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ASCLEPIADACEAE

Ceropegia estelleana R. A. Dyer, sp. nov., C.fim briatae E. Mey. affinis, sed floribus 
majoribus, corallae lobis supra medium margine pilis clavatis vibratilis pendulis indutis 
differt.

Herba perennis tenuis glabra sparse ramosa tortulosa radicibus fusiformibus. 
Folia minima lineari-lanceolata usque 5 mm longa, 1 mm lata. Pedunculus 1-2-florus, 
pedicellis circiter 1 cm longis. Sepala lineari-lanceolata 5-6 mm longa. Corolla 
curvata glabra 5-7 cm longa; tubus 4 • 5-5 • 5 cm longus, basi 1 cm diam. ovoideo-inflatus, 
intus papillosus deinde 3 mm diam. superne sensim in fauce 1*5 cm diam. ampliatus; 
lobi unguiculati 4 mm lati, 4-5 mm longi, superne in umbraculum 1*3-1-5 cm diam. 
connati marginibus pilis clavatis vibratilis pendulis ciliatis. Coronae exterioris lobi
3 mm longi ad basin versus anguste bilobulati; coronae interioris lobi incumbenti- 
erecti 3 mm longi.

C a p e .—Albany: Queens Pass in Fish River Valley, karroid scrub, Bayliss 1114, cult. 
PRE, holotype.

Perennial succulent herb with fusiform roots. Stem slender, up to about 3 ft. 
tall, somewhat twining and moderately branched. Leaves rudimentary, linear-lanceolate, 
up to 5 mm long and 1 mm broad. Flowers 1-2 from each rudimentary peduncle, 
developed successively on pedicels about 1 cm long. Calyx divided to base with sepals 
linear-lanceolate, 5-6 mm long. Corolla glabrous, about 6 cm long with light green 
inflated base 1*25-1-3 cm long, 1 cm diam.; tube green at first turning white with 
green veins, 3 mm diam. at base, gradually expanded to 1 *5 cm diam., slightly incurved 
at mouth and with a minute lobe in the sinuses between the main lobes; lobes narrow 
in basal 4 mm with incurved margin, expanded in upper portion with long pendulous 
clavate-vibratile hairs, then united for apical 7 mm into a parachute-like canopy 1 • 7 cm 
diam. Corona purple arising about 1 mm above base of staminal column; outer 
lobes about 3 mm long, erect, divided almost to base into two slender lobes with only 
the tips slightly diverging; inner lobes about 3 mm long, incumbent-erect and diverging 
above.

This species is named after Mrs. Estelle Bayliss, an ardent and successful collector 
of Ceropegia plants, who kindly supplied field notes to the following effect: The 
plants were collected in xerophytic bush off the road from Grahamstown to Fort 
Beaufort in the Fish River Valley at an altitude of 2,400 ft. The area is rocky with 
outcrops of sandstone and shale and supports a predominately succulent or semi
succulent flora in which species of Euphorbia and Aloe are conspicuous. Three other 
species of Ceropegia have been collected in the same area; C. ampliata E. Mey., C. 
carnosa E. Mey. and C. stapeliiformis Haw. It seems likely that the present species 
has remained undetected for so long because of its close resemblance to Cynanchum 
tetrapterum  (Turcz) R. A. Dyer (= C . sarcostemmatoides K. Schum.) with which it 
was srowine on the occassion of its discovery.

R. A. D y e r .

CAMPANULACEAE

Wahlenbergia monotropa Killick, sp. nov. distincta, nulla affinitate manifesta 
obvia.

