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margins in the upper half, awned from between the lobes; awn slender, 10-15 mm long; 
palea absent. Pedicelled sp ikelets  8-9 mm long, lanceolate. Glumes unequal; lower
8-9 mm long, lanceolate, chartaceous, keeled, keels and margins pilose, 11-nerved with 
the nerves grouped together, one group of 3 in the middle and 2 marginal groups 
of 4 each, with 2 grooves and 5-12 variably shaped, shallow pits on the back, midnerve 
excurrent into a very short bristle or apex acute; upper about 8 mm long, lanceolate, 
membranous, 3-5-nerved, obscurely winged, pilose along the margins, apex acuminate. 
Lower floret reduced to the 7 mm long lemma; lemma hyaline, obscurely 2-nerved, 
pilose along the margins; palea absent. Upper floret male; lemma about 4-5 mm 
long, hyaline, nerveless, pilose along the margins, apex emarginate; palea absent. 
Anthers linear, up to 4 mm long.

Andropogon lacunosus is apparently a rare species which has so far been found only 
in the north-eastern and eastern Transvaal where it occurs in vleis and near streams, 
usually in sandy soils, at altitudes ranging between 4,700-6,800 ft. It is allied to 
Andropogon pratensis  Hochst. ex Hack., recorded from the Nile land and central east 
Africa also at high altitudes (7,200-9,300 ft.). Mr de Winter, when comparing 
A. lacunosus with other species of Andropogon  at Kew found that it is unique in the 
genus because of  the shallow, variably shaped pits on the lower glumes of  both the 
sessile and pedicelled spikelets.

J. G. A n d e r s o n

HIPPOCRATEACEAE
Salacia wardii Verdoorn , sp. nov., S. gerrardii Harv. ex Sprague affinis, sed habitu, 
foliis tenuioribus, gradatim acuminatis, costis lateralibus vix prominentibus, mar- 
ginibus integris vel obscure denticulatis, floribus minoribus (alabastris ad 2 m m  non 
4 mm longis) diflert.

Arbuscula vel suffrutex, nonnunquam  scandens. Folia opposita vel subopposita 
elliptica, basi cuneata, gradatim acuminata, 4-9 cm longa, 1-5-3-6  cm lata; costae 
laterales vix prominentes; margines integri vel obscure denticulati; petioli 3-7 m m  
longi. Flores pluri axillares fasciculati; alabastra ad 2 m m  longa; pedicelli graciles,
2-9 m m  longi. C alyx  4-5 lobatus; lobi ad 1 mm longi, c 1-5 m m  lati, interiores 
latiores, nonnuquam  minute ciliolatis. Petala  4-5-6, oblonga, ad 3 m m  longa, 2-5 m m  
lata, imbricata, deinde patentia, marginibus revolutis apicibus rotundatis minute cilio­
latis. Discus crassus, 1 m m  altus. Stam ina 3, c 1-5 m m  longa; filamenta linearia 
primus erecta deinde valde reflexa; antherae thecis subdivergentibus confluentibus. 
Ovarium  3-loculatum, in disco partim immersum, apice in stylo breve attenuatum ; ovula 
c 2 p ro  loculo. Fructus subglobosus c 1 - 5 cm diam.

N a t a l . — Hlabisa: False Bay Park, W ard  3837 (PRE, holo.); 3855; False Bay area 
Gerstner 4957; 5239; Ward2>\\Q. U bom bo: Mkuzi, Guy 84; Masinga, Tinley 602.

Mr. W ard writes as follows about this species: “  A small, slender tree or shrub up to 
approximately 9 ft. in height, often exhibiting a scandent habit; common in Sand 
Forest, sometimes occurring as the dominant in the shrub layer ” . According to his 
present observations he states further, that,  where the forest is short and the soil very 
sandy, this plant occurs as a small tree or shrub with a single main stem; but where the 
forest is taller (25 to 55 ft.) the plant may develop a scandent habit and although common 
does not exhibit quite the same dominance as in the shorter forest.

