
T he Identity of Bulbinella carnosa

The South African species of Bulbinella are confined to the south-western Cape, 
An exception appeared to be B. carnosa (Bak.) Bak. which was originally described 
as Anthericum carnosum Bak. (Journ. Linn. Soc. (Bot.) 15 : 296, 1876) but which he 
subsequently transferred to Bulbinella (FI. Cap. 6 : 358, 1896). It was based on a 
specimen collected by Gerrard & McKen 1890 (K, holo., NH) from Natal, from damp 
rocks between the rivers Umzinto and Ifafa.

I regard these binomials as synonyms of Ornithogalum paludosum Bak. (J. Bot., 
Lond. 12 : 366, 1874), a species which at times forms an atypical rootsystem. Possibly 
due to a marshy habitat no firm bulb is formed, only a scaly swollen base.

Other synonyms include O. gracilentum Bak. (1897), O. ebulbe Schltr. (1907) and 
Anthericum quadrifidum Poelln. (1942).

Bulbinella burkei Benth., which is also recorded from the summer rainfall area 
in the Flora Capensis, has been transferred to Trachyandra burkei (Benth.) Oberm. 
(Bothalia 7 : 721, 1962).

A. A. O bermeyer

T he Identity of F ritillaria nana

In Baileya 13 : 7 (1965) Ingram made the combination Whiteheadia nana based 
on Fritillaria nana Burm.f. (^Prodr. FI. Cap. 9, 1768). This name has priority over 
Whiteheadia bifolia (Jacq.) Bak. (J. Linn. Soc. (Bot.) 13 : 226, 1873) since the latter 
is based on Eucomis bifolia Jacq. (Collect. 4 : 215, 1790). The type of the Burmann 
species (Plate 4) was kindly sent on loan to me by the Director of the Delessert Her­
barium, Geneva. I was thus able to establish that it is a species of Eucomis and not 
Whiteheadia. Therefore the solitary Whiteheadia species retains the binomial W. 
bifolia (Jacq.) Bak., while Fritillaria nana was correctly placed under Eucomis by 
L’Heritier as E. nana (Burm.f.) L’Herit.

A. A. Obermeyer

MELASTOMACEAE

While naming a specimen from Port Shepstone, Natal {Strey 5888), it was noted 
that Memecylon australe Gilg & Schltr. in Bot. Jahrb. 40: 94 (1908), from Natal, 
appears to be the same species as M. grandiflorum R. & A. Fernandes in Bol. Soc. 
Brot. 29 : 63 (1955), based on Galpin 9568 from the Lusikisiki district. It so happens 
that the former name is an illegitimate homonym, being antedated by M. australe
F. Muell. ex Triana (1871) and M. australe C. Moore (1893), thus M. grandiflorum 
R. & A. Fernandes is the correct name for the species when the two entities are brought 
together in one circumscription.

In this species it is found that the leaves vary from rotund (as described by R. 
& A. Fernandes) to broadly elliptical, acute at apex and cuneate at the base (as described 
by Gilg and Schlechter).

H. Badenhorst

RUBIACEAE

A N ew  Species of C anthium

Canthium suberosum Codd, sp. nov., a C. ventoso (L.) S. Moore foliis ellipticis 
vel oblanceolatis, inflorescentiis subsessilibus differt.

Frutex vel arbuscula 3-6 m alta omnino glaber, inermis; ramuli ad nodos incras- 
sati; cortex demum suberosus. Folia opposita, 2-4 mm longe petiolata, glauca, 
coriacea, elliptica vel oblanceolata, 3*5-7 cm longa, 1-4-3-5 cm lata, integra, basi
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