
6\S NOTES ON A F R I C A N  PLANTS

A C H A N G E  IN STATUS 

Ochna arborea Burch, ex DC. var. oconnorii fPhill.) 
Du Toit, stat. nov.

0 . oconnorii Phill. in Bothalia 1: 92 (1922); Robson 
in Fl. Zamb. 2: 230 (1963). Type: Transvaal, W ood
bush forest, O'Connor sub PRE 1257 (PRE, lecto!).

Examination of a wide range of  material in PRE 
reveals that O. oconnorii is merely a luxuriant meso- 
phytic variety of O. arborea with longer, narrower, 
sharply serrate leaves and well developed flowering
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side branches with many-flowered branchlets. The 
type o f  O. arborea was collected in the south-east 
Cape in sclerophyllous coastal vegetation. Its leaves 
are comparatively small and leathery and it is few- 
flowered. This typical variety is found intermingled 
with the more luxuriant variety along its range from 
the Cape to the northern Transvaal and intermediates 
showing characters of  both  taxa are frequently found.

P. C. V. du Toit

R U TA C EA E 
A N O TE  ON VEPRIS LANCEOLATA

For many years now the White Ironwood or 
Witysterhout has been known as Vepris undulata 
(Thunb.) Verdoorn & C. A. Smith. However, Boscia 
undulata Thunb., Prodr. PI. Cap.:  32 (1794), the 
basionym of Vepris undulata (Thunb.) Verdoorn & 
C. A. Smith in J. S. Afr. For. Assoc. 20: 35,50 (1951), 
is a nomen nudum. The name Boscia undulata was only 
validly published by Thunberg in his Fl. Cap. 1: 576 
(1813). The epithet “ undulata” therefore dates from 
1813 and not from 1794.

During the intervening years between 1794 and the 
valid publication of B. undulata in 1813, Toddalia 
lanceolata Lam., Tab. Encycl. Meth. Bot. 2: 117 
(1797), was published. The earliest specific epithet for 
the White Ironwood is therefore “ lanceolata” and the 
species must now revert to the name under which it 
was formerly known, namely, Vepris lanceolata (Lam.)
G. Don.

Vepris lanceolata (Lam.) G. Don, Gen. Syst. 1: 806 
(1831); Harv. in Fl. Cap. 1: 447 (1860); Verdoorn in 
Kew Bull 1926: 395 (1926); Burtt Davy, Fl. Transv.

2: 479 (1932). Syntypes from the Mascarenes, Herb. 
Lamarck (P-LA, IDC microfiche 114/15 and 114/16).

Toddalia lanceolata Lam., Tab. Encycl. Meth. 
Bot. 2: 117 (1797); Sim, For. Fl. Cape Col.: 157, 
t. 22 (1909). Syntypes as above.

Boscia undulata Thunb., [Prodr. PI. Cap.: 32 (1794) 
nomen nudum] Fl. Cap. 1: 576 (1813). Syntypes from 
the Cape of  Good Hope, Herb. Thunberg 3791, 3792 
(UPS).

Scopolia lanceolata (Lam.) Spreng., Syst. Veg. 1: 
779 (1824).

Asphades undulata (Thunb.)  DC., Prodr. 2: 90 
(1825).

Vepris undulata (Thunb.) Verdoorn & C. A. Smith 
in J. S. Afr. For. Assoc. 20: 35,50 (1951); Palmer & 
Pitman, Trees S. Afr.: 274 (1961); Mendonca in Fl. 
Zamb. 2 (2): 200 (1963); Ross, Fl. Natal:  214 (1973); 
Palmer & Pitman, Trees S. Afr. 2: 989 (1973).

J. H. Ross

STERCULIACEAE 
A N EW  SPECIES O F  HERM ANNIA

Hermannia litoralis Verdoorn sp. nov., inter species 
filamentis cruciformibus et foliis verticillatis ad
H. elliotianam floribus angustis accedens sed ab ea 
pedicellis brevibus bracteis tectis, petalis luteis et 
calycibus villosis recedens.

Fruticulus effusus; ramuli glandulis breve stipitatis 
instructi. Stipulae foliaceae simplices vel ad basim 
lobulatae. Folia breve petiolata, glandulis breve 
stipitatis instructa; lamina lineare-lanceolata, lanceo
lata vel anguste oblanceolata, irregulatim crenato- 
lobulata. Cymae terminales, 2-florae; pedunculi longi 
(c. 7 cm. longi), graciles, glandulis stipitatis instructi; 
pedicelli breves, bracteis tecti; bracteae latae, pal- 
mati-vel pedati-lobatae. Floris c. 13 mm longi aliquan- 
tum angustis. Calyx c. 8 mm longus, turbinatus vel 
urceolatus, 5-lobatus; lobi 5 mm longi villosi. Petala 
lutea, contorta. Filamenta supra medium dilatata, lobis 
villosis. Ovarium breve stipitatum, dense stellate- 
pubescens, pilis brevibus.

