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2,25 mm long, 2 mm broad, flat or margin, slightly 
recurved towards apex, dark maroon. Corona united 
at base; outer lobes very delicate forming 5 broad 
spreading pockets or shutes in the lower half, divided 
in the terminal half into slender diverging lobules which 
meet the tips of adjacent ones at the corolla-sinuses 
behind the inner corona-lobes, wi th few long white hairs 
from near their tips; inner lobes incumbent-erect, 1,5 
mm long, maroon. Polliniasubglobose, ±  0 ,2  mm long, 
with translucent wing along inner margin, attached by 
very short caudicles to delicate carrier with small 
swollen pseudo-wings. F ig .  10.

Known only from the type collection on the summit 
of the Transvaal Drakensberg above the Strydom 
Tunnel in the Pilgrim’s Rest District. D. Hardy had 
the advantage of being landed on the mountain top 
from a helicopter. Fortunately his trained eye 
recognized the diminutive plant in short grass, 
otherwise it is anyone’s guess when this distinctive 
little species would have been discovered. There is 
some similarity to the structure of the corona of 
B. swazicum R. A. Dyer, but one would not say that 
the species are closely related.

R . A .  D yer

CYPERACEAE 
THE IDENTITY A N D  TYPIFICATION OF KYLLINGA CAPENSIS

Up to the time of writing no specimen of the type 
collection on which Kyl/inga capensis Steud. in Flora 
1829: 153 (1829) was based, could be traced. This 
collection ( Von Ludwig s.n., Cape, “ ohne bekannte 
Angabe des Standortes”) is probably the one that is 
cited in FI. Cap. 7: 187 (1897) and in Pflanzenr. 101, 
IV, 20: 539 (1936) as Ludwig 266. It is presumed that 
this specimen was housed in Dresden, and was 
destroyed during World War II. No duplicates could 
be found in other herbaria.

Examination of herbarium collections revealed that 
the name Mariscus capensis (Steud.) Schrad. has 
recently been applied to a number of different species. 
To clarify the matter of the identity of Kyllinga 
capensis in the absence of the original collection, it is 
neccessary to interpret the original description in 
terms of the available information.

The part of the protologue referring to the inflore­
scence (“Capitulis solitariis bi-ternisve”) could well 
refer to several different species, as no mention is made 
of the number of florets per spikelet. However, it 
seems reasonable to assume that Von Ludwig’s 
specimen (266) had 1-flowered spikelets as it was 
cited by C. B. Clarke in FI. Cap. (I.e.) under Mariscus

capensis and by Kiikenthal in Pflanzenr. (I.e.) under 
Cyperus capensis (Steud.) Endl., and both described the 
spikelets of this species as 1-flowered (although 
Clarke’s concept was based on different 1-flowered 
elements, including C. marlothii Boeck.). From our 
knowledge of Von Ludwig’s travels, it appears 
improbable he entered the distribution area of any 
other species fitting Steudel’s description, except the 
species defined below.

Kyllinga capensis is therefore redefined as follows: 
Kyllinga capensis Steud.

Base an elongated pseudo-bulb, covered in paper­
like brown leaf sheaths. Inflorescence pseudo-capitate, 
consisting of up to 5 (usually 3-4) sessile spikes; 
spikelets densely-packed, cylindrical, ovate-lanceolate, 
3 ,0 -3 ,9  (3,3) mm long, greenish to straw-coloured; 
fruit 1 per spikelet, lanceolate-trigonous, 2 ,0 -2 ,4  
(2,1) mm long and 0 ,8 -1 ,0  (0,8) mm in diameter.

As neotype, I propose Vorster 2653 from the Rusten- 
burg Nature Reserve in the Transvaal. There are five 
replicates, which will be distributed as follows: PRE 
(neo.); K; LE; MO; STE.

P. V o r st e r

FABACEAE 
A NEW  SPECIES OF MUNDULEA

Mundulea pondoensis Codd, sp. nov., a M. sericea 
(Willd.) A. Chev. foliolis paucioribus, glabris vel 
parce pubescentibus, oblongis vel oblongo-oblanceo- 
latis, apicibus rotundatis differt.

