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In ISM De Candolle  described Ochna atropurpurea 
basing it on a description and plate in Plukenet 's  
Almagestum (1694 96). He derived his epithet from 
the words ••floribus pentapetalis,  a t ro -purpure is" .  In 
the Almagestum it is sta ted that A lexander Brown 
collected the plant (now in the Sloane Herbar ium , 
BM) at the Cape of  G o o d  Hope, hut this seems 
unlikely since it does not match any o f  the species 
known from South  Africa. According to Robson in 
Taxon I I :  4l) (l')(>2), Brown may have visited 
M ozambique while collecting in the C o m o ro  Islands. 
This view is supported ,  as the Brown specimen agrees 
very closely with the type o f  a M ozam bique  species, 
Ochna mossambicensis k lo t / s c h ,  Peters s.n.

Later, in his P rod rom us  I : 736 (1 S24), l)e Candolle  
cites both  Plukenet, t. 263, lig. 1 and 2. and Burchell 
4126 under (). atropurpurea DC. Subsequently  all the 
South African materia l co rrespond ing  to the Burchell 
specimen has been referred to Ochna atropurpurca 
DC. The Burchell specimen from the eastern Cape, 
however, does not match the Plukenet figure nor the 
Brown specimen, but agrees very closely with the type 
of Ochna serrulafa (Hochst .)  Walp. All the South  
African materia l previously known as Ochna atro­
purpurea DC . should therefore be referred to O. 
serru/ata (Hochst.)  Walp.

The nomenclatural consequences are summarized 
be low :

Ochna atropurpurea DC. in Ann. Mus. Paris 17: 
412 (181 1). Type: The illustration in Plukenet, Aim. 
41, t. 263, fig. I and 2 (1694/96), based on material 
collected by Alexander Brown (Sloane Herbarium, 
BM, typotype).

O. jabotapita var. //L., Sp. PI. 513 (1753). O. 
squarrosa var. ft 1.., Sp. PI. ed. 2: 732 (1762). O. mossa- 
bicensis Klotzsch in Peters, Reise Mossamb. Bot.
I : SS, t. 16 (1861); Robson in Taxon 11 : 49 (1962); 
El. Zamb. 2, 1 : 233 (1963). Type: Mozambique: Sena, 
Peters ( B, h o lo t ;  K; PRE. photo).

Eor full synonymy, See Robson, I.e. The species 
occurs in Kenya, Tanzania and northern Mozam- 
biq ue.

Ochna serrulata (Hochst.) Walp.. Rep. 400 
( IS46). Type: Natal, Natal Bay, Krauss 473 (K; PRE, 
photo.).

Diporidium serrulatum Hochst. in Krauss in Flora 
27: 304 (1844). Type: as above.

Ochna atropurpurea sensu auct. plur. as to South 
African material, non DC.

The distribution o f  this species extends from 
Knysna in the eastern Cape, through Natal to the 
north-eastern Transvaal.
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1 he plant described as Ochna atropurpurea DC. 
var. angustifolia Phill. is considered to be vvoithy of 
specific rank. W hen its status is raised, the epithet 
angustifolia cannot  be used because of the existence 
of Oc hna august if oha I ngl. & Gilg published in Bot. 
Jahrb. 32: I 35 (1902). Therefore  a new name, Ochna 
gamostigmata. has been chosen. In view of the 
inadequate diagnosis  provided by Phillips, a full 
description is given here and the change in status is 
formally made.

Ochna gamostigmala Du I o il, stat. et nom. nov. 
Lectotype: Transvaal ,  Barberton. U pper  Moodies. 
(ialpin 963 (PR E, lecto ).

Oilina atropurpurca DC . var. augustifolia Phill. in 
Bothalia I : 95 (1922). non O. angustifolia Engl. & Gilg 
(1902).