Type: Cape, 3217 (Vredenburg): Brittania Bay 
(-DB), Acocks 15205 (BOL. holo.; PRE, iso.).

Low suflrutex much branced at the base, lower 
branches straggling; branches with short glandular 
hairs, gland-tipped hairs and, sometimes, short 
stellate hairs also present. Stipules leaflike, shorter 
than the leaves, sessile, simple or lobed to the base, 
lobes linear, 5-9 mm long, entire, pubescent with 
fine, mostly gland-tipped hairs, subglabrescent. Leaves 
shortly petioled; blade, lanceolate linear-lanceolate or 
narrowly oblanceolate, somewhat unevenly lobed 
on the margins, pubescent with mostly glandtipped 
hairs especially along the margins, 7-20 mm long; 
petiole up to 5 mm long, pubescent with gland-tipped 
hairs. Inflorescence of 2-flowered cymes, terminal on 
the branches (some appearing opposite the upper

leaves as the main branch turns aside); peduncles 
long, 2-7 cm long, slender pubescent with gland-tipped 
hairs; pedicels short, 1 ,5-5 mm long; bracteoles 
broad concealing the pedicels, palmately or pedately 
lobed 5-10 mm long, minutely glandular pubescent 
but villose on the margins. Calyx  about 8 mm long, 
urceolate to turbinate, lobed to beyond the middle, 
lobes narrowly oblong, sinuses narrow, minutely 
glandular pubescent but villose along the margins 
without and within. Petals yellow, tightly twisted 
giving the flowers a narrow appearance, about 12 mm 
long, oblong-obovate, narrowing gradually to a short 
claw with narrowly infolded margins microscopically 
pubescent below. Stamens about 7 ,5  mm long, 
filaments dilated above the middle, lobes villous; 
anthers obscurely ciliate. Ovary about 3 ,5  mm long, 
densely stellate with short hairs; stipe 0 ,75 mm long: 
styles 9 ,5  mm long. Capcule oblong at maturity, 
about 10 mm long, subdensely pubescent with short 
stellate hairs glabrescent, perianth persisting at base.

C a p e .— 3217 (Vredenburg): Brittania Bay, Acocks 15205. 
3218 (Clanwilliam): St. Helena Bay, Lavranos 10991.

The late M r Pillans recognized Acocks 15205 as 
belonging to an undescribed species and gave it the 
manuscript name Hermannia litoralis. His notes did 
not indicate the relationships or  the features by 
which to distinguish the species. Attempts to find 
more material of  this species were fruitless until late 
in 1973 when Mr John Lavranos collected it at St 
Helena Bay, that is close to Britannia Bay, the type 
locality. With this further material it has been possible 
to distinguish and define the species. Mr Pillans apt 
name has been retained, but his rough description 
does not exactly tally with the present concept of  
the species.
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I V 1*11 K A I K  )N O l / / /  R M A N N /A  RUCiOSA

A studv of the lype specimens o f  II rugo.sa 
Adamson reveals that they do  ih>( consti tu te  a single 
definable species but represent several distinct 
elements. Mixed gatherings o f  Hermannia species are 
not infrequent for the plants often grow in mixed or 
hybrid populat ions.

I he t>pc specimens o f  / /  rugosa A d am so n  are a s  
follow s :

1. Sillier 8772 from New lands House Estate, ho lo 
type (HOE). There  are two specimens on this sheet 
representing two dist inct elements. The lower repre 
sents a species with leaves which are crenate  and 
crisped on the margin  and  the calyx som ew hat salver
shaped. angled in the upper  half  and  densely stellate 
pubescent. The  upper  specimen is nearest  //.  multi- 
flora Jacq.,  differing from the lower in the leaves not 
being crisped a s  well as c renate  on the margin.  In 
addition, it shows one  o f  the narrow entire, petioled 
leaves between the bracts  near the base o f  the 
inflorescence, a characteris t ic  o f  //. multiflora. This 
s u g g e s t s  that it is one o f  the few putative hybrids  seen 
between / /  rugosa in the restricted sense and //. 
multiflora.

The lower specimen with crisped leaves agrees with 
specimens from Paarl M oun ta in ,  specially collected 
for this investigation by Miss M. K  T h o m p so n  of 
the Stellenbosch H erbar ium , all with the typical leaves 
and calvx. The first specimen from that area brought 
to mv notice. Kruger M 22. is also a mixed gathering, 
three o f  the specimens on the sheet agreeing with the 
lower specimen o f  the holotype. and  the fourth  
nearest / /  alnifblia E. having the characteris t ic  small 
f l o w e r s ,  the calyx with stellate hairs mainly on the 
obvious veins and  the su b ro tu n d  leaves. A very 
interesting find is a Drege  specimen in the Stockholm  
Herbarium  collected “Zwischen Paarlberg  und 
Paardebcrg"  which agrees with the present day 
Paarl M o u n ta in  specimen and the lower specimen on 
the tvpc sheet of //.  rugo.su. Salter  8779.

