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% MolHaT hom rRANgVRALCM
By Prof. Dr. W. Robyns, Brussels (Belgium).

The genus Pachystigma has itg centre of diEﬁ]ersion in South Africa. Of the ten_kpown
SPECIEs, on%,tw(j) are'to be found in S uhhern odesia : P. rhodesianum (S. Moore) Ropyns,
which, 1s limited to that country and the very Sporsonous P. pygmaeum (Schlecht) Robgns,
a native of South Africa but éxtending into” Southern Rhodésia.

. Several s ﬁmes show that uffwtescent habit which is o coeronLy Jn%t V\gthl Squth
Africa,* but others are dwart shrublets or erect and more or less brancfied shrubs of 2-4 m.
hl%h, as P. Bowker] Robyns and P. macrocalyx Robyns. The second species is erhaPs
the most variable of the whole rou_@ In Its vegetative characters as a result of response to
local conditions. Amongst rocks, It shows tfie awarf squat habit with short internodes
and small subtomentose more or less fulvous leaves (forma rup|colag, whereas on the edge
of forests, it develops info a much branched shrub with elongated internodes and large
Puberulous green leaves (forma silvicola). — The extreme forms of this species |ook so dif-
_ant that one may easﬂP/ be inclined 'to consider them as two distinct s_Peues, but the
Ifferences seem to "be only of degree, no qualitative characters being available.

The new, species from Northern Transvaal escnbeﬁi here tnrng the courtesy of

Dr. E. P. Phillips, Princi ?I Botanist, Pretoria, who kind ?/ sent the hérbarium speciens

for examinatjon. to Brussels, I, accordlnﬂ to the collffcto s label, a small tree of apout

|50 r%'clls felgtg nigh,  Its affinities are with P. macrocalyx on account of the habjt and the
yX

es. ~ It may be incorporated in the key I have published in 1928f as follows —

Folia ufrinque tomentosa Vel rarius dense appresse pilosa ; alabastra ut
calycis lobi pubescentia :

Folia anguste elliptica, tantum usque ad 1 cm. lata ; cymae distincte
pedunculatae, peduncug 3-5 mm. attingente : .
Frutices nani; folia 3 ¢m. longa et 1cm, lata, cyanescentia pilo-
saque ; cymae 3-5-florae ; carI%ms lobi lineares, vix tertiam
partem superiorem alanastrorum attingentes...........mewweenen coeruleum
Arbores nParw, breviter ramosi; folia usque aﬁ 1-7 ¢m. longa et
0-8 cm. lata, cinereo-tomentella ; cymae 3-tlorae ; calycis lobi
anguste elliptic! et alabastra plus minusve aequantes............. trijlorum

Folia rotundata, ovato-rotundata. vel . elliptico-rotundata, semper
ultra 1 cm. lata ; flores subfasciculati. vel rarius ad. ¢ maf brevi-
gendunculats referentes ; calycis lobi lineari-obtusi ét alabastra
BQUANTES VEI SUPBTANTES...ocvvivrvvsssvesssmssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssssnes macrocalyx

*¢f._J. Burtt Davy,—The suffr tes&ent habit as an adaptation toenvironment. Journ. of
Ecology, X, p."211 et sqq. (1922).

f W_Robyns—Tentame nographiae Vangueriae Generumque affinium. Bull Jard. Bot. Etat
RO T T Ren gHignoura ’ L



184

. Pachystigma triflorum Robyns sp. nav., ex aflinitate P. macrocalycis, sed habitu, foliis
elliptieis raufto minoribus et calycis lobis ellipticis primo visu distiDetum.

Arbor Parva, secungum collectores + 5 m. alta, multo sed brevjter divaricate ramosa_;
rami ramu |(i_ue opgosm, cg/,h,ndr_acel, cortice cinereo Interdum subdeciduo obtecti, glabri:
ramuli navelli breves, oppositi, divaricatl, teretes, internadiis brevibus vel usque ad 6-8 mm.
attmgentlbus _dense_ cinereo-tomentell. Stipulag subherbaceae, brevissime vaginato-
connatae, subito 0-5-2 m. longe filiformi-subulatae, omnino cinereo-tomente|lae, vix
scariosae et demum deciduae. . Folia ad nodos ramorum hornotinorym ogposna, Mox
decidua, breviter petiolata, Petl,olo 115 mm., attm(t;ente et griseo-toinentello ; laminae
rigide herbaceae, anguste. ellipticae, basi breviter attenuatae, apice plus minusve late
obtusae, statu Slﬁfo ma gilmbus saeCpT recurvatis, 1-1 -7 cm. Iongae et 0-5-0 -8 cm. latae,
utringue tomentellae sed leviter discolores, agma_sugerlore levitér glaucescentes at pagma
Inferiore cinerascentes, costa media pagina inferiore distincte prominente, costis secun-
dariis mconsplcms. Cymae as podos ramorum annotinorum plerumque defoliatorum
m_;ertae, lerumque ? Posnge, d|v?r|catae, simplices, ty[p|ce triflorag sed saepe abortu
oiflorae vel etjam’ unitlorae, bracteolatae, omnno cinereo-tomentellag, n tot? 1-5-1 78 cm,
attingentes, distincte pedunculatae, pedunculo crassiusculo, et 3 mm. longa. Flores
mediocres, 3 mm. Ionﬁe_ fedIC?”atl' %I_abastra oblonga, distincte apiculata, circa 6-7 mm.
I?n a et dense pubescerttia ; calycis Jobi sub anthesin’ plus minusv lJoatentent,es, angzuste
elliptici, apice obtust, 6 mm. longi, utrinque tomentelli; corgllae tubds cylindricus, £2-5
mm. longus, extus dense pubestens, intus medio annulo pilorum reflexorum instructus,
lobi lanceolati, appiculati, T4 mm*|ongi quorum 1-5 mm. prp apiculis, extus breviter
[l)ubescentes et intus carnosuli; ,?,nther e. subsessiles, lanceolatae, breviter aJJmuIatae,
-5 mm. attingentes '_St¥|US ?ram IS, ¢ basi sensim attenuates, 1 4'5 mm. altus ; stigma
cylindricum, apice distincte 5-fobatum, irregulariter costatum, A 1 mm® Iongum + discus
annularis, g,laber; ovarium hemisphericum,” £ 1 mm. altum, tomentellum &t 5-loculare.
Fructus 0pe icello elongato sufEuIt_us,_gIobosus, apice cal ?IS lobis auctis coronatus, i 6 mm.
diametro (an maturus ?), sicco nigricans, sparse puberulus, 5-pyrenus.

south africa.—NOrth-Transvaal: Waterber%, Olifant’s_Poort, at o miles north of
Nylstroom, in bush on, rocky kop{e, rare, tree of about s m., flowers pale greenish yellow,
Décember, 1034, Galpin, 13108 (gpﬂus ro,nferus() Werb. Pretor. et Herb."Brux.);” Zout-
antsbegg Range, January, 1925, Smuts, In Nat. Herb., 19706 (tvpue fructiferus) (Herb.
retor.).

Observation—This new species can easily be distinguished b¥ the xerophytic habit,
Ei;? asllg écsoloured leaves, the typical 3-flowered cymes and the torm and length of the
yx-lobes.



