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LAMIACEAE

THE CORRECT NAME FOR SALVIA THERMARA

Salvia thennara, published in Bothalia 29: 100, 101

(Van Jaarsveld 1999) was named with reference to the

Goudini warm springs near Worcester, Western Cape. Mr
John Lavranos, a well-known succulent plant botanist,

who is Greek-speaking, brought to my attention that this

name is not correct. The Latin word for hot springs,

derived from Greek is thermae. In the genitive it is ther-

manim = of the hot springs.

The conect name is therefore:

Salvia thermarum Van Jaarsv.

TYPE.—Western Cape, 3319 (Worcester): Badsberg,

Goudini Spa, near Worcester on the Slanghoek trail, 15 Dec.

1997, (-CB), Van Jaarsveld & Vorster 15533 (NBG holo.).
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HYACINTHACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF ORNITHOGALUM FROM EASTERN CAPE. SOUTH AFRICA

Ornithogalum perdurans A.PDold & S.A.Ham-
mer, sp. nov., O. jimcifolio Jacq. affinis sed folio semi-

tereti pagina supera tenuiter canaliculata atroviridi et tota

pagina rugosa cum sulcis plus minusve parallelis trans-

versis undulatisque et subinde trichomatibus brevibus

rigidis albidis omnino differt.

TYPE.—Eastern Cape, 3325 (Port Elizabeth): Komma-
dagga Earm, Kommadagga, (-BB), 500 m, 6-9-1999, Bold

& Hammer 4441 (GRA, holo.).

Plant xerophytic, dwarf. Bulb globose, epigeal, 20-30

mm diam.; outer tunics thin, wrinkled, pale brownish

grey, not neck-forming; inner tunics thin, clasping, per-

sistent, transparent with green venation, narrowing

abruptly to leaf base. Leaves 4-13, persistent, semi-terete,

linear, 40-60 x 1.0-1.4 mm, erect, wiry, twisting 2-3

times, narrowly channelled adaxially, apices subacute,

dark green (almost black), entire surface rugose with ±

parallel, undulating, transverse grooves, with occasional

short, stiff, whitish trichomes 0.6 mm long throughout.

Raceme solitary, 20-40-flowered; peduncle 190-250 mm
long, up to 1.2 mm diam., stiffly erect, glabrous, dark

shiny green; bracts deltoid, 4.4 x 2.8 mm, auriculate,

clasping, attenuate, transparent with fawn-coloured keel;

lower pedicels longest, held at ± 45°, 7 mm long, up to 0.8

mm diam., green. Perianth segments spreading-reflexed;

inner elliptic, up to 6.4 x 2.8 mm; outer ovate, 7.0-7.4 x

up to 3.2 mm, pale fawn-coloured with thin, green midrib

(turning brown at senescence), apices incurved. Stamens

patent; filaments lanceolate, broadest just above base,

flattened, white, outer up to 4.5 x 0.8 mm, inner up to 4.5

X 1.2- 1.6 mm; anthers ovoid, up to 1.4 x 0.6 mm; ovary

ovoid, up to 3 X 2 mm, green; style up to 2.5 mm long,

terete, white; stigma 3-lobed, densely glandular-haired.

1 mm broad, white. Capsule ovoid-acute, 4.5-5.0 x 3-4

mm, deeply 3-lobed, membranous, fragile, apices sepa-

rating, becoming erect at dehiscence, pale brown, peri-

anth segments persistent, drying and withering irregular-

ly, equal to or just longer than capsule, pale brown with

dark brown midrib. Seed angular, up to 1.4 x 0.5 mm,
rugose, black. Eigure 10.

Ornithogalum perdurans falls into subgenus Aspasia

(Salisb.) Oberm. emend. U.Mull.-Doblies & D.Miilk-

Doblies section Linaspasia U.Mull.-Doblies & D.Miilk-

Doblies series Juncifolia U.Mull.-Doblies & D.Miilk-

Doblies together with O. juncifolium but is distinguished

from that species (Obermeyer 1978; Muller-Doblies &
Muller-Doblies 1996) primarily on vegetative characters,

although some differences also occur in floral morpholo-

gy (Table 2). The long-lived leaves (persisting for over

two years), are almost black in colour and are semi-terete

in section with a narrow groove along the upper surface

and weak longitudinal ribs on the abaxial surface, occa-

sional, scattered white trichomes are found throughout.

The entire leaf surface is rugose with ± parallel, undulat-

ing, transverse grooves within which fine sand particles

are held firmly (Eigure 11 A, B), giving the leaf a dry,

dusty appearance, not easily removed even with wash-

ing. This phenomenon in the suborder Liliiflorae has

been suggested to be an adaptation against herbivory,

high insolation and wind abrasion (Neinhuis et al. 1996).

The leaves do not sheath at the base and, being persis-

tent, do not form a fibrous neck of old leaf bases. The

specific epithet perdurans refers to the perennial leaves.

A single inflorescence is produced. The perianth seg-

ments are 6.4—7.4 mm long. The deciduous leaves of

O. juncifolium are filiform to linear (involute or flat),

conspicuously longitudinally ribbed abaxially with