Among the South African species o f  Salacia, S. wardii is nearest to S. gerrardii Harv. 
ex Sprague. In nature they are distinguished mainly by the habit and habitat. S. 
gerrardii is a robust climber found in forests at an altitude o f  about 1,500 ft. in Natal and 
the eastern Cape, bordering on Natal, while S. wardii, so far recorded only from Zulu- 
land, is usually a small tree and occurs in Sand Forest at lower altitudes (300 ft. or less).
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Differences that can be seen on herbarium specimens are that the leaves in S. wardii are of 
a thinner texture, elliptic instead o f  oblong and gradually narrowing towards the apex; 
the margins are entire or obscurely dentate as opposed to the obtusely serrate-dentate 
margins of  5. gerrardii', and the veins are not as conspicuous or prominent as those of
S. gerrardii. The species is named in honour of  Mr. C. J. Ward. Ecologist, Natal Parks 
Board. It is one of several novelties collected by him in northern Zululand.

Small tree or shrub, sometimes scandent. Leaves opposite or subopposite, more or 
less elliptic, cuneate at the base, sometimes broadly so, and gradually narrowing to the 
apex, 4-9 cm long, 1-5-3-6 cm broad, veins scarcely prominent, margins entire or 
obscurely dentate; petiole 3-7 mm long. Flowers several to many in axillary fascicles; 
buds up to about 2 mm long; pedicels slender, 2-9 mm long. C alyx  4 -5 -lobed ; lobes 
up to 1 mm long, about 1 -5 m m  broad, the inner broader, sometimes minutely ciliate. 
Petals 4 or 5. rarely 6, oblong, up to 3 mm long and 2 ■ 5 mm broad, imbricate, ultimately 
spreading with the margins revolute, apex rounded, sometimes minutely ciliate. Disc 
thick about 1 mm high. Stam ens 3, about 1 • 5 mm long; filaments linear, erect at first, 
becoming strongly reflexed; anthers with the cells sub-divergent, confluent. O vary  5- 
celled, partly sunken in the disc, attenuated at the apex into a short style; ovules about 2 
to a cell. Fruit subglobose. about 1 - 5 cm diam., reddish brown when ripe.

I. C. V e r d o o r n .

IRIDACEAE

Watsonia latifolia Oberm. sp. nov., W. merianae Mill, affinis sed foliis latioribus floribus 
maioribus differt.

Cormus crassus fibrosus. Folia lanceolata vel lineari-lanceolata ad 70 cm longa ca
4-8 cm lata margine et nervis nec incrassatis. Spica  simplex multiflora, spathae exteriore
2 cm longae amplexicaulae; perianthium rubrum curvatum tubo basi angusto superiore 
ampliore.

N a t a l . —Ngotshe district: near Ngome at the foot o f  bare granite slopes, in pockets 
o f  loose soil, in clumps, C odd  & Robertson  6403 (PRE. holo., K. SRGH. iso.). Utrecht 
district: Donkerhoek, hillsides amongst rocks, sometimes seen in large colonies. Devenish 
545 (PRE).
S w a z i l a n d .— Mbabane, Nicholson  (PRE. 17691).
T r a n s v a a l .—Carolina, 4 }  m. S.E. o f  The Brook, in rock crevices, C odd  9497 (PRE). 
Govt. Forestry Station near Vossmann's  Beacon. M entzel (PRE).

Plants 70-100 cm tall, gregarious. Conn  thick about 6 cm in diam. covered with 
coarse fibres. Leaves 5-7 distichous, linear-lanceolate to lanceolate, 30-70 cm long, 
4 cm wide or more, apex acute, base narrowed, sheathing, lamina flat, thin, fairly soft in 
texture, yellow-green, nerves and margin yellow, thin, not raised. Spike  about 35 cm 
tall, simple, overtopping the leaves, many-flowered; the flowers situated fairly far apart; 
scape bracteate, sturdy; outer spathe valve ovate, about 2 cm long, apex acute, base 
amplexicaul; 2 inner lateral valves slightly smaller and narrower. Perianth red, curved,
6-8 cm long; tube with a basal erect narrow part about 2 cm long and a widened and 
arched part above it (where it is exserted from the spathe valves) about 2 - 5 cm long and 
8 mm wide; lobes ascending or semi-spreading, lanceolate, about 2 cm long, apex 
apiculate; stamens situated dorsally with the filaments attached to the tube where it 
becomes wider, decurrent; anthers 8 mm long, attached near the base; the locules 
diverging below, reaching to the tips o f  the perianth lobes above; ovary with 8 biseriate 
ovules situated in the lower half o f  the locule; style filiform, stigmas bifid, fimbriate, 
falcate, overtopping the anthers when mature. Capsule and seeds not seen.