Frutex vel arbor parva, ad 3 m alta; ramuli parce 
appresso-pubescentes, glabrescentes, obscure 4-5- 
angulati. Folia imparipinnata, 5-8 cm longa; stipulae 
linearo-aristatae, 4 mm longae; petiolus 1-2 cm longus, 
glaber vel parce appresso-pubescens; foliola opposita,
3-4-jugata, oblonga vel oblongo-oblanceolata, 20-30 
X6-8 mm, supra glabris, subtus glabris vel parce 
pubescentibus; apex rotundatus; petiolulus ad 2 mm 
longus. Inflorescentia terminalis, racemosa, 4-5 cm 
longa, compacta; pedicelli 5-10 mm longi, appresso- 
pubescentes; bracteae minutae. Calyx late campanula- 
tus, parce appresso-pubescens, 4 mm longus, 5 mm 
latus, 5-dentatus; dentes breves, 2 superiores 
subconnati. Corolla extus dense appresso-pubescens, 
intus glabra; vexillum suborbicularis, 12 mm latum, 
unguiculatum, prope basin callosum; alae oblongo- 
obovatae, leviter falcatae, 10 mm longae, unguiculatae, 
apice rotundato; carina cymbiformis, unguiculata, 
8 mm longa, apice acuto. Stamina 10, monadelpha. 
Ovarium lineare, 5 mm longum, multiovulatum; 
stylus incurvus, 3 mm longus; stigma capitatum. 
Legumen lineare, plano-compressum, 6-8 cm longum,

parce pubescens, dehiscens, suturis incrassatis; semina
4-6, fusca, oblongo-reniformia, 7 X 3 , 5 x 2  mm, hilo 
medio albo.

T y p e : Cape, 2931 (Lusikisiki), near Dindini Store 
(-BD), fruiting March 1955, Codd 9318 (PRE, holo.).

Shrub or small tree, up to 3 m tall; branchlets 
sparingly appressed pubescent, becoming glabrous 
with age, obscurely 4-5-angled. Leaves impari- 
pinnate, 5-8 cm long; stipules linear-aristate, 4 mm 
long; petiole 1-2 cm long, glabrous to sparsely 
appressed pubescent; leaflets opposite, in 3-4 pairs, 
oblong to oblong-oblanceolate, 20-30x6-8  mm, 
upper surface glabrous, lower surface glabrous to 
sparingly appressed pubescent, apex rounded; 
petiolule up to 2 mm long. Inflorescence terminal, 
racemose, 4-5 cm long, compact; pedicels 5-10 mm 
long, appressed pubescent; bracts minute. Calyx 
broadly campanulate, sparingly appressed pubescent,
4 mm long, 5 mm broad, 5-toothed; teeth short, the 
upper two subconnate, Corolla densely appressed 
pubescent without, glabrous within; vexillum subor- 
bicular, 12 mm broad, clawed, calloused near the base; 
wings oblong-obovate, slightly falcate, 10 mm long, 
clawed, apex rounded; keel boat-shaped, clawed,
8 mm long, apex acute. Stamens 10, monadelphous. 
Ovary linear, 5 mm long, multiovulate; style incurved,
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Fig. 11.— Munduleapondoensis. Codd 9318, holotype, in PRE.

3 mm long; stigma capitate. Pod linear, compressed, 
6-8 cm long, sparingly pubescent, dehiscent, thickened 
along the sutures; seeds 4-6, brownish, oblong- 
reniform, 7 x 3 , 5 x 2  mm, with a median white hilum.

Found at forest margins and among rocks in grass­
land in the Lusikisiki District at altitudes of 300-500m.

C a p e .— 2931 (Lusikisiki): near Dindini Store (-B D ), Codd 
9318; Hili Forest, flowering Oct. 1922, O. B. Miller sub PRF  
4408.