Shrubs 0 .5  I m high, deciduous;  bark rough, 
brown, voting stems reddish-brown, lenticcllate. 
leaves  a lternate:  petiolate :  blade linear, lanceolate 
or ovate. 16 25 ( 45) 3 8 (  9 ) mm, acute or  rounded 
at the apex, often m ucrona te ,  rounded  or cuneate  at 
the base, margin inconspicuously denticulate  to co n ­
spicuously serrulate , lateral nerves num erous,  p ro ­
minent above, sm ooth  below, tertiary reticulate 
venation inconspicuous, midrib prominent above, 
chartaceous or subcoriaceous uniformly dark  green, 
petiole I 1.5 111111 long, sometimes slightly swollen at 
the base. I lowers solitary, terminating short axillary 
shoots up to 0.  5 mm long, yellow: pedicel 6 S ( 9) mm 
long, articulated at ihc base. Sepals 5. 4 6 • ~ 3 mm 
urecn. elliptic or ovate in flower; 6 7 4 5 mm dark 
ferruginous, relieved in fruit. Petal' 5 .5  mm.
rhombic or obovate .  with claw 2 mm long, deciduous. 
S ta m e n s  numerous,  irregularly ai ranged in a cense 
whorl, filaments I 1.5 mm long, straight anthers 
yellow. 2 3 111111 long, dehiscing bv apical pores.
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deciduous. Carpels 4-5, free; styles completely 
united; stigma capitate, lobed. Drupelets globose,
3 .5  4 3 ,5 -4  mm, attached at the base.

Recorded from the Natal Drakensberg, Swaziland 
and eastern Transvaal above 1 000 m, on loam or 
clayey soils; warm summers,  rainfall up to 2 000 mm, 
frost in winter; flowering October-January.

T r a n s v a a l . — 2430 (Pilgrim 's Rest): The Downs, Madeira 
( AA), Crundall sub PRE 32976; 17 km E. of  G rask o p  ( DD), 
Codd & De Winter 31!9. 2531 (K om atipoort) :  Shelangubu 
Valley S E of Barberton ( CC). Pole-Evans 4680; Barberton, 
U pper  Moodies ( CC), Galpin 963. 2630 (Bcthal):  Ermelo, 
N ooitgedacht ( CD). Pott 5096. 2730 (Vryheid): W akkerstroom , 
farm Oshock ( AD), Devenish 1264.

Sw a / i i . a m ) .—2531 (K om atipoort) :  Havelock, Mtutusirivcr 
( CC), Compton 29126. 2631 (M babane):  Hlatikulu ( CD), 
(ialpin 9622.

N m a i  . - 2 7 3 0  (Vryheid): Hlobanc, forest margin at top of hill 
( DB), Du Toit 33. 2829 (Harrism ith):  hills north o f  Bergville 
( CM)’ Gillen 1188. 2929 (Undcrbcrg):  Estcourt Research 
Station ( MM). West 817; Estcourt, at top  o f  Griffin's Hill 
( MM). Du Toit 9. 2930 (Pietermaritzburg): 22 km N.W. o f  New 
H anover  ( AM), Codd 1465; Karkloof, Benvie ( AD). Medley- 
Wood 7813; K ark loo f  Falls ( AD), Rycroft 58.

Ochna gamostigmata differs from O. serrulata in 
being much smaller, under I m high, with smaller, 
narrower, acuminate  rarely rounded leaves and 
smaller flowers. O. gamostigmata  has the pedicels 
articulated at the base, the styles completely united 
and the capitatc  stigma lobed, whereas in O. serrulata 
the art iculation is situated I 3 mm above the base, 
the styles free and recurved at the apex for 1-2 mm, 
and the individual stigmas capitate. O. gamostigmata 
is apparently never very abundant,  usually only one 
or two specimens being found at each locality. It 
occurs in a distinct habitat, namely exposed forest 
margins on heavy soils at an altitude of I 000 2 000 m. 
In this it differs from its nearest ally, O. serrulata, 
which is usually found in forests on sandy or loamy 
s o i l s ,  at altitudes below I 000 m.



