
6\S NOTES ON A F R I C A N  PLANTS

A C H A N G E  IN STATUS 

Ochna arborea Burch, ex DC. var. oconnorii fPhill.) 
Du Toit, stat. nov.

0 . oconnorii Phill. in Bothalia 1: 92 (1922); Robson 
in Fl. Zamb. 2: 230 (1963). Type: Transvaal, W ood­
bush forest, O'Connor sub PRE 1257 (PRE, lecto!).

Examination of a wide range of  material in PRE 
reveals that O. oconnorii is merely a luxuriant meso- 
phytic variety of O. arborea with longer, narrower, 
sharply serrate leaves and well developed flowering
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side branches with many-flowered branchlets. The 
type o f  O. arborea was collected in the south-east 
Cape in sclerophyllous coastal vegetation. Its leaves 
are comparatively small and leathery and it is few- 
flowered. This typical variety is found intermingled 
with the more luxuriant variety along its range from 
the Cape to the northern Transvaal and intermediates 
showing characters of  both  taxa are frequently found.

P. C. V. du Toit

R U TA C EA E 
A N O TE  ON VEPRIS LANCEOLATA

For many years now the White Ironwood or 
Witysterhout has been known as Vepris undulata 
(Thunb.) Verdoorn & C. A. Smith. However, Boscia 
undulata Thunb., Prodr. PI. Cap.:  32 (1794), the 
basionym of Vepris undulata (Thunb.) Verdoorn & 
C. A. Smith in J. S. Afr. For. Assoc. 20: 35,50 (1951), 
is a nomen nudum. The name Boscia undulata was only 
validly published by Thunberg in his Fl. Cap. 1: 576 
(1813). The epithet “ undulata” therefore dates from 
1813 and not from 1794.

During the intervening years between 1794 and the 
valid publication of B. undulata in 1813, Toddalia 
lanceolata Lam., Tab. Encycl. Meth. Bot. 2: 117 
(1797), was published. The earliest specific epithet for 
the White Ironwood is therefore “ lanceolata” and the 
species must now revert to the name under which it 
was formerly known, namely, Vepris lanceolata (Lam.)
G. Don.

Vepris lanceolata (Lam.) G. Don, Gen. Syst. 1: 806 
(1831); Harv. in Fl. Cap. 1: 447 (1860); Verdoorn in 
Kew Bull 1926: 395 (1926); Burtt Davy, Fl. Transv.

2: 479 (1932). Syntypes from the Mascarenes, Herb. 
Lamarck (P-LA, IDC microfiche 114/15 and 114/16).

Toddalia lanceolata Lam., Tab. Encycl. Meth. 
Bot. 2: 117 (1797); Sim, For. Fl. Cape Col.: 157, 
t. 22 (1909). Syntypes as above.

Boscia undulata Thunb., [Prodr. PI. Cap.: 32 (1794) 
nomen nudum] Fl. Cap. 1: 576 (1813). Syntypes from 
the Cape of  Good Hope, Herb. Thunberg 3791, 3792 
(UPS).

Scopolia lanceolata (Lam.) Spreng., Syst. Veg. 1: 
779 (1824).

Asphades undulata (Thunb.)  DC., Prodr. 2: 90 
(1825).

Vepris undulata (Thunb.) Verdoorn & C. A. Smith 
in J. S. Afr. For. Assoc. 20: 35,50 (1951); Palmer & 
Pitman, Trees S. Afr.: 274 (1961); Mendonca in Fl. 
Zamb. 2 (2): 200 (1963); Ross, Fl. Natal:  214 (1973); 
Palmer & Pitman, Trees S. Afr. 2: 989 (1973).

J. H. Ross

STERCULIACEAE 
A N EW  SPECIES O F  HERM ANNIA

Hermannia litoralis Verdoorn sp. nov., inter species 
filamentis cruciformibus et foliis verticillatis ad
H. elliotianam floribus angustis accedens sed ab ea 
pedicellis brevibus bracteis tectis, petalis luteis et 
calycibus villosis recedens.

