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MYRTACEAE

A N e w  S pecies o f  E u g e n ia  fr o m  P o n d o l a n d  a n d  S o u t h e r n  N a t a l

Eugenia erythrophylla Strey, sp. nov., ab speciebus africanis australibus omnibus 
distincta.

Arbor vel arbuscula, 3-10 m alta; rami brunnei, adultis griseis, ramis et foliis 
juvenilibus roseis albo-pilosis glandulosis. Folia opposita, usque 12 cm longa, viridia, 
coriacea, obovata vel obovato-lanceolata, glandulosa, basi cuneata, margine revoluta, 
apice acuminata vel obtusa vel rotundata, nervis superne prominentibus, lateralibus 
6-8 prope marginem conjunctis, nervis subtus leviter prominentibus; petioli 2-6 mm 
longi, melano-rugulosi. Flores masculi sessiles vel subsessiles; inflorescentia albo- 
pilosa, pauciflora vel pseudo-racemosa abbreviata vel congesta; bracteae 2-4 mm 
longae, ciliatae, caducae, receptaculum turbinatum, 2 mm longum, tomentosum; 
sepala 4, late rotundata, 3-5,5 mm longa, superne pauci-pilosa, subtus subglabra; 
petala 4, obovata, 6-7 mm longa, glabra, margine ciliata; discus subcupulatus, dense 
pilosus; stamina numerosa, filamentis 4-5 mm longis libris omnibus antheriferis; 
antherae 2-thecae, 1-1,3 mm longae, versatiles, loculis longitudinaliter dehiscentibus; 
ovarium abortivum; stylus 1 mm longus; stigma abortivum. Flores hermaphroditae 
subsessiles vel breviter pedicellatae, solitariae, axillares, valde ramis abbreviatis; 
bracteae 2,5 mm longae, caducae; bracteolae 2, glabrae; receptaculum adnatum ; 
sepala et petala ut in floribus masculis vel aliquid majora; receptaculum obconicum, 
4 mm longum; gynoecium in receptaculum profunde immersum; discus planus, 
carnosus, papillosus vel pilosus; stamina numerosa; filamenta 3-5 mm longa, fili- 
formia, glabra, libra, omnibus antheriferis; antherae 2-thecae, 1 mm longae, versatiles, 
loculis longitudinaliter dehiscentibus; ovarium 2-loculare, ovulis in quoque loculo 2 
evolventibus 1 vel 2; stylus filiformis, 8 mm longus, glaber; stigma discoideum 
minutum; baccae subglobosae, apice calycum lobis 4 persistentibus, 2-2,5 cm longae, 
1,8-2,5 cm diam., juvenilibus pilosis vel puberulis, adultis glabrescentibus; semina 
globosa, 1-1,5 cm diam., brunnea.

Type: Cape, 3129 (Port St. Johns): Goss Point (-BD), Strey & Nicholson 10100$ 
(NH, holo.). Fig. 1.

Tree 3-10 m tall; branches brown, becoming grey when mature; young shoots 
and leaves pinkish, densely whitish pilose, becoming glabrous with age. Leaves 
opposite, petiolate, coriaceous, green at maturity, gland-dotted, obovate to obovate- 
oblanceolate or elliptic, 6-12 cm long; 3-7 cm broad, cuneate at the base, apex 
abruptly acute or obtuse to rounded, margin revolute, midrib conspicuous, lateral 
nerves in 6-8 pairs, spreading, slightly prominent below, joined near the margin; 
petiole 2-6 mm long, blackish, rugulose. Male flowers sessile or subsessile, congested on 
abbreviated shoots which occasionally develop as leafy shoots; bracts 2-4 mm long, 
ciliate, caducous. Calyx united at base; tube broad, more or less saucer-shaped, 2 mm 
long, densely pubescent; lobes 4, subrotund, 3-3,5 mm long, sparingly pubescent 
below, subglabrous above. Petals 4, obovate, 6-7 mm long, glabrous, margin ciliate. 
Disc saucer-shaped, densely pubescent. Stamens numerous, arising from the disc; 
filaments of various lengths, 4-5 mm long, free to the base; anthers 2-thecous, versa­
tile, 1-1,3 mm long, all fertile. Ovary abortive; style rudimentary, 1 mm long; stigma 
absent. Hermaphrodite flowers subsessile to shortly pedicellate (pedicels up to 8 mm 
long), usually solitary, axillary, occasionally on short abbreviated shoots; bracts
2,5 mm long, caducous; bracteoles 2, attached at the base of receptacle, 2,5 mm long, 
glabrous. Calyx and petals as in male flowers, but somewhat larger; calyx tube 
obconical, 4 mm long. Disc flat, fleshy, densely pubescent. Stamens numerous, 
arising from the disc; filaments of various lengths, 3-5 mm long, free to the base; 
anthers 2-thecous, 1 mm long, with white membranous fringe, broadly rectangular. 
Ovary immersed in the disc, 2-celled; ovules 2 per cell, 1 or 2 developing; style filiform,
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F i g . 1.— Eugenia erythrophylla. 1, lo n g i tu d in a l  s e c t io n  o f  h e r m a p h r o d i te  f lo w e r, x  3 ;  2 , lo n g i tu d in a l  
s e c t io n  o f  m a le  f lo w e r, x  3 ;  3, b ra c ts ,  c a ly x  a n d  s ty le  o f  h e r m a p h r o d i te  flo w e r, x  3 ; 4 , lo n g i tu d in a l  
s e c t io n  o f  f r u i t ,  x  2.
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glabrous, 8 mm long; stigma small, discoid. Fruit obovoid to subglobose, 2-2,5 cm 
long, 1,8-2,5 cm diam., glabrescent, with persistent calyx lobes at the apex. Seeds 
globose, 1-1,5 cm diam., brown.