6\S NOTES ON A F R I C A N  PLANTS

A C H A N G E  IN STATUS 

Ochna arborea Burch, ex DC. var. oconnorii fPhill.) 
Du Toit, stat. nov.

0 . oconnorii Phill. in Bothalia 1: 92 (1922); Robson 
in Fl. Zamb. 2: 230 (1963). Type: Transvaal, W ood­
bush forest, O'Connor sub PRE 1257 (PRE, lecto!).

Examination of a wide range of  material in PRE 
reveals that O. oconnorii is merely a luxuriant meso- 
phytic variety of O. arborea with longer, narrower, 
sharply serrate leaves and well developed flowering

FO R  OCH NA O C O N N O R II

side branches with many-flowered branchlets. The 
type o f  O. arborea was collected in the south-east 
Cape in sclerophyllous coastal vegetation. Its leaves 
are comparatively small and leathery and it is few- 
flowered. This typical variety is found intermingled 
with the more luxuriant variety along its range from 
the Cape to the northern Transvaal and intermediates 
showing characters of  both  taxa are frequently found.

P. C. V. du Toit

R U TA C EA E 
A N O TE  ON VEPRIS LANCEOLATA

For many years now the White Ironwood or 
Witysterhout has been known as Vepris undulata 
(Thunb.) Verdoorn & C. A. Smith. However, Boscia 
undulata Thunb., Prodr. PI. Cap.:  32 (1794), the 
basionym of Vepris undulata (Thunb.) Verdoorn & 
C. A. Smith in J. S. Afr. For. Assoc. 20: 35,50 (1951), 
is a nomen nudum. The name Boscia undulata was only 
validly published by Thunberg in his Fl. Cap. 1: 576 
(1813). The epithet “ undulata” therefore dates from 
1813 and not from 1794.

During the intervening years between 1794 and the 
valid publication of B. undulata in 1813, Toddalia 
lanceolata Lam., Tab. Encycl. Meth. Bot. 2: 117 
(1797), was published. The earliest specific epithet for 
the White Ironwood is therefore “ lanceolata” and the 
species must now revert to the name under which it 
was formerly known, namely, Vepris lanceolata (Lam.)
G. Don.

Vepris lanceolata (Lam.) G. Don, Gen. Syst. 1: 806 
(1831); Harv. in Fl. Cap. 1: 447 (1860); Verdoorn in 
Kew Bull 1926: 395 (1926); Burtt Davy, Fl. Transv.

2: 479 (1932). Syntypes from the Mascarenes, Herb. 
Lamarck (P-LA, IDC microfiche 114/15 and 114/16).

Toddalia lanceolata Lam., Tab. Encycl. Meth. 
Bot. 2: 117 (1797); Sim, For. Fl. Cape Col.: 157, 
t. 22 (1909). Syntypes as above.

Boscia undulata Thunb., [Prodr. PI. Cap.: 32 (1794) 
nomen nudum] Fl. Cap. 1: 576 (1813). Syntypes from 
the Cape of  Good Hope, Herb. Thunberg 3791, 3792 
(UPS).

Scopolia lanceolata (Lam.) Spreng., Syst. Veg. 1: 
779 (1824).

Asphades undulata (Thunb.)  DC., Prodr. 2: 90 
(1825).

Vepris undulata (Thunb.) Verdoorn & C. A. Smith 
in J. S. Afr. For. Assoc. 20: 35,50 (1951); Palmer & 
Pitman, Trees S. Afr.: 274 (1961); Mendonca in Fl. 
Zamb. 2 (2): 200 (1963); Ross, Fl. Natal:  214 (1973); 
Palmer & Pitman, Trees S. Afr. 2: 989 (1973).

J. H. Ross

STERCULIACEAE 
A N EW  SPECIES O F  HERM ANNIA

Hermannia litoralis Verdoorn sp. nov., inter species 
filamentis cruciformibus et foliis verticillatis ad
H. elliotianam floribus angustis accedens sed ab ea 
pedicellis brevibus bracteis tectis, petalis luteis et 
calycibus villosis recedens.

