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the typical form only in having hairs on the glumes (see 
specimens examined below);

4, the callus is o f the uniplumis-, not hirtigluma-type.

In the Flora zambesiaca region, Melderis (1971) also 
placed most specimens from Botswana and Zimbabwe 
differing only by hairy glumes in var. uniplumis, acknowl­
edging that some specimens in Namibia could possibly be 
hybrids.

The new expanded description of S. uniplumis var. 
uniplumis is as follows: perennial; inflorescence with 
spikelets many; spikelets 8—10(—11) mm long (measured 
from base o f spikelet to apex of longest glume, excluding 
awns); tuft o f hairs at branching point o f awns and often 
hairy partly down column, hairs longer than 1.5 mm; 
glumes glabrous or long-hairy, hairs dense to sparsely 
scattered but at least always present on margins; callus of 
the uniplumis-type.

There are still a number of perennial specimens with a 
pencil o f hairs at the branching point o f the awns, hairy 
glumes and a callus of the uniplumis-type that are diffi­
cult to place in either var. neesii or the new extended var. 
uniplumis and will key out as the hybrid S. uniplumis x
5. hirtigluma (see key below).

The emended key in Gibbs Russell et al. (1990: 319, 
320) is given below, starting at couplet 28 (22) of the 
original key:
28(22) Glumes with long hairs, sometimes sparse and along margins

o n ly ................................................................................................. 29
Glumes puberulous, scabrid or glabrous..................................35

29(28) Inflorescence spiciform, subsecund; culms not visibly or
obviously striate, usually densely scrabid..................................
................................................................................ S. gonatostachys

Inflorescence open or contracted but not spiciform; culms
obviously striate, sm ooth.............................................................30

30(29) Callus with short hairs along entire length (except for na­
ked tip) until long hairs at junction o f lemma and callus
(uniplumis-ty p e )..............................................................................31

Callus with distinct glabrous break between short hairs 
along length o f callus and long hairs at junction o f lemma
and callus (hirtigluma-type, best seen at back)................... 33

31(30) Plant annual.................................... S. uniplumis var. intermedia
Plant perennial................................................................................ 32

32(31) Glumes 8.0—10(—11) mm long . . .  .5. uniplumis var. uniplumis
Glumes longer than 12 m m ..........S. uniplumis * S. hirtigluma

33(30) Inflorescence narrow, when fully exserted much longer than
wide; annual.............................S. hirtigluma subsp. hirtigluma

Inflorescence open, spreading, when fully exserted not
much longer than wide; annual or perennial...........................3

34 (33) Annual with very few leaves at b a se ..............................................
.......................................................... S. hirtigluma subsp. pearsonii

Perennial with dense tuft o f basal le a v e s .....................................
............................................................... S. hirtigluma subsp. patula

35(28) Branching point o f  awns and short distance down column
with hairs longer than 1.5 m m ................................................ 36

Branching point o f awns and short distance down column 
glabrous or with hairs shorter than 1.5 m m ...........................37

36(35) Inflorescence with numerous spikelets; glumes 8-10 mm long;
central awn usually straight.............. S. uniplumis var. uniplumis

Inflorescence with a few spikelets; glumes 10 mm or longer; 
central awn bent at right angles . . . .  5. uniplumis var. neesii 

37 (35) Inflorescence subsecund, branched only in the lower part, spike­
lets in upper part solitary............ continue key from couplet
35 in Gibbs Russell et al. (1990) advancing the numbers appro 
priately.

Specimens o f  S. uniplumis var. uniplumis with hairy 
glumes examined:

NAMIBIA.— 1714 (Ruacana Falls): Kaokoland, about 4 km S 
of Ombarundu, (—CC), Smook 7830. 1812 (Sanitatas): 8 miles W 
o f  Orowanja Fountain on road to Orupembe, (-B A ), De Winter & 
Leistner 5649. 1813 (Ohopoho): Kaokoland, S o f Opuwa on road to 
Sesfontein, (-D A ), Smook 7841. 2014 (Welwitschia): Farm Driekrone 
OU 516, (-B C ), Giess 7915. 2114 (Uis): Messumberge, (-AC), Giess 
9662. 2117 (Otjosondu): Farm Omupanda, (-D D ), Gibbs Russell & 
Smook 5371. 2118 (Steinhausen): Farm Merx, (-A B ), Gibbs Russell & 
Smook 5408. 2216 (Otjimbingwe): Farm Friedenau, (-D B ), Muller & 
Kolberg 2112. 2317 (Rehoboth): 24 km S o f Rehoboth on main road 
to Kalkrand, (—CA), Gibbs Russell & Smook 5480. 2417 (Mariental): 
20 km W o f  Mariental on road to Maltahóhe, (-D B ), Gibbs Russell c£ 
Smook 5509A.

BOTSWANA.— 1821 (Andara): Tsodilo Hills, (-D C ), Guy 121\64. 
1922 (Nokoneng): Mojeye area. (-C D ), Smith 1302. 1923 (Maun): 
Chiefs Island, (-CA), Biggs M462. 2021 (Koanaka Hills): on sides o f  
Groot Laagte fossil river valley, (-C D ), Smith 3205.

MPUMALANGA.— 2431 (Acomhoek): Farm Rietvley, (-AB). Zam- 
batis 573. 2331 (Phalaborwa): 15 km SE o f Shingwidsi, (-A B ), Ellis 
537.

