
Huernia verekeri Stent var. paiiciflora Leach, the controversial species, 
does appear to show a tendency towards Duvalia but does not quite reach the 
borderline in the dorsal development of its inner corona-lobes and should remain 
in Huernia as concluded by Leach.

H. A. D y e r .

C E L A S T R A C E A E  

A \ ew  N a m e  i n  C a t h a

Catha transvaalensis Codd, nom. nav.
Lydenhurgia cassinoides Robson in Bol. Soc. Brot. 39 : 35 (1965).
Catha cassinoides (Robson) Codd in Bothalia 9 :  124 (1966), nom. illegit., non 

Webb & Berth.

I am grateful to Dr. G. Kunkel of Las Palmas Herbarium for drawing my 
attention to the prior use of the name Catha cassinoides by Webb &, Bertholet.

L. E. C o d d .
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G R A M IN E A E

A - \ e w S p e c i e s  o f  A r i s t i d a  f r o m  S o u t h  W e s t  A f ri c a

Aristida dewinteri Giess, sp. nov., A. stipoidi Lam. affinis, sed gluma in- 
feriore breviore apice rotundo tenuiter fimbriato, glumis superioribus et interiori- 
bus flavis apice macula nigra praedito differt.

Gramen annuum, ad 1 m altum. CiiUni simplices, nodis 2-3. recti vel sub- 
geniculati. Panicula diffusa. Spiculae pallidae, sed glumae apice macula nigra 
praeditae. Glumae valde inaequales, 1-nervatae, subcoriaceae; inferior 3.5-4.0 mm 
longa, late oblonga. apice obtuso rotundato fimbriato; superior 10-11 mm longa, 
lanceolata, apice plus minusve acuto membranaceo fimbriato vel sublacerato. 
Lemma  3-nervatum, cylindricum, coriaceum, in dimidio inferiore glabrum 
superne scabridum, 7-8 mm longum (callo incluso). inter apicem lemmatis et 
basin columnae articulatum; columna 1.3-1.4 mm longa. tortilis, scabrida; aristae
3, scabridae; centralis laterales excedens, c. 3.5 cm longa; laterales c. 2.5 cm 
longae; callus c. 1 mm longus, manifeste bifidus, dense retrorse setosus setis 
basin versus brevioribus. Palea 0.7 mm longa, subcoriacea, late oblonga, enervis 
hyalina. rotundata. Lcxliculae magnae, 1-1.25 mm. longae, ovatae, tenuiter mem- 
branaceae, apice rotundato; nervi 7-9, distincti. Stamina 3; antherae cultratae, 
3 mm longae, pallide luteae. Caryopsis linearis, 3-3.5 mm longa; hilum lineare 
caryopsidem aequans (embryo indistinctus ob caryopsides immaturas).

Type: South West Africa, Kaokoveld (Grid 1613, Uncocua). 18 miles west 
of Enyandi, Giess 9345 (PRE, holo.; K; M; WIND; US).

Annual forming erect tufts up to 1 m high. Culms simple, 2-3-noded, straight 
or somewhat geniculate, nodes and lower internodes usually purple, glabrous, 
very finely striate, l^af-sheath shorter than the internodes, rather lax, often striate 
particularly upwards, with a flake of wool at the mouth. Collar smooth, usually 
purplish. Ligule a dense fringe of long woolly hair. Panicle effuse and open, 
pallid, up to 30 cm long and 15 cm wide. Spikelets pallid, glabrous, the glumes 
each with a black spot at the apex. Glumes very unequal. 1-nerved, firm and 
thick in texture; lower 3.5-4.0 mm long, broadly oblong, apex obtuse and rounded, 
fimbriate; upper 10-11 mm long, lanceolate, apex more or less acute, thin, mem­
branous. Lemma 3-nerved, cylindrical, coriaceous, scabrid in the upper half.