Fruticulus effusus; ramuli glandulis breve stipitatis 
instructi. Stipulae foliaceae simplices vel ad basim 
lobulatae. Folia breve petiolata, glandulis breve 
stipitatis instructa; lamina lineare-lanceolata, lanceo­
lata vel anguste oblanceolata, irregulatim crenato- 
lobulata. Cymae terminales, 2-florae; pedunculi longi 
(c. 7 cm. longi), graciles, glandulis stipitatis instructi; 
pedicelli breves, bracteis tecti; bracteae latae, pal- 
mati-vel pedati-lobatae. Floris c. 13 mm longi aliquan- 
tum angustis. Calyx c. 8 mm longus, turbinatus vel 
urceolatus, 5-lobatus; lobi 5 mm longi villosi. Petala 
lutea, contorta. Filamenta supra medium dilatata, lobis 
villosis. Ovarium breve stipitatum, dense stellate- 
pubescens, pilis brevibus.

Type: Cape, 3217 (Vredenburg): Brittania Bay 
(-DB), Acocks 15205 (BOL. holo.; PRE, iso.).

Low suflrutex much branced at the base, lower 
branches straggling; branches with short glandular 
hairs, gland-tipped hairs and, sometimes, short 
stellate hairs also present. Stipules leaflike, shorter 
than the leaves, sessile, simple or lobed to the base, 
lobes linear, 5-9 mm long, entire, pubescent with 
fine, mostly gland-tipped hairs, subglabrescent. Leaves 
shortly petioled; blade, lanceolate linear-lanceolate or 
narrowly oblanceolate, somewhat unevenly lobed 
on the margins, pubescent with mostly glandtipped 
hairs especially along the margins, 7-20 mm long; 
petiole up to 5 mm long, pubescent with gland-tipped 
hairs. Inflorescence of 2-flowered cymes, terminal on 
the branches (some appearing opposite the upper

leaves as the main branch turns aside); peduncles 
long, 2-7 cm long, slender pubescent with gland-tipped 
hairs; pedicels short, 1 ,5-5 mm long; bracteoles 
broad concealing the pedicels, palmately or pedately 
lobed 5-10 mm long, minutely glandular pubescent 
but villose on the margins. Calyx  about 8 mm long, 
urceolate to turbinate, lobed to beyond the middle, 
lobes narrowly oblong, sinuses narrow, minutely 
glandular pubescent but villose along the margins 
without and within. Petals yellow, tightly twisted 
giving the flowers a narrow appearance, about 12 mm 
long, oblong-obovate, narrowing gradually to a short 
claw with narrowly infolded margins microscopically 
pubescent below. Stamens about 7 ,5  mm long, 
filaments dilated above the middle, lobes villous; 
anthers obscurely ciliate. Ovary about 3 ,5  mm long, 
densely stellate with short hairs; stipe 0 ,75 mm long: 
styles 9 ,5  mm long. Capcule oblong at maturity, 
about 10 mm long, subdensely pubescent with short 
stellate hairs glabrescent, perianth persisting at base.

C a p e .— 3217 (Vredenburg): Brittania Bay, Acocks 15205. 
3218 (Clanwilliam): St. Helena Bay, Lavranos 10991.

The late M r Pillans recognized Acocks 15205 as 
belonging to an undescribed species and gave it the 
manuscript name Hermannia litoralis. His notes did 
not indicate the relationships or  the features by 
which to distinguish the species. Attempts to find 
more material of  this species were fruitless until late 
in 1973 when Mr John Lavranos collected it at St 
Helena Bay, that is close to Britannia Bay, the type 
locality. With this further material it has been possible 
to distinguish and define the species. Mr Pillans apt 
name has been retained, but his rough description 
does not exactly tally with the present concept of  
the species.


