes erect, broadly ovate, acute, the lower slightly 
smaller, somewhat recurved, with a faint yellow basal 
area and occasionally a short thin red line near the 
apex; tube c. 20 mm long, expanding gradually. 
Capsule oblong-globose, 20-40 mm long; seeds with 
a wide membranous wing, c» 7 mm long. F ig . 6.

This attractive species was first collected by Mr B. 
Maguire in March 1975 while working at the Research 
Station at Makapansgat in the Potgietersrus district. 
Clumps of this Gladiolus were found growing amongst 
the dolomitic rock outcrops on the mountain slope 
above the Research Station. Dr P. Enslin, a keen 
Gladiolus enthusiast, later visited the area and col
lected some corms which flowered in his garden in 
Pretoria in March 1978. This enabled us to prepare 
the accompanying photo. It is closely related to G. 
microcarpus Lewis from the Drakensberg in Natal, 
a species growing at high altitudes, nestling among 
rocky crevices and usually pendulous. This Transvaal 
species grows upright on dolomite slopes at a much 
lower altitude in the warm Bushveld complex. What 
is remarkable is the close resemblance between these 
two species vegetatively while growing so far apart 
and under such different conditions. There is, however,

F ig . 6 —Gladiolus dolomiticus. Leg. Enslin sub . PRE 56899, x 
0 ,2 5 .

a difference in the perianth. Whereas the Natal species 
has a more or less actinomorphic hypocrateriform 
perianth with a long narrow cylindrical tube, the 
Transvaal species exhibits the zygomorphic perianth 
so typical of Gladiolus, i.e. with the upper lobes larger, 
more or less erect to hooded and with the lower lobes 
smaller and somewhat recurved. The tube too, is 
shorter and funnelform. Possibly the Natal species 
may be regarded as more primitive.

A. A. O bermeyer


