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K. acraea Codd, sp. nov., K. breviflorae Bak. affinis, sed inflorescentiis densioribus, 
bracteis latis ovatis dilTert.

Planta 50-70 cm alta. Folia nervosa, carinata, 50-70 cm longa, 1—1-5 cm lata, 
m argine m inute denticulata. Inflorescentia densa, ovoidea vel subcylindrica, 6-12 cm 
longa, 2 -2 -2 -5  cm lata, gemmis patulis viridi-luteis, floribus m aturis prim um  patulis 
dem um  pendulis luteis. Bracteae latae ovatae, obtusae, 4-5 mm longae, 2 -2 -5  mm 
latae, m inute eroso-denticulatae. Pedicel/i 1-5-2 mm longi. Perianthium breviter 
cylindricum, 8-9 mm longum, 2 mm latum . Stamina 2-3 mm exserta. Stylus 3-4 mm 
exsertus. Fructus non visi. P la te  5.

Type: Cape Province, Cradock District, N ational M ountain  Zebra Park, on top 
o f Bankberg, alt. about 6,000 ft, 6/3/1964, Liebenberg 7120 (PRE, holo.).

Plants in small groups. Leaves about 12 per peduncle, 50-70 cm long and 1-1-5 
cm broad, folded along the m idrib, nerves conspicuous; margin minutely and somewhat 
distantly denticulate, keel sm ooth. Peduncle subequal to the leaves, 50-60 cm long. 
Inflorescence dense, ovoid to subcylindrical, tapering to the apex in the young stage,
6-12 cm long and 2 -2 -2 -5  cm in diam eter; buds greenish-yellow, spreading; m ature 
flowers yellow, at first spreading, later deflexed. Bracts broadly ovate, obtuse, 4-5  mm 
long and 2 -2 -5  mm broad, chartaceous, erect and overlapping the buds in the young 
stage, later reflexed; m argin m inutely erose-denticulate. Pedicels 1*5-2 mm long. 
Perianth shortly cylindrical, not constricted above the ovary, 8-9 mm long, about 2 mm 
wide at the base, widening slightly to 2 -5 -3  mm wide at the m outh ; lobes broadly 
ovate to oblong, rounded to  acute, 1 -5-2 mm long. Stamens exserted by 2-3 mm at 
anthesis. Style  equal to the stamens at anthesis, eventually exserted by 3-4  mm. 
Fruit not seen.

K now n only from  the above gathering, consisting o f 3 specimens, collected on 
top o f the Bankberg, in a seepage area am ong rocks. It is a very distinctive species, 
resembling K. breviflora Harv. ex Bak. in the length and colour of the flowers, but 
its real relationship is not clear.

L. E. C c dd

PO D O C A R PA C EA E

T he  T y p if ic a t io n  of  Po d o c a r p u s  f l o n g a t u s

The taxon was first described by Solander in A iton’s H ortus Kewensis ed. 1, 3: 
415 (1789) as Taxus elongata. It is m entioned that the plant is a native o f the Cape 
o f G ood Hope and  that it was introduced in 1774 by Thom as Lucas.

Two sheets a t the British M useum  (N atural History) were annotated  by Solander 
as Taxus elongata. The first was collected by M asson at the Cape but no exact locality 
or date are indicated. As M asson undertook his last collecting trip at the Cape during 
1774 the specimen could not have been gathered later than that year. M ounted on 
the sheet are two branches with male cones and both represent the Cape plant.

C n  the second sheet three specimens are m ounted, all bearing male cones. One 
o f them  is annotated  by Solander: “ H ort. Dni. Lucas Lee in K ent 1777 ” . (“ D ni.” 
stands for “ Domini ” and Lee is the village in K ent in which the Lucas garden was 
situated). The two other specimens are labelled in a different hand: “  Hort. Dni. 
Salisbury 1785 ” and “ H ort. Dni. Vere in K ensington G ore 1788 ” . These three 
specimens are referable to Podocarpus macrophyllus (Thunb.) D on subsp. maki Sieb., 
an Asiatic species which closely resembles P. elongatus.