Fruticulus effusus; ramuli glandulis breve stipitatis 
instructi. Stipulae foliaceae simplices vel ad basim 
lobulatae. Folia breve petiolata, glandulis breve 
stipitatis instructa; lamina lineare-lanceolata, lanceo­
lata vel anguste oblanceolata, irregulatim crenato- 
lobulata. Cymae terminales, 2-florae; pedunculi longi 
(c. 7 cm. longi), graciles, glandulis stipitatis instructi; 
pedicelli breves, bracteis tecti; bracteae latae, pal- 
mati-vel pedati-lobatae. Floris c. 13 mm longi aliquan- 
tum angustis. Calyx c. 8 mm longus, turbinatus vel 
urceolatus, 5-lobatus; lobi 5 mm longi villosi. Petala 
lutea, contorta. Filamenta supra medium dilatata, lobis 
villosis. Ovarium breve stipitatum, dense stellate- 
pubescens, pilis brevibus.

Type: Cape, 3217 (Vredenburg): Brittania Bay 
(-DB), Acocks 15205 (BOL. holo.; PRE, iso.).

Low suflrutex much branced at the base, lower 
branches straggling; branches with short glandular 
hairs, gland-tipped hairs and, sometimes, short 
stellate hairs also present. Stipules leaflike, shorter 
than the leaves, sessile, simple or lobed to the base, 
lobes linear, 5-9 mm long, entire, pubescent with 
fine, mostly gland-tipped hairs, subglabrescent. Leaves 
shortly petioled; blade, lanceolate linear-lanceolate or 
narrowly oblanceolate, somewhat unevenly lobed 
on the margins, pubescent with mostly glandtipped 
hairs especially along the margins, 7-20 mm long; 
petiole up to 5 mm long, pubescent with gland-tipped 
hairs. Inflorescence of 2-flowered cymes, terminal on 
the branches (some appearing opposite the upper

leaves as the main branch turns aside); peduncles 
long, 2-7 cm long, slender pubescent with gland-tipped 
hairs; pedicels short, 1 ,5-5 mm long; bracteoles 
broad concealing the pedicels, palmately or pedately 
lobed 5-10 mm long, minutely glandular pubescent 
but villose on the margins. Calyx  about 8 mm long, 
urceolate to turbinate, lobed to beyond the middle, 
lobes narrowly oblong, sinuses narrow, minutely 
glandular pubescent but villose along the margins 
without and within. Petals yellow, tightly twisted 
giving the flowers a narrow appearance, about 12 mm 
long, oblong-obovate, narrowing gradually to a short 
claw with narrowly infolded margins microscopically 
pubescent below. Stamens about 7 ,5  mm long, 
filaments dilated above the middle, lobes villous; 
anthers obscurely ciliate. Ovary about 3 ,5  mm long, 
densely stellate with short hairs; stipe 0 ,75 mm long: 
styles 9 ,5  mm long. Capcule oblong at maturity, 
about 10 mm long, subdensely pubescent with short 
stellate hairs glabrescent, perianth persisting at base.

C a p e .— 3217 (Vredenburg): Brittania Bay, Acocks 15205. 
3218 (Clanwilliam): St. Helena Bay, Lavranos 10991.

The late M r Pillans recognized Acocks 15205 as 
belonging to an undescribed species and gave it the 
manuscript name Hermannia litoralis. His notes did 
not indicate the relationships or  the features by 
which to distinguish the species. Attempts to find 
more material of  this species were fruitless until late 
in 1973 when Mr John Lavranos collected it at St 
Helena Bay, that is close to Britannia Bay, the type 
locality. With this further material it has been possible 
to distinguish and define the species. Mr Pillans apt 
name has been retained, but his rough description 
does not exactly tally with the present concept of  
the species.


