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terised by: (1) the leaves being fascicled on cushion-like abbreviated shoots; 
(2) the ovary having 5—7 placentas, each placenta bearing two ovules; and (3) 
the fruit being 3—4 cm in diameter with many seeds. All the other species 
have the following characteristics: (1) the leaves are alternate, not fascicled: 
(2) the ovary has 2—3 placentas, each placenta bearing one ovule; and (3) the 
fruit is 0.6—2 cm in diameter with 1—3 seeds.

Although D. revoluta and D. caffra are placed in different sections, they 
have a character in common, namely, their suborbicular fruits, whereas the 
remaining species have oblong fruits.

D. revoluta and D. lucid a are the only species in which the exocarp of the 
fruit is papillose. The exocarp in the other species is either glabrous or hairy. 
The leaves of these two species are. however, very distinct. D. revoluta has 
obovate leaves with an obtuse apex, while the tertiary veins are not as prominent 
as the primary and secondary veins. D. lucida. on the other hand, has rhomboid, 
acuminate leaves and the tertiary veins are as prominent as the primary and 
secondary veins.

The leaf shape and venation of D. revoluta and D. zeyheri are very similar 
and the two species might be confused in the vegative state. D. revoluta. how
ever. posesses one unique character which distinguishes it from all the other 
species: the calyx lobes of the female flower are revolute before and at the 
fruiting stage. In all the other species they are either erect or bent outwards, 
not revolute. The seed testa in D. revoluta is densely woolly while in all the 
other species the testa is glabrous or hairy.

Fruiting specimens of D. revoluta have been collected by various collectors 
near False Bay in Zululand over several years. It was only in October 1970 
that Mr. Moll of the Botanical Research Institute, who is engaged on a botanical 
survey of the area, succeeded in finding male and female flowers.

A fruiting specimen, Galpin 8074. collected in 1911 near the Zwart Kei River 
in the Eastern Cape, may belong in D. revoluta. though the fruits are somewhat 
smaller. Further investigation is necessary to establish with certainty whether
D. revoluta does in fact also occur in the Eastern Cape Province.

J. E. T h o m .
* * *

THYM ELAEACEAE
A N ew C o m b i n a t i o n  in  G n id ia

C. H. Wright in FI. Cap. 5, 2: 583 (1925) based his description of Arthro- 
solen compactus on a specimen collected by Wylie at Nigunya, 1.980 m altitude, 
in Natal (Wylie sub Wood 10531). Examination of an isotype in the Natal 
Herbarium. Durban, revealed that the species would be better placed in the 
genus Gnidia as the inflorescences are not in dense heads and lack the surrounding 
coloured membranous bracts typical of Arthrosolen. Phillips in his “ Notes on 
some Genera of the Thymelaeaceae” in J. S. Afr. Bot. 10: 61-67 (1944) trans
ferred eight of the eleven species of Arthrosolen enumerated in FI. Cap. 5. 2:
6-9 to the genus Gnidia but he apparently overlooked Arthrosolen compactus 
which was described in the addenda on p. 583.

The combination of this specific epithet with the genus Gnidia has apparently 
never been validly published. It is proposed therefore to remedy this now by 
effecting the necessary combination.

Gnidia compacta (C. H. Wr.) J. H. Ross, comb. nov.
Arthrosolen compactus C. H. Wr. in FI. Cap. 5, 2: 583 (1925). Type: Natal, 

Nigunya, Wylie sub Wood 10531 (NH. iso.!).
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Apart from the type specimen from Nigunya (the exact locality of which 
is unknown) a few other specimens from Natal have been examined. These 
include: Killick 1187 (NH) from the Cathedral Peak Forest Research Station 
(Bergville district); Trauseld 464; 639 (NU) from the Giants Castle Game Reserve 
(Estcourt district); Hilliard & Burtt 5676 (NU) from the Highmoor Forest Reserve 
(Estcourt district) and W . F. Wright 234 (NU) from Storm Heights (Impendhle 
district).

J. H. Ross.* * *

VITACEAE

N ew Co m b i n a t i o n s  in Cy p h o s t e m m a

In Not. Syst. 16: 113-125 (1960), Descoings published a number of new 
combinations in Cyphostemma but. because he omitted to cite the publications 
in which the basionyms were published, the combinations were not valid. In 
Kirkia 2: 139 (1961) and Kirkia 3: 20 (1963), Wild & Drummond validly 
published additional combinations and. in Flora Zambesiaca 2: 459 (1966), they 
met the requirements for certain of the combinations attributed to Descoings. 
Descoings corrected the remainder of his combinations in Nat. Monsp. 18: 227 
(1968), but there still remain a few South African species for which combinations 
have not been made. These are now effected.

Cyphostemma natalitium (Szyszyl.) J. v. d. Merwe, comb. nov.
Vitis natalitia Szyszyl., Polypet. Rehmann 2: 45 (1889).
Cissus natalitia (Szyszyl.) L. E. Codd in Bothalia 6: 545 (1956).
Cissus connivens Lam. var. meyeriana Planch, in DC. Monag. Phan. 5: 584 

(1887), partly; Siissenguth in Pflanzenfam. 20d: 250 (1953), partly.
Cissus glabra E. Mey. in Drege. Zwei Pfl. Docum. 173 (1843), nomen nudum; 

Planch. I.e. 584 (1887), in synonomy.
Cissus orientalis sensu Harv. in FI. Cap. 1: 253 (1860), non Lam.

Cyphostemma sulcatum (C. A. Sm.) J. v. d. Merwe, comb. nov.
Cissus sulcatus C. A. Sm. in Burtt Davy, Flow. PI. Ferns Transv. Swaziland 2: 

xx. 477 (1932).

Cyphostemma segmentatuni (C. A. Sm.) J. v. d. Merwe, comb. nov.
Cissus segmentatuni C. A. Sm. in Burtt Davy, Flow. PI. Ferns Transv. Swazi

land 2: xx, 476 (1932).

Cyphostemma oleraceum (Bolus) J. v. d. Merwe, comb. nov.
Cissus oleraceus Bolus in J. Bot. Lond. 47: 55 (1909).

Cyphostemma dasypleurum (C. A. Sm.) J. v. d. Merwe, comb. nov.
Cissus dasypleurus C. A. Sm. in Burtt Davy, Flow. PI. Ferns Transv. Swaziland 

2: xx, 476 (*1932).

Cyphostemno hispidiflorum (C. A. Sm.) J. v. d. Merwe, comb. nov.
Cissus hispidiflorus C. A. Sm. in Burtt Davy. Flow. PI. Ferns Transv. Swazi

land 2: xx, 476 (1932).

A name which has not yet been transferred to Cyphostemma is Cissus 
sandersonii Harv. After a study of a wide range of modern material, it is 
concluded that this cannot be satisfactorily separated from Cyphostemma cirrhosum 
(Thunb.) Descoings ex Wild & Drummond, nor can a satisfactory distinction 
be found between the typical form of the latter and C. cirrhosum subsp. trans- 
vaalense (Szyszyl.) Wild & Drummond.

J. J. M. van der  M e r w e .


