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(algal layer) paraplectenchymatous, 30-60 jim thick; 
algae blue-green (Chroococcaceus). Medulla (inner 
surface) white, 10-200 [tm thick; hyphae 2-3  um 
thick, lightly gelatinized. Ascomata first perithe- 
cioid, hyaline, immersed, globose, about 300 jim in 
diam eter, becoming 400 pm wide and apothecioid. 
Wall (exciple) hyaline, more or less (periclinally) 
prosoplectenchym atous, 20-30 jim thick, I- . Subhy- 
menium  (or carpocentrum ) hyaline, 20-70 urn deep, 
1+ blue. Hymenium  hyaline, about 200 |im high, 1 + 
blue. Paraphyses slender, flexible, septate, remotely 
branched and  anastomosed or nearly simple, lightly 
gelatinized. Asci clavate to  botuliform; with thick­
ened walls, especially towards the  apices; 1+ blue, 
with a  distal hyaline, lacerate gelatinous sheath (as 
in the genus Peltula Nyl.) Ascospores numerous 
(about a hundred o r m ore) per ascus, hyaline, 
m onolocular, oval, 4-5 x  5 ,5-7  pm, I- . Pycnidia im­
m ersed in thallus, hyaline, globose, 100-200 pm in 
diam eter. Pycnidiospores hyaline, ellipsoid, about 4 
x  1,8-2.0 pm.

This remarkable new lichen has the colour, size 
and habit o f a  Thyrea, except the lobes are inflated. 
Thyrea, however, has non-corticate, homoeome- 
rous, dorsiventral solid lobes, with Gloeocapsa algae 
as the photobiont. T he asci contain fewer ascospores 
(8-32 each), and lack the lacerate sheaths. O ther 
subfruticose or fruticose m embers of the Lichina-

FIG . 4. —  Corynecystis capensis. D. Shearing 490. Scale in mm.

ceae (as presently circumscribed) are much smaller. 
(Henssen, 1963, 1977, 1980; Poelt, 1969; Zahl- 
bruckner, 1926).

Immature thalli o f  the new lichen (Fig. 4) resem ­
ble Dactylina arctica (H ook.) Nyl. in form and size, 
but the latter contains green algae, is dull ochre 
coloured, and contains depsides and/or depsidones.

This new genus is, however, closest to  Peltula Nyl. 
both in apothecial characters, and in the structure of 
the upper cortex, which is constructural with the al­
gal layer in these cases. T he m ajor difference be­
tween Corynecystis and Peltula is the large inflated 
lobes o f  the former. This represents an o rder o f mag­
nitude in size difference from any known fruticose 
Peltula, which are also solid within. (W etm ore, 
1971; Swinscow & Krog, 1979).

This new lichen is therefore best placed in the 
H eppiaceae, and is presently only known from the 
type locality, Layton, south east of Fraserburg in the 
Cape Province.

C A PE. —  3221 (Merweville): Layton, locally com m on o n  rock 
(-B B ). D. Shearing 490. 1984.02.15 (P R E ). Fig. 4.

R EFER EN C ES

H EN SSEN , A ., 1963. E ine revisionder flechtenfamilien Lichina- 
ceae und Ephebaceae. Symb. bol. upsal. 18,1: 1-123. 

HENSSEN, A ., 1977. T he genus Zahlbrucknerella. Lichenologist 
9: 17-46.

HENSSEN, A ., 1980. Probiematik d e r  G attungsbegrenzung bei 
den Lichinaceen. Ber. di. bot. Ges. 92: 483-506.

PO E L T , J . ,  1969. Bestimmungsschliissel Europaischer Flechien, 
pp. 757. Lehre: Cram er.

SW INSCOW , T . D . V , & K R O G , H ., 1979. T he lichen genera 
Heppia and Peltula in East Africa. Norw. J. Bot. 26: 
213-224.

W E T M O R E , C . T . , 1971. The lichen family H eppiaceae in N orth 
A m erica. Ann. Mo. bot. Gdn 57: 158-209. 

Z A H L B R U C K N E R . A ., 1926. Spezieller T eil. In A . Engler & 
K. Pran tl, Die Naturlichen Pflanzenfamilien, edn  2, V ol. 8: 
61-270. Leipzig: Engelman.

F . BRUSSE*

'  Botanical Research Institute, D epartm ent o f  A griculture and 
W ater Supply, Private Bag X101, Pretoria  0001.

O R C H ID A C E A E
A  NEW  N A M E  FO R  D tSA PATENS

Disa lutea Linder, nom. nov.
Ophrys patens L .f., Suppl. 404 (1781). Serapias patens (L .f.) 

T hunb ., Prodr. 3 (1794). Disa patens (L .f.) T h u n b ., Fl. C ap. edn
1, 85 (1807); Linder in C ontr. Bolus H erb. 10: 326 (1981), nom . 
illeg., later homonym for D. patens Sw. in K. svenska Vetensk- 
A kad. H andl. 21: 214 (1800). Penthea patens (L .f.) L indl.. Gen. 
& Sp. O rch. 362(1838). Disa tenuifolia Sw. in K. svenska Vetensk- 
A kad. Handl. 21: 214 (1800), nom . illeg., superfluous synonym

for Ophrys patens L .f. Type: South Africa, w ithout precise local­
ity , Sparrman s.n. (LIN N , hoio.!).
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