This new species of Eugenia was discovered only recently in coastal montane 
forest at several localities in Pondoland and southern Natal. The plant is usually 
found in rocky situations near streams or along the upper edge of Table Mountain 
Sandstone cliffs.

N a t a l .— 3130 (Port Edward): Farm Beacon Hill (-A A ), Strey 7225; Ross 1850; Umtamvuna 
Forest Reserve (-A A ), Nicholson s.n. 3030 (Port Shepstone): Izotsha (-C D ),Strey & Nicholson 7171; 
M gongono (-C D ), Strey & Nicholson 7611; 80.6; 9295; Cooper 27; Uvongo Nature Reserve (-C B ), 
Strey & Nicholson 10348$.

C ape.— 3129 (Port St. Johns): G oss Point (-CB), Strey & Nicholson 10100$; Lupatana (-B D ), 
Strey & Nicholson 102403; Mkambati Waterfall (-B D ), Strey 8575; Magwa Falls (-B D ), Jenkins s.n

E. erythrophylla is an erect, medium-sized tree, 3-10 m high, with a straight bole 
which, in older trees, is sometimes fluted and twisted. The branches are rather widely 
spaced. The bark is thick, light grey, scaling irregularly and very finely striate. On 
older branchlets the bark is ash-grey, exfoliating in thin strips. The young shoots are 
very distinctly reddish-velvetty at the growing tips. The slash is rich dark brown.

The species appears to have no close affinity in South Africa.
R. G. S tr e y

STERCULIACEAE 

A N e w  S pec ies o f  H e r m a n n ia

Hermannia muirii Pillans, sp. nov. distinctissima, speciebus stipulis foliaceis 
pertinens.

Frutex effusus 3-5 dm altus; rami sparse hispidi et stellato-pubescentes. Folia 
0.6-1 cm longa oblongo-oblanceolata vel oblonga, integra, sessilia, pilis simplicibus 
vel stellatis ciliata, supra et infra pauce pilis simplicibus munita. Stipula foliis simu- 
lantibus sed 5-8 mm longa. Flores fasciculati, terminales. Pedunculi subsessiles, 3-flori. 
Pedicelli ad 3 mm longi, sparse setosi. Bracteae 0.4-1 cm longae, lineari-lanceolatae 
pilis setaceae simplicibus ciliatae. Calyx 6 mm longus, extus pilis rectis setaceis stellatis,
1-1.5 mm longis paratus; tubus cyathiformis; lobi tubo aequilongi anguste deltoidei, 
acuminati, subacuti, sparse intus pubescentes. Petala 6-7 mm longa, albida, lamina
3.5 mm longa, obovata glabrata; unguis lamina subequilongus, cuneatus basi angus- 
tatus dorsalis partim minute stellato-pubescens. Filamenta 3-3.5 mm longa, oblongo- 
obovata glabrata. Anthera 2 .5 mm longa lanceolata, obtusa, minute ciliata. Ovarium 
ellipticum angulis pilis setaceis, inter angulos pilis brevioribus pubescentibus. Styli 
basi setosi. Capsula 4 mm longa, late elliptica vel subrotunda angulis pilis setaceis, 
inter angulos pilis brevioribus. Semina minute scabrida.

C ape.— Riversdale District, Droogeveldvlakte, Muir 1882 (BOL, holo.; PRE, iso.).

A much branched spreading shrub, 3-5 dm high; stems woody about the base, 
rigidly wiry with spaced long or short stellate or simple hairs. Leaves mostly 0.6-1 cm 
long, oblong-oblanceolate or oblong, shortly acute or obtuse, entire, sessile, ciliate 
with coarse stellate or simple hairs, with a few similar hairs on the dorsal or ventral 
surface. Stipules mostly 5-8 mm long, broadly oblong- or ovate-lanceolate, obtuse or 
subacute, coarsely ciliate. Flowers in dense terminal clusters. Peduncles subsessile, 
usually 3-flowered. Pedicels up to 3 mm long, with dispersed coarse hairs. Bracts 
0 .4-1 cm long, linear-lanceolate, with simple coarse cilia. Calyx 6 mm long, with 
abundance of straight, coarse, pale, stellate hairs 1-1.5 mm long on the outer surface; 
tube cyathiform; lobes as long, narrowly deltoid tapering to a subacute apex, sparsely 
pubescent on the ventral surface. Petals 6-7 mm long, white; limb 3.5 mm long, 
obovate, glabrous; claw almost as long, cuneate, tapered to the base, minutely 
stellate-pubescent behind the upper margins. Filaments 3-3.5 mm long, oblong


