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f it.. 2. P h o to g r a p h  o f  Thunberg 7191, syn type of 
( oni.im chaeroph>lloides (Thanh.) Lckl. A Zeyh. 
housed  in the Ins t i tu te  o f  System atic  B o tany  o f  
the University ,  U p p sa la .

The two syntypes were c o m p ared  with the materia l 
of  C. maculatnm  I - housed  in the K.cv\ H e rbar ium  
in an a t tem pt  to  establish which characters  
differentiate these allegedly distinct species. The 
com par ison  revealed that the syntypes o f  C. chacio- 
phyllouics and  the materia l  o f  C maculatum  agree in 
all essential charac te rs  exam ined ,  a l though  two small 

apparen t  differences were no ted :

I The stems in the syntypes o f  ('. chacroplnlloulcs 
(and in all o f  the S ou th  African materia l  seen) lack 
the purplish spots , i.e. they arc not maculate ,  
which arc a fairly charac ter is t ic  feature  of much of the 
material o f  C. maculatum. However.  C maculatum  
is a variable spccics and  docs not always have maculate  
stems: there is a variant in I u rope  with non-m acu la te  

stems.

Fici. 3.— Photograph  o f  Thunberg 7192, syntype o f  
Conium chaerophylloides (Thunb.) Eekl. <£• Zeyh. 
housed in the Institute o f  Systematic Botany of 
the University, Uppsala.

2. The petals in C. chaerophylloides arc slightly 
narrower and smaller although there is no discon­
tinuity in petal size between C. chaerophylloides and 
C. maculatnm. Petal size in C. maculatum  appears to 
be fairly variable and petals the size of  those on the 
syntypes o f  C. chaerophylloides do occur in European 
material.

These slight differences do not appear to be of 
sufficient taxonomic significance to enable C. chaero­
phylloides and C. maculatum to be maintained as 
distinct spccies. I am persuaded, therefore, to follow 
the decision taken by Hiern in Fl. Trop. Afr. 3: 9 
(1877) to treat C. chaerophylloides as a synonym of 
C. maculatum. The occurrence in South Africa of 
plants  with unspotted stems could perhaps be 
accounted for by the introduction from Europe of 
the variant with non-maculate steins.

C onium  m aculatum  L.. Sp. PI. cd. 1 : 243 (1753); 
Hiern in Fl. Trop. Afr. 3: 9 (1877).

Seseli chaerophylloides Thunb .,  Prodr. PI. Cap. 1: 51 (1794); 
Willd Sp. PI. cd. 4. I: 1461 (1798); Thunb ..  Fl. Cap. cd. 
Scluilt. 259 (1823); DC., Prodr. 4: 148 (1830). Syntypes: Cape 
Province, Thunberg 7191 (UPS!), Thunberg 7192 (UPS!).

Conium chaerophylloides (Thunb.)  Eckl. & Zeyh., E num .:  355 
(1836). Syntypes as above.
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The descr ip t ion  ot Seseli chaerophylloides T hunb . ,  
Prodr. PI. C ap. I . 51 (1794), the bas ionym  ot Conium  
chaerophylloides (T hunb .)  l ckl. & Zeyh., Enum . 355 
(1836), was based on  Thunberg 7191 and  7192 from 
the C ap e  Province. T h ro u g h  the courtesy  o f  the 
Director,  Insti tute o f  Systematic  Botany o f  the 
University, U ppsa la ,  the two syntypes o f  C. chaero­
phylloides were received on loan (see Figs. 2 and  3).