These findings have shown that we are dealing with 
a definte species, but that it is necessary to select the 
lower specimen on the type sheet as the lectotype 
of / / .  rugo.sa Adamson and to exclude the upper 
specimen and some of  the paratype material.

2. Salter  8669, also from Newlands Estate, agrees 
with the lectotype.

3. Salter 8780 from Green Point, not a very good 
specimen but could be //. rugo.sa sensu stricta, having 
crisped leaves and the correct calyx.

4. Adamson 2511 from Green Point is most 
probably  a hybrid between //. rugo.sa and H. alnifolia 
but nearest II. rugo.sa.

5. Pillan.s 4761 (cited as 4701) from the Tiger Berg, 
is // . pri.smatoearpu E. Mey. ex Harv. with leaves 
not strongly crispcd and the calyx cup-shaped, wide 
at the mouth.

6. Gillet 4162, from Malmesbury district is H. pris- 
matoearpa  E. Mey. ex Harv. with the diagnostic 
capsules much exceeding the calyx.

7. //.  Bolus 12619 from Saldanha Bay, is also 
//. prismatoearpa.

8. Gillett 3731, Piquetberg, appears to be //. 
repetenda Verdoorn ( //.  hirsuta Schrad. non. Mill.). 
The inflorescence is immature.

9. //.  Bolus 9948 from near Moorreesberg in the 
Malmesbury district, appears to be a hybrid nearest 
//. seabra Cav., which is fairly com m on in that area, 
and possibly with some //.  multiflora influence.

To date, Salter 8900. Adamson 2922 and 3526, and 
Pillan.s 8621 have not been traced.

A dam son 's  description of  H. rugo.sa is rather 
wide and not detailed enough. It does not mention 
the features which have been found to characterize 
the species, namely the crisped leaves and the some
what salver-shaped, densely stellate pubescent calyx. 
But there is nothing of significance in it to exclude 
the lectotype.

I. C. Verdoorn

SI  R EE I T / I  ACE A F.

T H I  S I A M ' S  O l  S I R /  I. I T / I  A J U N C IA

At the time of the publica t ion  of the first edit ion of 
Hortus  k ew ens is  by W. Alton in 1789 only one 
species of  Strelitzia  (.S', reginae Ait.) was in cult ivation 
at k ew .  It was recorded as having been introduced 
bv Sir Joseph Banks in 1773. It is clear from con- 
temporarv writ ings that Hanks had received it from 
his sponsored collector. Francis  M asson,  who had 
accompanied the Swedish botanist  Carl Peter T h u n 
berg m that vear on a botanica l  expedit ion  to the 
eastern ( ape ' They travelled as far cast as C oega a 
few miles nor th  cast o f  Port Elizabeth and  must have 
collected plants  or  seed or both  a long  their route.

W hen the second edition  o f  the H ortu s  kew ensis  
was published in 1X11 the nu m b er  o f  "spccics of 
Strelitzia  in cult iva t ion  at k e w  was six. including the 
arborcsccnt .S' alba  ( I f ) Skccls ( V  augusta Thunb. 
also sent to Hanks by M asson).  The  o ther  five were 
all within the V reginae complex (S. reginae. .V 
ova to Ait . S farmosa  Ait.. .S', august, folia Ait and 
\  p a rvifolia A i t )  and all in troduced from the C ape 
without exact or .e .n  or location S parvifolia. which

concerns us most, was introduced by Sir Joseph Banks 
and probably collected by Masson during his second 
visit to the Cape. Alton described his .S', parvifolia. 
the small-leaved Strelitzia . as having a scape equal in 
length to the petiole, which is 20 times longer than the 
linear lanceolate leaf. There is no type preserved at 
k e w .

Sir James Smith writing under the heading of 
.S', reginae in Rees's Cyclopaedia 1819, comments that 
S. angustifolia is a mere variety of S. reginae and that 
offsets of  an original root gradually diminished in 
si/e and breadth of  their leaves, became first S. 
angustifolia and then S. parvifolia of Hort. kew. 
Similar varieties may have been freshly imported from 
the Cape, but in his view that did not prove their 
specific difference. " In  some specimens the leaf 
dwindles to a point" .  This last observation clearly 
refers to S. juneea Link.

This  passage was quoted in Feb. 1821 when ke r-  
Ciavvler described and illustrated S. parvifolia var. 
juneea in the Botanical Register 6, t. 516. Shortly