LIMPOPO.— 2229 (Waterpoort): Langjan Nature Reserve, (-CC), 
Zwanziger 522.

NORTHERN CAPE.— 2820 (Kakamas): Augrabies National Park. 
(-CB), Werger 378. 2824 (Kimberley): Olie River, (-CC), Leistner 1292.
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POACEAE

A LONG-AWAITED NAME CHANGE IN POLYPOGON

In 1955 Chippindall noted that Agrostis griquensis G ib b s  R u s s e l l  (1990) placed this taxon correctly, but the 
Stapf should be classified as a species of Polypogon Desf. combination was never validly published.
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According to Clayton & Renvoize (1986), the genus 
Polypogon is characterized by the spikelet falling entire 
with the upper part of the pedicel still attached. In contrast, 
the spikelet in Agrostis disarticulates above the glumes.

Polypogon griquensis (Stapf) Gibbs Russ. & 
L.Fish, comb. nov.

Agrostis griquensis Stapf in Kew Bulletin, Additional ser. 1897: 
290 (1897). Type: Northern Cape, 2823 (Griquastad): near Griquatown. 
(-CC), December 1811, Burchell 1863 (K, holo.; PRE fragment o f  
holo.).

Other specimens examined

FREE STATE.— 2926 (Bloemfontein): Bloemfontein, near Tempe 
Farm. (- AA), Geo Potts 2467, fragment o f Geo Potts 2470; both 
October 1917.

NORTHERN CAPE.— 2824 (Kimberley): in Barklv West area. 
Holpan, (-C B or -BC; there are two places with the same name in this 
area), October 1937, Acocks 2466.

Gibbs Russell (1990) also placed Polypogon minu- 
tiflorus Pilg. into synonymy under P. griquensis. Pilger 
(1941) described P. minutiflorus based on the specimen 
‘Rusch. Jun. in herb. Dinter 7944, Leutwein'. The local­
ity is Namibia and may refer to a locality near Windhoek 
and date of collecting as October 1934. Although the type 
seems to have disappeared and has not been traced. Gibbs 
Russell (pers. comm.) felt that the description matched 
that of P. griquensis and that the two entities were there­
fore conspecific.

At PRE the only specimen from Namibia was collected 
in the Naukluft River by Volk (Volk 848) in October 1939. 
It was originally identified as 'Polypogon minutiflorus ex 
descr.’ but according to Gibbs Russell it is a good match of 
the type of Agrostis griquensis housed at K.

Is Polypogon griquensis extinct or an alien grass?

According to the information gathered from collections 
at PRE, Polypogon griquensis grows under wet conditions,

flowers in October and has not been collected since 1939. 
The question is: is this an endemic species that is extinct, 
rare or threatened, or was it an alien that never really 
became naturalized? Some 18 species of Polypogon are 
found in the warm temperate regions of the world and the 
tropical mountains. Three species occur in the FSA (Flora 
o f southern Africa) region of which two. P. monspeliensis 
(L.) Desf. and P. viridis (Gouan) Breistr., are naturalized, 
whereas P. strictus from the Eastern and Western Cape is 
widely regarded as endemic. The author has not seen any 
species other than those occurring in southern Africa.
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POACEAE

A NEW SPECIES OF SPOROBOLUS (SPOROBOLINAE) IN SOUTH AFRICA

Sporobolus sp. (Smook 3429) in Gibbs Russell et al:. 
313 (1990) is hereby named.

Sporobolus oxyphyllus L.Fish. sp. nov., S. vir- 
ginico (L.) Kunth atYinis sed foliis convolutis, paniculo 
aperto axe principali visibili, habituque difTert; etiam S. 
pungenti (Schreb.) Kunth afTinis, a quo partibus omnibus 
parvioribus breviorbusque difTert.

TYPE.— North-West,2625 (Delareyville): Barberspan, 
( DA). Ellis 3628 (PRE. holo.).

Mat-forming perennial with robust rhizomes. Culms 
erect, up to 500 mm tall, branched at base; nodes pale 
to dark purple or black, glabrous, commonly covered by 
leaf sheaths. Leaf sheaths persistent, strongly ribbed in 
upper half, veins becoming less numerous and obvious 
nearer base, sometimes flushed with purple, glabrous.

except sheath mouth with hairs up to 1.5 mm long. 
Ligule with a fringe of hairs 0.2 mm long. Leaf blades 
stiff, pungent, convolute. 20—90(—115) * 1.5-4.5 mm. 
apex boat-shaped, veins numerous, midrib usually not 
distinct, glabrous, adaxial surface with prickles and papil­
lae; margins smooth or scrabrid. Inflorescence an open, 
ovate panicle, 30-100 * 10-30 mm. rarely contracted, 
extending above main leaves, but often closely associated 
with uppermost leaf: branches smooth or with scattered 
prickles, primary branches not in whorls, ascending to 
spreading at about 45° from main axis, lower part with­
out spikelets; yellow to red. glabrous pulvinus present in 
axils o f branches. Spikelets 1.8-2.4 mm long, pallid to 
grey-green sometimes flushed purple, these colours often 
mixed on same spikelet. palea usually obvious, being 
darker than rest o f spikelet. Glumes unequal, obtuse to 
acute, sometimes apiculate. 1-nerved, nerve thickening 
towards apex, upper '/2 scabrid: lower glume 1.0-1.6 mm


