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LAMIACEAE

A NEW COMBINATION IN SYNCOLOSTEMON

A re-assessment of the relationship between Synco- 
lostemon and Hemizygia based on molecular and mor­
phological data (Otieno et al. 2006b), showed that 
neither genus as previously circumscribed, was mono- 
phyletic, and thus led to the merging of Hemizygia into 
Syncolostemon, the earliest name. Members of the genus, 
as newly circumscribed, are characterized by fused ante­
rior stamens, a feature that sets them apart from other 
genera in the tribe Ocimeae (Paton 1998). In Otieno et 
al. (2006a, b), several name changes were made in the 
combined Hemizygia and Syncolostemon to conform to 
the new circumscription. However, Hemizygia cinerea 
Codd was inadvertently omitted. The new combination 
for this species is presented below.

Syncolostemon cinereum (Codd) D.F.Otieno & 
Retief, comb. nov.

Hemizygia cinerea Codd in Bothalia 12: 6 (1976). Type: KwaZulu- 
Natal. Cathedral Peak Forest Research Station. Killick 1644 (PRE, 
holo.).

REFERENCES

CODD, L.E. 1976. The genus Hemizygia (Lamiaceae). Bothalia 12: 
1- 20 .

OTIENO, D.F., BALKWILL, K. & PATON, A. 2006a. A multivari­
ate analysis o f morphological variation in the Hemizygia brac- 
teosa complex (Lamiaceae, Ocimeae). Plant Systematics and 
Evolution 261: 19-38.

OTIENO, D.F.. BALKWILL, K„ PATON, A.J. & SAVOLAINEN, 
V. 2006b. A reassessment o f Hemizygia and Syncolostemon 
(Ocimeae Lamiaceae). Taxon 55: 941-958.

PATON, A.J. 1998. New records and new combinations in Hemizygia 
and Syncolostemon. Kew Bulletin 53: 483-485.

D.F. OTIENO* and E. RETIEF**

* Department o f Biological Sciences, Moi University, P.O. Box 3900, 
Eldoret, Kenya. E-mail: dfotieno@yahoo.co.uk.
* *  National Herbarium, South African National Biodiversity Institute, 
Private Bag X 101, 0001 Pretoria. E-mail: retief@sanbi.org.
MS. received: 2008-06-06.

PTERIDOPHYTA: ASPLENIACEAE

ASPLENIUM LOB A TUM  VAR. PSEUDO-ABYSSINICUM, A NEW RECORD FOR SOUTH AFRICA

Asplenium lobatum Pappe & Rawson is a terres­
trial fern with tufted, glabrous, narrowly lanceolate 
to elliptic fronds of up to 400 mm long. The stipe is 
dark matt brown, 45-230 mm long, glabrous or with a 
few hair-like scales and is sometimes vigorously pro­
liferous. This fern is found on shaded floors of high- 
altitude, evergreen forests, often away from water,

where it can form dense stands. The species is very 
variable, especially in the degree of lamina dissec­
tion and the shape and proportions of the pinnules. In 
general, Zimbabwean material is more often 3-pinnate 
to 4-pinnatifid with narrowly linear ultimate lobes, 
whereas South African material is generally 2-pinnate 
to 3-pinnatifid, with broadly obtuse ultimate lobes.
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