Flowering material of this species was collected as 
early as 1922 and was annotated by Miss H. M. L. 
Forbes, who revised the South African species of 
Tephrosia in 1948, as “ Mundulea probably sp. nov., 
fruiting material required” . In 1957 a fruiting specimen 
was collected which differs slightly in leaf 
shape and pubescence from the 1922 gathering, but is 
sufficiently close to be regarded as conspecific. 
Although it was hoped that more material would be 
collected in subsequent years, none has been forth­
coming. The fruiting specimen was sent to Kew and 
was reported on by Dr D. J. B. Killick, our Liaison 
Officer at the time, as being unmatched in Kew.

This species is placed in Mundulea rather than in 
Tephrosia, because of its shrubby or arborescent habit 
and the shortly toothed calyx. The short dense 
inflorescence is also reminiscent of the widespread and 
variable M. sericea (Willd.) A. Chev., which extends 
from India through tropical Africa to the Transvaal 
and Zululand. M. pondoensis differs from M. sericea 
in having fewer leaflets, which are oblong to oblong- 
oblanceolate and rounded at the apex, glabrous above 
and sparingly pubescent below, the pods are sparingly 
pubescent not densely velvety-tomentose, and the 
bark lacks the corky appearance characteristic of 
M . sericea.

Previously only one species of Mundulea has been 
recognized on the African continent, while about 20 
have been described from Madagascar. The descrip­
tions of these have been studied and they do not appear 
to be closely allied to M. pondoensis.

L . E. C o d d

MYRTACEAE
SYZYG1UM PONDOENSE  REDISCOVERED

In dealing with the African Myrtaceae in Bot. 
Jahrb. 54: 341 (1917), Engler and Von Brehmer 
included a new species of Syzygium from Pondoland. 
It was named S. pondoense Engl., and was based on 
the syntypes Beyrich 137, 159 and Bachmann 918. 
The locality cited was “Siidostafrika: Pondoland; 
Randgebiisch an Flussen zwischen Sandstein, 1-30 
m ii. M .” . The identity of 5. pondoese has long been in 
doubt and, as far as is known, no specimens apart 
from the type material, have ever been referred to 
this species.

While collecting material of the genus Eugenia 
(Myrtaceae) in the Umtamvuna Nature Reserve in 
Natal during December 1975, the author came across 
a number of shrubs growing among sandstone 
boulders on islands in the bed of the Umtamvuna 
River. At first sight the dark green, rounded shrubs 
were mistaken for Eugenia simii Diimmer*, which 
grows in that area. However, some of the plants were 
in bloom and from the flowers it could be readily seen 
that the plant belonged to the genus Syzygium. The 
calyx-tube contracts gradually into the pedicel and 
the limb of the calyx is repandly lobed—two characters 
diagnostic of Syzygium. Moreover, the inflorescence 
(Fig. 12) is terminal—usually a feature of Syzygium.

On closer observation, the leaves also proved to be 
quite distinct from those of Eugenia simii: the lower 
surface of the leaves was seen to be prominently 
pinnately-veined, whereas in E. simii the secondary 
and tertiary veins are obscure. Initial efforts to identify 
the plant failed as it could not be assigned to any of 
the species of Syzygium represented in the National 
Herbarium, Pretoria or the Natal Herbarium, Durban, 
largely because of its characteristic narrowly elliptic 
to narrowly oblong leaves. However, the specimens 
collected were later found to match closely Engler’s 
description of S. pondoense. The only discrepancy was 
in the absence of bracteoles, but these were probably 
caducous. There seems to be no doublt, therefore, that 
the plant is S. pondoense.

The syntypes of S. pondoense cited by Engler could 
not be located in Berlin Herbarium, so it was assumed 
that they were destroyed during World War II. All 
attempts to find duplicates of the syntypes were 
unsuccessful, therefore it was decided to select a 
neotype, A. E. ran Wyk & F. Venter 1336 (PRE, 
neotype; PUC; NH).

* Reduced by White (1977) to Eugenia capensis (Eckl. & 
Zeyh.) Sond. subsp. simii (Dúmmer) F. White.


