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Oscularia cremnophila was first collected by the sec
ond author in 1995. Subsequent collections from the 
same locality were made in February 2004 by the first 
author and again in August 2004, with cuttings and seed col
lected for cultivation at Kirstenbosch National Botanical 
Garden.
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BORAGINACEAE

EHRETIA MAM/BIENSIS SUBSP. NAMIBIENSIS: A NEW DISTRIBUTION RECORD IN THE FLORA OF SOUTHERN AFRICA
(FSA) REGION

The genus Ehretia P. Browne is currently represented by 
six species and five subspecies in the FSA region (Retief 
2003). Ehretia namihiensis Retief & A.E.vanWyk subsp. 
namihiensis was previously known only from Namibia and 
Botswana, where it occurs in dry riverbeds and riverine 
woodland, in shallow soil, calcrete and on rocky outcrops 
(Retief & Van Wyk 2001). The first record (Bester 4773) of 
this species in South Africa was collected on Calmar Ranch, 
near Tolwe in the province of Limpopo (2328BA) some 18 
months ago. This area had been identified as under-collect
ed in terms of the number of specimens housed in the 
National Herbarium (PRE), and staff of the Herbarium 
made use of the opportunity to undertake a collecting trip to 
the area when they were invited to the ranch early in March 
2004. In general, large areas of the western borders of 
Limpopo and the northern and northwestern borders of the 
North-West are under-collected according to the PRECIS

database (National Herbarium. Pretoria Computerized 
Information System) at PRE. More field work in these areas 
is likely to yield more new distribution records.
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HISTORY OF THE ASSOCIATION FOR THE PROMOTION OF SCIENTIFIC BOTANICAL RESEARCH

The history of the Association dates back to 1960 
when Dr R.A. Dyer, then Chief of the Division of 
Botany. Department of Agriculture, created a book fund 
to enable the book Wild Flow ers o f  the Transvaal to be 
published pro hono publico. This was a private, non- 
profit-making fund to which sponsors were invited to 
contribute. After the book was successfully published, it 
was found that there was money left in the fund. Dr Dyer 
decided to build up the fund to promote scientific 
research by furthering: 1, the official journal of the 
Division. The Flowering Plants o f  Africa and its 
Afrikaans counterpart Die Blomplante van Afrika; 2. the

Mary Gunn Library, also of the Division; and 3, any 
botanical publication deserving financial support.

On 13 May 1991 the fund was converted into an asso
ciation as this was considered appropriate. The fund was 
renamed the Association for the Promotion o f Scientific 
Botanical Research. Management of the Association was 
entrusted to three trustees, all members of the Division of 
Botany (later to become the Botanical Research Institute, 
then the National Botanical Institute and presently the 
South African National Biodiversity Institute). The 
trustees were: Dr B. de Winter as Chairman. Dr D.J.B. 
Killick. and Dr O.A. Leistner as Honorary Secretary. The


