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L E G U M IN O S A E
T Y P IF IC A T IO N  O F  SC  HOT!A CAPITATA

Bolle, in Peters Reise M ossam b. Bot. I :  18 
(1861), based his description o f  Scholia capita ta  on 
a flowering specimen collected by Peters a t Inham - 
bane in M ozam bique. U n fo rtuna te ly  the ho lo type  
in the Berlin H erbarium  was destroyed  d u rin g  the 
war, and all efforts to trace an  isotype have p roved  
unsuccessful. In the British M useum  (N a tu ra l H isto ry ) 
there is, however, a sketch p repared  in 1926 o f  a 
portion of the holotype in the Berlin H erb ariu m . 
The sketch consists o f one leaflet ( 2 , 6 x 1 , 6  cm ), 
one flower bud, and  carries the co m m en t “ m ateria l 
very poor” . U nfortunate ly  th is sketch  does no t 
enable S. capitata to  be positively identified.

As mentioned by C odd  in B o thalia  6 (3): 522
(1956), in establishing the identity  o f  S. cap ita ta , 
circumstantial evidence had , to  som e ex ten t, to  be

relied upon. O nly tw o Schotia species are know n 
from  M ozam bique, nam ely, S. hrachypetala Sond. 
and  the species in terpreted  as S. capitata. Collections 
from the type locality have failed to  reveal a th ird  
species. Bolle provided a detailed floral descrip tion  
o f  S. capitata  and  fo rtunate ly  the reference to  five 
petals elim inates S. hrachypetala from  conten tion . 
A lthough the app lica tion  o f  the nam e S. capitata  
is no longer in dou b t, in the absence o f  any type 
m aterial it seems desirable to  select a neotype. I now 
select the flowering specim en Balsinhas 204 in the 
Kew H erbarium  from  M ozam bique, Lourengo 
M arques Prov., G o b a , proxim idades do rio M aivavo, 
as the neotype o f  5 . capitata.

J. H . Ross

P O A C E A E

A NOTE O N A POSSIBLE B IG E N E R IC  H Y B R ID  BETW EEN DIG IT  A RIA A N D  ANTHEPHORA
In 1932 Goossens described Anthephora aequiglumis, 

distinguishing it from  the closely-related  Anthephora 
pubescens Nees by the d istinc tly -e longated  b ranches 
of the rhachis (at least in the low er p a rt) , w hich are 
about 7 mm long, and  the subequal g lum es w hich 
are shorter than the lem m as which do  no t form  a 
false involucre. Later in th a t sam e year. S ten t (1932) 
recombined the species in to  a new genus, Tarigidia , 
which she described in o rd e r to  acco m m o d a te  th is  
plant. She m aintained th a t . . the s tru c tu re  o f  the 
spikelet is very sim ilar to  th a t o f  D igitaria , bu t the 
elongated lower glum e and  the type o f  inflorescence 
place Tarigidia beyond the lim its o f  th a t genus” . 
More recently, Launert (1957) described th is grass as 
Digitaria otaviensis, com pletely overlook ing  Tarigidia 
aequiglumis. Subsequently in 1970 he sank  his species 
under T. aequiglumis.

On exam ination o f the type o f  T. aequiglumis and  
all available m aterial, it becam e ev ident th a t th is 
grass shares characters o f  Anthephora and  D igitaria . 
representing a possible bigeneric hybrid  betw een 
these two genera, the pu tative paren ts  in th is case 
being Anthephora pubescens and  one o f  the  species o f 
Digitaria sect. Erianthae.

Tarigidia resembles Anthephora in having the sam e 
type of spicate inflorescence, sp ikelets in clusters, the 
production o f the lower glum es, w hich are  a lm ost as 
long as the lower lem m as, an d  by the occasional 
fusion of the lower glum es. R esem blance to  D igitaria  
is evident in the nervation o f  the low er lem m a, and 
the characteristic flattened upper lem m a w ith b ro ad , 
thin margins. O ne specim en in p a rticu la r, Dinter 
5589 (collected at O tavi in Sou th -W est A frica), has 
the branches o f the panicle p roduced  on the low er 
half with the lower glum es o f  m any o f  the spikelets 
reduced as in Digitaria. H ere the sim ilarity  to  th a t 
genus is closer than  it is to  Anthephora.

It is generally accepted tod ay  th a t Anthephora 
belongs to the tribe Paniceae, (c.f. C h ip p inda ll 1955; 
Simon 1971 and C layton 1972) how ever, T a to ek a  
(1957) and Brown & Sm ith (1972) follow  Pilger 
(1954) in keeping Anthephora in a  sep ara te  tribe, 
Anthephorae.

Up to now T. aequiglumis has only  in frequently  
been collected within the region o f  overlap  o f  Digitaria  
sect. Erianthae and Anthephora pubescens (F ig. 6). 
From the num ber o f collections o f  T. aequiglumis 
and from its disjunct d is trib u tio n , it is evident that 
hybridization, under natu ra l cond itio n s, if  occurring , 
is a rare phenom enon.

F ig .— 6.— Distribution o f  Tarigidia aequiglumis within the 
region o f  overlap o f  Digitaria sect. Erianthae and Anthe
phora pubescens.

A ttem pts to  hybridize Anthephora pubescens and  
one o f  the species o f Digitaria sect. Erianthae artifi
cially should be undertaken  to  show  th a t the progeny 
resem ble m aterial o f  the presently know n Tarigidia 
aequiglumis.

M aterial exam ined
S.W .A .— 1917 (Tsumeb): Otavi (-C B ), Dinter 5589. This 

specimen was designated as the type o f  Digitaria otaviensis 
by Launert (1957).

O .F .S .— 2726 (Odcndaalsrus): H oopstad district, Odendaals- 
rus, on an empty plot (-D C ), Schultz s.n. sub. PRE 8344 (PRE, 
holo.); 2727 (K roonstad); G roenebloem e Station (-C A ), 
Potts 2674 (PRE, para.).

C a p e .— 2624 (Vryburg): 3 5 ,2  km N.W . o f  Vryburg on G enesa  
Road (-D C ), Acocks 12692.

REFER EN C ES

B r o w n , W. V. & S m i t h , B . N ., 1972. Grass evolution, the 
Kranz syndrom e ,*C/'*C ratios and continental drift. 
Nature 239: 345-346.

C h i p p i n d a l l , L. K. A ., 1955. Paniceae in Meredith et al. 
The grasses and pastures o f  South Africa. 317-453. 
Johannesburg: C .N .A .

Ci a y to n , W. D ., 1972. Gramineae in Ft. W. Trop. Afr. 3 , 2 :  
354-356.

G o o ssf .n s , A. P., 1932. The genus Anthephora Schreb. Trans. R. 
Soc. S. Afr. 20: 189-200.

L a u n e r t , E . ,  1957. Neue arten und erstfunde aus Sudwest- 
afrika. Mitt. Bot. Miinchen 2: 307.