Herba erecta, 4-12 cm alta, simplex vel basi ramosa, caule scabrido. Filia alternata; 
superiora oblanceolata, 5-8 mm longa, 0*5 mm lata, integra vel interdum 1-dentata; 
inferiora obovata, 4-5 mm longa, 1-3 mm lata, integra vel 1-dentata. Flores terminales, 
solitarii, subsessiles, caerulescentes. Calycis tubus obconicus, 1*25 mm longus; lobi 
subulati, 2*5 mm longi, marginibus puberulis. Corolla subcampanulata, tubo 2*5
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mm longo; lobi tubo aequilongi, acuto-rotundati, apice nonnihil cucullati. Stamina 5; 
filamenta basi lanceolato-oblonga pilosa, 1-5 mm longa; antherae 1 mm longae. 
Ovarium 3-loculare, ovulis numerosis. Stigma 3-fidum, lobis linearibus recurvatis.

B a s u t o l a n d .—Drakensberg Area: in alpine grassveld between Indumeni Dome and 
Cleft Peak, 9,800 feet, Killick 2334 (PRE, holotype).

Erect herb, 4-12 cm high, simple or branched at the base, stems scabrid. Leaves 
alternate; upper oblanceolate, 5-8 mm long, 0-5 mm wide, entire or sometimes
1-toothed; lower obovate, 4-5 mm long, 1-3 mm wide, entire or 1-toothed. Flowers 
terminal, solitary, subsessile, pale blue. Calyx tube obconical, 1-25 mm long; lobes
2-5 mm long, margin puberulous. Corolla subcampanulate; tube 2-5 mm long, 
lobes equalling the tube in length, acute-round, apex somewhat cucullate. Stamens 5; 
filaments lanceolate-oblong at the base, 1-5 mm long; anthers 1 mm long. Ovary
3-locular, with numerous ovules. Stigma 3-fid. lobes linear recurved.

This is yet another new species from the summit of the Drakensberg between 
Indumeni Dome and Cleft Peak: since 1954 ten new species from this area have been 
described in Bothalia and elsewhere. Wahlenbergia monotropa is an inconspicuous 
constituent of alpine grassland at 9,800 feet and flowers in February.

The affinites of W. monotropa are not obvious and it is difficult to assign this species 
to any of von Brehmer’s sections in his treatment of Wahlenbergia in Engl. Bot. Jahrb. 
53 (1915). The epithet monotropa refers to the apparently isolated taxonomic position 
of the species.

D. J. B. K il l ic k

CAPPARIDACEAE

A N o t e  o n  C a p p a r i s  t r a n s v a a l e n s i s  S c h i n z

Recently a few specimens of Capparis were sent from the National Herbarium 
for checking. In order to name them I had to get some type specimens on loan from 
Berlin. After comparing the material in Kew Herbarium with the types, I came to 
the conclusion that six of the species recognized by Gilg and Benedict in their mono
graph of the family were conspecific. There seemed to be three recognizable varieties 
apart from some intermediate specimens. Dr. Codd. after studying the material in 
Pretoria, came to the conclusion that only two varieties are worth upholding, one of 
them rather variable.

Capparis transvaalensis Schinz in Vjschr. Naturf. Ges. Zurich 57: 556 (1912). 
Type: Transvaal Mailaskop, Schlechter 4510 (B, iso.!).

var. transvaalensis.

Branches shortly grey-tomentose; leaves elliptic-lanceolate to ovate, mostly 
dark-green; sepals 5-7 mm long; stamens 18-21.

Recorded from the northern and eastern Transvaal. Swaziland, and Portuguese 
East Africa.

var. calvescens (Gilg & Bened.) Marais, stat. nov.
Capparis calvescens Gilg & Bened. in Bot. Jahrb. 53: 195 (1915). Type: Natal, Tugela, 
Wood 8472 (B, holo.!). C. schlechteri Schinz, op. cit.: 555 (1912). Type: Cape, 
Tsitsa River, Schlechter 6385 (B, iso.!). C. flanaganii Gilg & Bened., op. cit.: 197 
(1915). Type: Cape, Komga, Flanagan 809 (B, holo.!). C. rudatisii Gilg & Bened., 
op. cit.: 198 (1915). Types: Natal, Port Shepstone, Friedenau, Rudatis 1388 (K, 
iso.!); Weenen, Wood 4438 (K, iso.!).


