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mm longo; lobi tubo aequilongi, acuto-rotundati, apice nonnihil cucullati. Stamina 5; 
filamenta basi lanceolato-oblonga pilosa, 1-5 mm longa; antherae 1 mm longae. 
Ovarium 3-loculare, ovulis numerosis. Stigma 3-fidum, lobis linearibus recurvatis.

B a s u t o l a n d .—Drakensberg Area: in alpine grassveld between Indumeni Dome and 
Cleft Peak, 9,800 feet, Killick 2334 (PRE, holotype).

Erect herb, 4-12 cm high, simple or branched at the base, stems scabrid. Leaves 
alternate; upper oblanceolate, 5-8 mm long, 0-5 mm wide, entire or sometimes
1-toothed; lower obovate, 4-5 mm long, 1-3 mm wide, entire or 1-toothed. Flowers 
terminal, solitary, subsessile, pale blue. Calyx tube obconical, 1-25 mm long; lobes
2-5 mm long, margin puberulous. Corolla subcampanulate; tube 2-5 mm long, 
lobes equalling the tube in length, acute-round, apex somewhat cucullate. Stamens 5; 
filaments lanceolate-oblong at the base, 1-5 mm long; anthers 1 mm long. Ovary
3-locular, with numerous ovules. Stigma 3-fid. lobes linear recurved.

This is yet another new species from the summit of the Drakensberg between 
Indumeni Dome and Cleft Peak: since 1954 ten new species from this area have been 
described in Bothalia and elsewhere. Wahlenbergia monotropa is an inconspicuous 
constituent of alpine grassland at 9,800 feet and flowers in February.

The affinites of W. monotropa are not obvious and it is difficult to assign this species 
to any of von Brehmer’s sections in his treatment of Wahlenbergia in Engl. Bot. Jahrb. 
53 (1915). The epithet monotropa refers to the apparently isolated taxonomic position 
of the species.

D. J. B. K il l ic k

CAPPARIDACEAE

A N o t e  o n  C a p p a r i s  t r a n s v a a l e n s i s  S c h i n z

Recently a few specimens of Capparis were sent from the National Herbarium 
for checking. In order to name them I had to get some type specimens on loan from 
Berlin. After comparing the material in Kew Herbarium with the types, I came to 
the conclusion that six of the species recognized by Gilg and Benedict in their mono­
graph of the family were conspecific. There seemed to be three recognizable varieties 
apart from some intermediate specimens. Dr. Codd. after studying the material in 
Pretoria, came to the conclusion that only two varieties are worth upholding, one of 
them rather variable.

Capparis transvaalensis Schinz in Vjschr. Naturf. Ges. Zurich 57: 556 (1912). 
Type: Transvaal Mailaskop, Schlechter 4510 (B, iso.!).

var. transvaalensis.

Branches shortly grey-tomentose; leaves elliptic-lanceolate to ovate, mostly 
dark-green; sepals 5-7 mm long; stamens 18-21.

Recorded from the northern and eastern Transvaal. Swaziland, and Portuguese 
East Africa.

var. calvescens (Gilg & Bened.) Marais, stat. nov.
Capparis calvescens Gilg & Bened. in Bot. Jahrb. 53: 195 (1915). Type: Natal, Tugela, 
Wood 8472 (B, holo.!). C. schlechteri Schinz, op. cit.: 555 (1912). Type: Cape, 
Tsitsa River, Schlechter 6385 (B, iso.!). C. flanaganii Gilg & Bened., op. cit.: 197 
(1915). Type: Cape, Komga, Flanagan 809 (B, holo.!). C. rudatisii Gilg & Bened., 
op. cit.: 198 (1915). Types: Natal, Port Shepstone, Friedenau, Rudatis 1388 (K, 
iso.!); Weenen, Wood 4438 (K, iso.!).
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Branches soon becoming glabrous, often yellow-green; leaves narrowly elliptic 
to broadly ovate, often drying yellow-green; sepals 4-5 mm long; stamens 5-14.

Recorded from the eastern Cape, Transkei and Natal.

From northern Natal, Zululand and Swaziland there are some specimens which 
agree well with var. transvaalensis except for the number of stamens which varies from 
8-15.

C. solatioides Gilg & Bened., op. c it.: 197 (1915), based on a Medley Wood 
specimen from Little Noodsberg, belongs to this species, but the holotype is too poor 
to assign to either variety.

The specimens from Portuguese East Africa, which are given as C. rudatisii in 
Flora Zambesiaca, have more than 20 stamens per flower, not c.8 as stated in the 
description, and belong to  var. transvaalensis.

W . M a r a is

CRUCIFERAE

N o t e s  o n  t h e  G e n u s  H e l io p h il a

My study of the genus Heliophila at the Kew Herbarium has shown the necessity 
for several nomenclatural changes and the description of a new species. I wish to 
thank the Director of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew, for the facilities afforded me 
to carry out the work and I thank also Directors of other institutions who have sent 
material on loan.

Heliophila minima (Stephens) M arais, comb. nov.
Cleome minima Stephens in Ann. S. Afr. Mus. 9: 35 (1921).
H. pearsonii Schulz in Bot. Arch. 31: 528 (1931). H. pearsonii var. prageri Schulz,
I.e. H. pearsonii var. edentata Hainz in M itt. Bot. Staatss. Munchen 2, 11: 39 (1954).
H. smithii Schulz in Notizbl. Bot. G art. Berl. 11: 227 (1931).

Heliophila scoparia Burch, ex D C ., Syst. 2: 693 (1821). 

var. scoparia.

Stems and leaves, though ridged or wrinkled when dry, mostly quite smooth; 
flowers described as purple, pale lilac, pale mauve or pink; ovules 24-36. Flowering 
period mainly from June to July.

var. aspera (Schltr.) M arais, stat. nov.
Heliophila aspera Schltr. in Bot. Jahrb. 49: 410 (1913).

Stems and leaves muricately striate or papillate-denticulate; flowers white, produced 
from November to February; ovules 10-16. Intermediate specimens between the two 
varieties do occur.

Heliophila seselifolia Burch. ex D C ., op. cit.: 684.

De Candolle cites two specimens, Burchell 1318 and 1391. His diagnosis agrees 
completely with No. 1318. Burchell 1391 is H. crithmifolia Willd. I take the specimen 
of Burchell 1318 in the Kew Herbarium as lectotype.

var. seselifolia.

Petals each with a small appendage at the base, and each of the two short filaments 
with a large appendage.


