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THREE SPECIES OF STRYCHNOS WITH 1- SEEDED FRUITS.

by
|. C. Verdoorn.

When namrnlgr sPecrmens of Strfychnos with 1seeded fruits ( arely Zseededr? sent in
b Mr W. E. Marriott of Durban, a few interesting points came to | gt Asaco sequence

r}ow possible to deérne the three specres conc med morF compl }/ The sp ecrmeng
ere frees marge Nos. 1, 11 and IV. wsﬁ1 onlg rirtrn aferial was sent?
owerﬁ N? | and |l were recerve |later when they Oeveloped In November. Untor-
tunately the flowers of No. IV were not obtained.

In srfecrmen 0, | ? the Ieaves arﬁ up to  6cm. Ion ang2-5-3 ¢ wre more
?r Iessle brougdsf? |tt e(r)r ateree ﬁntn tub%slhoré Start ee bagg Iryselen qhra edo%
a co?feqeb r%erng deepVy c anngled down gneg ea rounded on the ot o P

Specimen No. 11 (Fig. 2) has leaves up to 4-2 ¢ Ion and 2-5 ¢ brod more or
#ess ogovate uds oPr(n] e%r nth-tu pas long a Bnrre E lobes strnctil bearrf c?
ru!)t light green to eIowdr reddish, oTQg or%1 0se o§ ique at t ebase eed oblong
globose, slightly compressed, not channelled down one side.

ecimen No. IV (Fig. 3) has leaves 4-6 cm, In and. 2-3-5_cm. broad, ovate, long
acumrﬁate rrr]JINng0 an$1g 3 mrsdr?b pper sur acge shiny; frurpt gfobose cﬁstrnctq
stipitate ; seed globose, srgh ly compressed &Iowers not seen).

This glant with the stipitate fruit and the long-acuminate, folded leaves did not agree
with the Qescription of any known South African”species.

Wrth re{gard to No. | aafar as t he Ieaves a{rd flowers Were concerne |¥] Eegr
J—Iennr gsrr as%crrbe In F Vo é) q1 1909).The ‘see however IS
ere escribe 8 0Se qQr ovord ) wh reas the Coffee- Pe n |he see ff]\r Is ver
Istinctive. Lu ate thrs orn ihe S ecr H]S I %I Afrrf erbarra were
examined, |s showed that | eves fowe uits ¢ aracterrstrc 0 No are_ always
correlated with t h coffee-hean shaped ?f . uc sg Cl ens were usual |ent’] led as
Hennin sh ISS ecies was o 1ging Yndesc[]f)ed ea characters on F tP/rP
sgecrmen ouse e Berlin He arru earc mg other botanica Irtera re
rmen{ron of th es ecres it was found In Wood C?Nata Plants and Sim’s F?rests and Forest
Flora of the Cape Colony. In the former the description and drawing of leaves, flowers
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Fig. 1—Strychnos Henningsii Gilg (Marriott I).
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BETTY CONNELL.
Fig. 3.—Strychnos micans Sp. Moore (Marriott IV).



587

an rujts re oeassocrae with the coffe- eanse e seed itself is not figured bu
f th ted with the coffe-b d. , The seed itself is not fi bt
escripe %o Qse " and a note added that onylfrurt ha been seen In the [atter
prn]bhcatron for t e first Hme the %haractens IC Seed was clear] ﬁr?lhr %nd descnbﬁ

e figure agr a 50 rn e other ¢ ara?ters assocrateda ove with_suc see? From this
It was concu e é éh %descn ption of the seed 0 dHennrn%sn In the Flora Capensis
was Inaccurate and that the error was repeate by J. Medley-Wood

h}e aterial of N | was later takeﬂ to the Roya# otanic Gar%ens Kew and there
hroon ecourtenY q Irector and eDrrecto o e Botanisc Tf Museum. Berlin
E atena o S. engrn st G q eay spegrmens collected at Dur an
was borrowed D Schweicker tanis ?r South Africa at Kew, exam ne

ity Sttnnrar@rtat i R el el il

seeo_? ut wer on ar e, He atc e o two eav(fs onte Marriott specimens
th those of Beyn | (1e o of G ilg's synt e%Fand on Wood 6672, wh |c 152 du Ejrcate of
in Natal Pans Dr, Sc welcke t wrote

tesa{) cimen M W (od escnbe and fidure
eaves marked a, b an an exce lent atc 0 tose n Beyrich 1. He noted too
that on Bachmann} 45 (the other snt te cg ector IVes natre name
“Umnonono ” fo[ e free and it is he sa a (p lone Medley- The leaves
bern? on the whole larger can probabyb ef< aine Xtherr havrn'g Reen %ollected when
the trees were not in flower or fruit: “such leaves often being larger than those found on

flowenn% or frurtrnrge branches, Thus Marriot 1 can now be “named Strychnos Henningsii
Gllg with some degree of certainty.