Stapf in F lora  Capensis 5, 2 (Suppl.): 8 (1933) cites (am ong others) the M asson 
specimen and  the specimens from  the gardens o f Lucas, Salisbury and Vere as P. 
elongatus. In a typew ritten report on the South A frican species o f Widdringtonia 
and Podocarpus (27/5/1921), he expresses the opinion that the specimen from the garden 
o f  Lucas in the BM is the one tha t Solander described in the H ortus Kewensis.
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It appears, however, that Solander included a mixture in his concept and there 
is no conclusive evidence that his description of Taxus elongata is based solely or even 
mainly on the Lucas specimen. The plant m entioned in the H ortus Kewensis was 
introduced in 1774 whilst the “ Hort. L u c a s” specimen was collected in his garden 
in 1777. As m ost plants were brought to England as seed or cuttings it is unlikely 
th a t a specimen of Podocarpus which was introduced in 1774 could have borne male 
cones in 1777.

The H ortus Kewensis refers to a plant in the Lucas garden which is a native o f  
the Cape of G ood Hope, while the “ H ort. Lucas ” specimen is undoubtedly of Asiatic 
origin. It thus appears that Lucas had both species in his garden. The souice o f the 
Asiatic species is not known but the date 1774 given for the introduction of the Cape 
species points to M asson who sent large botanical collections fiom  the Cape to England 
during that year. Salisbury mentions in a note in BurchelFs M em oranda Botanica 
(M S. in Kew Library) that he had a specimen o f “  Taxus elongata ” growing in his 
garden which M asson had collected at the Cape.

G ray (Journ. Arn. Arb. 34: 166. 1953) pointed out that the specimens from the 
gardens o f Lucas, Salisbury and Vere in the BM do not represent the Cape species 
and  argued that the Lucas specimen can thus not be taken as the type o f Podocarpus 
elongatus. She proposed two “ lectotypes ” : as male type she chose the Thunberg 
specimen in UPS and as female type the Sonnerat specimen in P. Obviously this 
treatm ent cannot be accepted. A part from the fact that a name cannot be typified 
by m ore than one specimen, neither of the specimens chosen by G ray bears Solandefs 
handw riting and it is unlikely that he saw either o f them. Instead, the Masson specimen 
in the BM is proposed as lectotype of the nam e Podocarpus elongatus. The specimen 
was identified by Solander and although no specimens are explicitly mentioned in 
the H ortus Kewensis there is every reason to assume that the author saw it before 
publishing the description. The only alternative lectotype is one of the specimens 
from  the gaidens of Lucas, Salisbury or Vere and this would involve transference of 
the nam e P. elongatus to the Asiatic species presently known as P. macrophyllus subsp. 
maki whilst the Cape plant would require a new name.

I am  grateful to  Dr. L. Codd of the Botanical Research Institute, Pretoria, and to 
M r. A. A. Bullock o f Kew who provided valuable advice.

O.A. L e s t n e r

STERCULIACEAE
A N e w  S pecies  of  D o m beya  a n d  a  N ew  V a r iety  o f  D o m beya  r o t u n d if o l ia

Dombeya autumnalis Verdoorn, sp. nov. D. rotundifolia (Hochst.) Planch, affinis 
sed plantis plerum que fruticosis caulibus gracilioribus, cortice leviore, fioribus et foliis 
plerum que in auctum no coaetaneis, ovario breve stellato-pubescente nunquam setosi 
differt.

Frutex vel arbuscula, 1-6-5 m altus, caulibus pluribus gracilibus ad 5 cm diam., 
cortice leviore. Ramuli graciles, foliati, breve stellato-pubescentes. Folia suborbiculata,
1-5-5 cm longa, 1-5 cm lata, utrinque dense vel sparse stellato-pubescentia, subtiliter 
cienato-dentata, subtus obscure reticulato-nervosa petiolis giacilibus 2-12 cm longis 
stellato-pubescentibus. Cymae in axillis foliorum  super iorum, quam  folia subtendentia 
longiores vel breviores, pedunculis giacilibus c 2-5 cm longis stellato-pubescentibus, 
pedicellis gtacilissimis 1-1-5 cm longis stellato-pubescentibus. Bracteolae lineari- 
naviculares, c. 2-5 mm longae, utrinque stellato-pubescentes. Calyx basi rotundatus 
obtusus, 0-5 mm connatus. lobis reflexis c. 4 mm longis 2 mm latis, extus stellato- 
pubescentibus. Petala alba, c 7 mm longa, 5 mm lata, persistentia. Stamina basi