otherwise glabrous, 7-8 mm long (callus included), articulated between the apex 
of the lemma and the base of the column; column up to 2.2 cm long, twisted, 
scabrid; awns 3. scabrid; central awn exceeding the others in length, about 3.5 
cm long; lateral awns about 2.5 cm long; callus about 1 mm long, distinctly 
bifid, densely retrorsely bristly, the bristles diminishing in length towards the 
base. Palea 0.75 mm long, subcoriaceous, broadly oblong, nerveless, apex hya­
line, rounded. Lodicules large. 1-1.25 mm long, ovate, thinly membranous, apex 
rounded; nerves 7-9 in number, distinct. Stamens 3; anthers cultrate, 3 mm long, 
pale yellow. Caryopsis linear tapering to an acute apex, 3-3.5 mm long. Hilum 
linear, as long as the grain. Embryo  (indistinct due to immature grains).

This species has so far been found only along the Kunene River between 
the Epupa Falls and Enyandi in the Kaokoveld of north-western South West 
Africa. It often occurs in pure stands and is then conspicuous due to the bright 
yellow inflorescences. This species is named in honour of Dr Bernard de Winter 
for his contributions to the study of South West African plants.

W.  G i e s s .
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LIL IA C E A E  

A N e w  A l o e  f r o m  S o u t h  Vi e s t  A i  h i c a

Aloe erinacea Hardy, sp. nov. A. melanacanthae Berger affinis, sed foliis 
compactioribus brevioribus biconvexis. floribus brevioribus subventricosis non 
incurvatis differt.

Plantae solitariae vel glomeratae. acaules vel caulescentes, caulibus decum- 
bentibus 60 cm longis. Folio griseo-viridia dense rosulata suberecta deinde 
patula vel recurvata deltoideo-lanceolata 8-16 cm longa 3-4 cm base lata, supra 
convexa vel ad basim plana, nonnunquam ad aoicem spinis nigricantibus paucibus 
armata, subtus convexa ad apicem carinata, carinis 5-8 spinis armatis, margine 
spinis nigricantibus deltoides 5-9 mm longis 10 mm distantibus armata. Inflores- 
centia simplex semper solitaria arcuato-adscendens usque ad 1 mm longa. 
Pedunculus laete griseo-viridis vel ochraceus base complanatus circa 1.5 cm 
diam., circa 25 bracteis vacuis membranaceis leviter fuscis ovato-acuminatis 2.5-3 
cm longis 1 cm latis 8-10 nervatis instructus. Racemi dense multiflori 24-26 cm 
longi 5-6 cm diam., gemmis congestis patulis deinde cernuis carmesinis apicibus 
schistaceis. Bracteae membranaceae fuscae 3-5 nervatae infimae 25-27 mm 
longae 4.5 mm latae pedicellis longiores. Pedicelli infimi 18-19 mm longi. 
Perianthium subcylindricum leviter ventricosum 28 mm longum ad medium 7 mm 
latum base rotundatum haud stipitatum; segmenta exteriora libera apicibus sub- 
acutis; segmenta interiora libera eburnea apicibus viridibus. Antherae 4 mm 
exsertae. Ovarium  viridi-brunneum 5-6 mm longum 2-2.5 mm diam.; stigmata 
denum 7 mm exserta. Capsula non vidi.

Type: South West Africa. Luderitz District, Witputz South. 21.9.1968, Hardx 
2619 (PRE, holo.).

Plants succulent, solitary or in compact groups of five or more, sometimes 
with a decumbent stem up to 60 cm long. Leaves grey-green, densely rosulate. 
suberect becoming spreading or recurved, deltoid-lanceolate, 8-16 cm long, 3-4 
cm broad at the base; upper surface convex to flat low down often with a few 
sharp, black spines near the apex, grey-green; lower surface convex with a 
distinct keel for one-third of its length, the keel armed with 5-8 deltoid, sharp, 
black teeth, otherwise same colour as the upper, margins armed with deltoid, 
horny, black teeth which are evenly spaced throughout, 5-9 mm long. 10 mm