ega h? Marriott No. Il accordrr“; tq floral hara ters_given in tt;e Flora CaPensrs
hrs 1S erstonei Ha It reeswe hhey escrr trgn and figure In Ha veg
(esaurus Caoensrs e seed rp p]trone ab ver R onase, sl o ty com r? e
and with no siap of the onortu inal channel, on ym tn nt tion In ecen re of one
oft e sr%hthy fIatten d sur acesg emarh é e or ttac ment e] rawrnq

the seed in the type ﬁter accurate andt %rph “pe tate Fed}r ebotan ca
sense meanrn attdc e]r Y the sur ﬁf Through th e courtes 0 Dixon
(I)-IfaIVr(IEnIWaCO ege, Dub In, 1 was enabled to examine ra hs of the matenal whrch

d worked, on and heesu orte the above | entr aton \n studyin rﬁ rve
notes however |t is evid %n t] ccor to t e mternatrona rules of enc F
ﬁ Eecr Ic &Ert et must ecam%e Pno foH arvgxswor Pappe escrh
At erstonea ?sata Harve Hdescn r]% Strr% dos Atherstonel cites this na % H
tes non h hrsseoressY gf at he cou any tang echaracter onw ic
?]e parate the plant generically Trom Str chn T ere IS n ubt that P% Jant
|stesame speores as Harve san since the |rtva| specific epr thet must be used It Is
necessar¥ to emE oy the comibination Strychnos efussa a (Pa nPeth publrshed In Engl.
Bot. Jahrb. 28, 121°(1901). Marriott No: 1 therefore IS as sc
Dealing now_ with Marriott No. 1V which, a3 mentioned, does not agree with any
de?cnPtrongo a Soirh Afncan speores It Was mathrgrn Pr ona Wrt u?ng S ecrmens
Co Ieﬁe in the H %kuu or t Boooo Cn atronal He arr f2 g LCater 1t was
matched. at Kew with unname ru%trn ecimens romtoprc Africa E nnerton 1071
from Opirinda Forest and D awe 531 from the Kibala Forest). %se4spe |m nsp osses?rn
stiped. fruits also have srmrlftJ £aves hrca ong- acumh ate, shiny on the]utr% per surfac
and haye a tendency to f% Ion the mi A further searc throu e mater)
of Strychnos at Kew brou? tayoun% fowenng slp imen Sw rne ton 125) w |c
also has these characte[rs Ic Ieave [t s th t%/g C os mi a g Moore.
characters and the locality seem o point to Its being cons ecr Ic Wit ther sp ecrmeH
entrone? The descngtr{o |clgsed %nother charat |ch SUP ortstrsornron T
lowers 0 Mans ar escr i eing 4-merous . (m s otQ éoecres ?ESmerous in
this genus) and the remains of the calyx on"all the fruits showed 4 distinct lobes. It seems
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UStIflﬁd t as ume, theref re, tn]t Matriott 1V is Strychn |ansS I\ﬁoor% d|f this
P edlstn ution re(forsof espe les have be ) 5| era f|e )a 0I0W|ng
table summarises the distinguishing ¢ aracters of the three spe |es nvestlgate

STRYCHNOS HENNINGSII GILG ~ S. DECUSSATA {PAPPE) GILG  S. MICANS SP. MOORE
(s. Atherstonei Harv.).

#it oblong ovmd not obllgue %t FrLHt globose 0r 0void, obllque adt Frun globose noﬁ bI| Ue, Sﬁqﬁ

nio -0vold de T ro YOI sI| t st| e resseseedS com ressees gn(ium in c i

d)o none Side ; ?Mm Fndpway Rllum in ceﬁtre ofsﬁlgrﬂﬁy com- ?? ight ?y compressed sur-
pressed surface ace

Legves up t06cm ’on and 205 Leavesupté)4- q%m long andddZS Legvgs up to 6 cm. Iong and

o wide, oDt g S Te/ g néfve o ngnarpe mg%stoggfow tﬁ?

FIOUt the m|d g and rtyove the’ mi
rowing to the arp%x or the ap ex orW| e ﬂ ace mg)nae fold-
tertiary

S0 ewagat acgmlnate ?ar umlnae rtrary yeins nd{ mq alons% !)
VEINS 00VvIOouS on uppér surrac obvious on’ upper Imace. velns ustally o Vious.

R T PSRN " S
hro at; obe ous. glabr



