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NEW  C O M B IN A T IO N S IN H ERSC H ELIAN TH E

T he discovery that the genus Herschelia is illegiti­
m ate (R auschert, 1983) has necessitated the follow­
ing additional new combinations:

Herschelianthe forficaria (H. Bol.) N. C. A n­
thony, com b. nov.

Disa forficaria H . Bol., leones O rch. A ustro-A fr. 1: t. 87
(1896), Type: Cape Province, Du T oit's  K loof, Drege 2211b (K , 
hole.).

Herschelianthe newdigateae (L. Bol.) N. C. A n­
thony, comb. nov.

Disa newdigateae L . Bol. in Flower. PI. Afr. 11: t. 415 (1931). 
Type: C ape Province, Knysna, Forest Hall, Newdigate sub Bolus 
6327 (B O L, holo.).

Herschelianthe schlechteriana (H. Bol.) N. C. 
Anthony, com b, nov.

Disa schlechteriana H . Bol. in T rans S. Afr. phil. Soc. 16: 149 
(1907). Type: C ape Province, R iversdale, G arcias Pass, Luyi sub 
B O L 10571 (B O L . holo.; BM ; B R ; K; W).

Herschelianthe barbata (L. f .)  N. C. Anthony , 
comb. nov.

Orchis barbata L . f .,  Suppl. 399 (1781). Type: Cape of Good 
H ope, Sparrman s .n . (L IN N , ho lo .; S).

Herschelianthe spathulata (L. f.)  Rauschert 
subsp. tripartita  ILindl.) N. C. Anthony, comb. nov.

Disa tripartita L indl., G en. Sp. O rch. 353 (1838). T ype: Cape 
Province, A lbany, G eelhoutboom , Drege 3577a (K , ho lo .; P ; S).

Herschelianthe lugens (H. Bol.) Rauschert war. 
nigreseens (Linder) N. C. Anthony, comb, nov,

Herschelia lugens var. nigreseens L inder in Bothalia 13: 379 
(1981). Type: C ape Province, H um ansdorp, near O yster Bay, 
Muller s .n . (N B G , holo.).
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In southern Africa the nam e Polystichum lucidum 
(Burm . f.) Becherer has traditionally been applied 
to  the few-scaled, forest-dwelling species of Polysti­
chum  centred in C ape Province, while similarly the 
nam e Polystichum pungens (K aulf.) Presl has been 
used to  denote the high altitude rocky habitat, ferru- 
gineous-scaled species. Recent examinations o f the 
type specimens of both taxa necessitate several 
changes:

T he type of Asplenium lucidum  Burm. f. in G en­
eva has been interpreted by M orton (Photographs of 
Fern Specimens distributed by the U.S. National 
Museum no. 3865) as Asplenium adiantum-nigrum: 
‘There are two specimens in G eneva, both collected 
by Burman and both labelled A. lucidum. This one 
. . . ’ (a photograph o f Asplenium adiantum-nigrum)

. . agrees with the description best . .
T he type of Aspidium pungens in Leningrad has 

been found to  be the forest-dwelling species o f Poly­
stichum.

The result o f  these discoveries is therefore a 
change in the application o f the epithet ‘pungens' to 
the forest species and , since there is no subsequent 
epithet, a new name for the m ontane species: P. 
monticola. Photographs o f all the revelant type 
specimens are lodged in the Bolus Herbarium .

Polystichum monticola N. C. Anthony & 
Schelpe sp. nov.

Rhizoma repens, c. 15 mm diam etro, basibus per- 
sistentibus stipitum e t paleis lanceolatis ferrugineis 
breviter laciniatis concoloris castaneo-fasciatisve c. 
10 mm longis onustum . Frondes caespitosae ad  api-

cem rhizom ae, arcuatae; stipes pallido-brunneae, 
dense paleis brunneis vel pierum que ferrugineis latis 
et angustis vestitus, denique subglaber praeter base 
caespitem paleum ; lamina herbacea ad tenuiter car- 
noso-coriacea, ovato-truncata, c, 350 x  140 mm, bi- 
pinnata ad tripinnatifida, pinnae basales aegre re- 
ducta; pinnae angustissime ovatae, a ttenuatae; pin- 
nulae primum visum lunatae, aristae non prominens, 
supra glabrae, infra paleis capillaceis conspersis ves- 
titae; venatio submanifesta; rhachis rhachides secun- 
dariaeque paleis ferrugineis laciniatis praeditae. Sori 
c. 1 - 1 ,5  mm diam etro; indusium  m em branaceum, 
erosum , c. 1 mm diam etro.

TY PE. —  Cape Province, C ape Peninsula, 
Devil’s Peak, Dark G orge, Esterhuysen 26685 
(B O L, holo .; B; C ; CHR^ G ; G H ; K; M ; M O ; 
NBG; NU; P; PR; PR E; S; STE).

Polystichum pungens sensu Sim , Ferns S. Afr. edn 2: 116 ,!. 27 
(1915).

Rhizome creeping, c. 15 mm in diam eter, with 
persistent stipe bases and set with lanceolate ferrugi- 
neous shortly laciniate concolorous o r castaneous- 
striped rhizome-scales c. 10 mm long. Fronds tufted 
a t the front of the rhizom e, arching: stipe pale- 
brown , thickly set with brown o r more usually ferru- 
gineous broad and narrow scales, becoming subgla- 
brous with age except for a tuft o f scales basally; 
lamina herbaceous to  thinly coriaceous, ovate-trun­
cate. c. 350 x  140 m m , 2-pinnate to 3-pinnatifid, the 
basal pinnae only slightly reduced; pinnae very nar­
rowly ovate, attenuate; pinnules appearing lunate, 
the aristae not prom inent, glabrous ventrally, set 
with occasional hair-like scales dorsally; venation 
somewhat apparent; rhachis and secondary rhachises


