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ASPHODELACEAE: ALOOIDEAE

NEW EVIDENCE IN SUPPORT OF A DISJUNCT DISTRIBUTION OF ALOE KARASBERGENS1S

Aloe karasbergensis Pillans was described by Pillans 
in 1928. It is a member of Aloe Section Paniculatae 
Salm-Dyck ex Kunth, which consists of six species 
namely A. buhrii Lavranos, A. karasbergensis, A. kom- 
aggasensis Kritzinger & Van Jaarsv., A. kouebokke- 
veldensis Van Jaarsv. & A.B.Low, A. reynoldsii Letty 
and A. striata Haw. A. karasbergensis and A. komaggas- 
ensis were reduced to subspecific status under A. striata 
by Glen & Hardy (1987, 2000). Lavranos (2004) argued 
that these two taxa should be recognized as separate spe­
cies, since all six taxa in A. Section Paniculatae are eas­
ily distinguishable on the basis of vegetative and floral 
characters.

Aloe karasbergensis grows in semi-desert sand and 
stony mountain slopes in Namibia and the Northern 
Cape Province (Figure 14), especially in areas with very 
low and erratic rainfall (Glen & Hardy 2000). The distri­
bution details provided by Reynolds (1950) indicate that 
this species occurs in southern Namibia from the Kubub 
Mountains south to the Richtersveld and Springbok area 
in South Africa, and then again near Kenhardt and south 
of Prieska. The distribution map provided by Glen &

FIGURE 14.— Distribution of Aloe karasbergensis, based on specimens 
at PR E.#; confirmed record in central Northern Cape. O.

Hardy (2000) clearly echoes this disjunct distribution.
A. karasbergensis has also recently been found further 
West, on the Aurus Mountains, inside Diamond Area No. 
1 in Namibia (E. van Jaarsveld pers. comm.)

Even though the only specimen in the National 
Herbarium, Pretoria (PRE) of Aloe karasbergensis from 
the central Northern Cape was collected by the revered 
J.P.H. Acocks, author of Veld types o f South Africa, there 
has been some doubt on the validity of the disjunct dis­
tribution range of A. karasbergensis, as reflected in 
Reynolds (1950) and Glen & Hardy (2000).

A recent collection by the second author confirms that 
the species indeed occurs in the central Northern Cape 
Province.

NORTHERN CAPE.—3021 (Vanwyksvlei): Carnarvon area. Farm 
Konkakloof, (-DD), PJ. du Pree: 3670 (BLFU).

REFERENCES

GLEN, H.F. & HARDY, D.S. 1987. Nomenclatural notes on three 
southern African representatives of the genus Aloe. South African 
Journal o f  Botany 53: 489-492.

GLEN. H.F. & HARDY. D.S. 2000. Aloaceae (First part): Aloe. In G. 
Germishuizen, Flora o f southern Africa, vol. 5, part 1. fascicle I: 
1-159. National Botanical Institute, Pretoria.

LAVRANOS, J.J. 2004. Aloe striata Haworth and its associates: reflec­
tions on consistency in taxonomic treatment. Aloe 41: 50, 51

REYNOLDS, G.W 1950. The aloes o f  South Africa The Aloes of South 
Africa Book Fund. Johannesburg.

R.R. KLOPPER*. PJ. DU PREEZ** and G.F. SMITH***

* Research and Scientific Services Directorate. South African National 
Biodiversity Institute. Private Bag X101, 0001 Pretoria. E-mail: 
Klopperfasanbi.org.
** Department of Plant Sciences, Faculty of Natural and Agricultural 
Sciences, University of the Free State. P.O. Box 339. 9300 Bloem­
fontein. E-mail: Dpreezpj.sci(a;ufs.ac.za.
*** Biosystematics Research & Biodiversity Collections, South 
African National Biodiversity Institute. Private Bag X101, 0001 
Pretoria Acocks Chair, H.G.W.J. Schweickerdt Herbarium. Department 
of Botany, University of Pretoria, 0002 Pretoria. E-mail: SmithGfa 
sanbi.org.
MS. received: 2007-08-03.


