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Notes on African plants

VARIOUS AUTHORS

HYACINTHACEAE

DRIMIA ECHINOSTACHYA, CORRECTING A NOMENCLATURAL OVERSIGHT

Crouch et al. (2010) reassessed the distribution and
correct identification of a bulb species recently noted in
the ethnomedicinal plant trade in KwaZulu-Natal. They
used the name Drimia cooperi (Baker) Baker, following
Jessop (1977) and subsequent checklist citations (Reid
1993; Manning & Goldblatt 2003, 2006).

Subsequently, it was discovered that this name is an
illegitimate later homonym (McNeill et al. 2006: Art.
53.1) of Drimia cooperi Baker (1868), which is regarded
as a synonym of Ledebouria concolor (Baker) Jessop
by Jessop (1970). The name Drimia cooperi (Baker)
Bentham ex Baker was actually the combination for
Ornithogalum cooperi Baker (1873) made by Baker
(1897). Transfer of the epithet cooperi to the genus
Drimia is illegitimate because the resulting combination
is preoccupied by Drimia cooperi Baker (1868). Accord-
ing to the rules of Botanical Nomenclature (McNeill
et al. 2006), the next earliest available epithet must be
used. Crouch ef al. (2010) determined that the holotype
of Urginea echinostachya Baker (1897) is conspecific
with Ornithogalum cooperi Baker (1873), and Urginea
echinostachya Baker is therefore the next earliest avail-
able name for the species. The necessary transfer to the
genus Drimia is published below. In the past, D. echi-
nostachya was regarded as a synonym of D. macrocen-
tra (Baker) Jessop (Jessop 1977), despite the conspicu-
ous morphological differences (Crouch ef al. 2010).

An argument could be raised concerning the correct
place of transfer of Ornithogalum cooperi Baker (1873)
to Drimia: Baker (1897) attributed the new combination
for this taxon to Bentham (in Bentham & Hooker 1883).
However, consideration of Bentham & Hooker (1883)
reveals that Bentham did not actually use the name
Drimia cooperi, but simply remarked that Ornithoga-
lum cooperi Baker appeared to belong to Drimia. This
cannot be interpreted as a valid combination under the
present nomenclatural rules (McNeill ef al. 2006: Art.
33.1, Ex. 2). Herbarium acronyms follow Holmgren et.
al. (1990).

Drimia echinostachya (Baker) Eggli & N.R.Crouch,
comb. nov. Urginea echinostachya Baker, Flora capen-
sis 6: 468 (1897). Type: Natal [KwaZulu-Natal], Inanda,
J.M. Wood 276 (K, holo.!; NH, iso!).

Ornithogalum cooperi Baker: 284 (1873), syn. nov.;
Bentham: 808 (1883). Drimia cooperi (Baker) Bentham
ex Baker: 443 (1897), nom. inval. (Art. 33.1) et illegit.
(Art. 53.1), non D. cooperi Baker: t. 18 (1868) [= Lede-
bouria concolor (Baker) Jessop]. Type: Cape [Eastern
Cape], ‘ad oram orientalis’, Barber s.n. (TCD, lecto.,
designated by Jessop: 287 (1977);—K, photo.!).

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

The staff of the Mary Gunn Library (South African
National Botanical Institute (SANBI), Pretoria) facili-
tated access to literature, and Dr H. Glen (SANBI) is
thanked for helpful discussions and Latin translations.

REFERENCES

BAKER, J.G. 1868. Drimia cooperi. Saunders Refugium Botanicum 1:
t. 18.

BAKER, J.G. 1873. Revision of the genera and species of Scilleae
and Chlorogaleae. Journal of the Linnean Society, Botany 13:
209-292.

BAKER, J.G. 1897. Order CXXXVII. Liliaceae. Flora capensis 6:
253-528. Reeve, London.

BENTHAM, G. & HOOKER, J.D. 1883. Genera plantarum, vol. 3, part
2. Reeve, London.

CROUCH, N.R., WILLIAMS, V.L., EDWARDS, T.J. & BRUETON,
V.J. 2010. Hyacinthaceae. Drimia cooperi in KwaZulu-Natal,
and the ethnomedicinal trade. Bothalia 40: 75-78.

HOLMGREN, PK., HOLMGREN, N.H. & BARNETT, L.C. 1990.
Index herbariorum, part 1: The herbaria of the world, edn 8.
New York Botanical Garden. New York.

JESSOP, J.P. 1970. Studies in the bulbous Liliaceae: 1. Scilla, Schizo-
carphus and Ledebouria. Journal of South African Botany 36:
233-266.

JESSOP, J.P. 1977. Studies in the bulbous Liliaceae in South Africa: 7.
The taxonomy of Drimia and certain allied genera. Journal of
South African Botany 43: 265-319.

MANNING, J.C. & GOLDBLATT, P. 2003. Hyacinthaceae. In G. Ger-
mishuisen & N.L. Meyer, Plants of southern Africa: an annotated
checklist. Strelitzia 14: 1054-1071.

MANNING, J.C. & GOLDBLATT, P. 2006. Hyacinthaceae. In G. Ger-
mishuizen, N.L. Meyer, Y. Steenkamp & M. Keith, 4 checklist
of South African plants. Southern African Botanical Diversity
Network Report No. 41: 952-971. SABONET, Pretoria.

MCNEILL, J., BARRIE, F.R., BURDET, H.M., DEMOULIN, V.,
HAWKSWORTH, D.L., MARHOLD, K., NICOLSON, D.H.,
PRADO, J., SILVA, P.C., SKOG, J.E., WIERSEMA, J.H. &
TURLAND, N.J. 2006. International Code of Botanical Nomen-
clature (Vienna Code) adopted by the Seventeenth International
Botanical Congress Vienna, Austria, July 2005. Regnum Vegeta-
bile 146: 1-568. Gantner Verlag, Liechtenstein.

REID, C. 1993. Hyacinthaceae (Part B). In T.H. Arnold & B.C. De Wet,
Plants of southern Africa: names and distribution. Memoirs of
the Botanical Survey of South Africa No. 62: 146—155. National
Botanical Institute, Pretoria.

*U. EGGLI & **N.R. CROUCH

* Sukkulenten-Sammlung, Ziirich, Mythenquai 88, CH-8002 Ziirich,
Switzerland. E-mail: urs.eggli@zuerich.ch.

** Ethnobotany Unit, South African National Biodiversity Insti-
tute, P.O. Box 52099, 4007 Berea Road, Durban / School
of Chemistry, University of KwaZulu-Natal, 4041 Durban.
E-mail: n.crouch@sanbi.org.za.

MS. received: 2010-11-30.





